


Special Word of Thanks
We want to express a special word of gratitude to the following persons 
who have worked so diligently behind the scenes to prepare meaningful 
worship services for our time together at Annual Conference 2014 under 
the theme, “Always: Yesterday, Today and Forever.”

Altar Settings:
 Rev. Sarah M. Slack, Chilhowie-Seven Mile Ford UMC, Abingdon District

Music Director:
 Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District

Organist:
 Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First Marion UMC, Abingdon District

Head Usher:
 Rev. W. Anthony “Tony” Collins, First UMC, Sweetwater, Maryville District 

Assistance with Worship Preparation:
 Dr. P. Dawn Chesser, General Board of Discipleship, Oak Ridge District
 Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District
 Rev. James R. “Rusty” Taylor, Director, Congregational Development
  and Revitalization, Maryville District
 Rev. Stella M. Roberts, Director, Connectional Ministries, Oak Ridge District
 Rev. Carol E. Wilson, Executive Assistant to the Bishop, Maryville District
 Rev. Daniel H. Taylor, Jr., Conference Secretary, Knoxville District
 Rev. Glenna Manning, Concord UMC, Oak Ridge District
 Mrs. Becky Hall, Christ UMC, Chattanooga District
 Mrs. Lori L. Sluder, Executive Secretary to the Bishop, Knoxville District
 Ms.  Donna Hankins, Multimedia Coordinator, Holston Conference

Audio-Visual and Sound Support:
 Mrs. Becky Hall, Christ UMC, Chattanooga District
 Ms. Donna Hankins, Conference Staff
 Stuart Auditorium AV Crew, Lake Junaluska, NC

Worship Book Preparation:
 Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District
 Rev. Carol E. Wilson, Executive Assistant to the Bishop, Maryville District
 Mrs. Millie Meese, Conference Staff, Knoxville District
 Mrs. Lori L. Sluder, Executive Secretary to the Bishop, Knoxville District

Words and music to songs other than those from  
The United Methodist Hymnal are used by permission. CCLI # 11074740



Annual Conference Worship Schedule
Evening Worship
  Sunday, June 8, 2014, 7:30 p.m., Stuart Auditorium
 Celebrant:  Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor, Holston Area
 Liturgist:  Rev. Sharon L. Bowers, Randolph Avenue-Slaughter’s Chapel UMC,   
   Wytheville District 
  Music: Choirs of First UMC, Cleveland, Cleveland District and
  First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District
  Out of the Box Worship Team, Wytheville District

Morning Worship with Holy Communion
  Monday, June 9, 2014, 8:30 a.m., Stuart Auditorium
 Celebrant:   Rev. C. Mark Gooden, Signal Crest UMC, Chattanooga District  
 Liturgist:  Rev. Paul H. McNalley, Crab Orchard UMC, Big Stone Gap District
 Music: Mrs. Angee Woody, Asbury UMC, Morristown District
 Quartet:  Mrs. Beth Green, Wesley Memorial UMC, Cleveland District
    Mrs. Kate Nintcheu, First UMC, Oak Ridge UMC, Oak Ridge District
  Mr. Trevor Smith, Central UMC, Oak Ridge District
  Rev. Daniel H. Taylor, Jr., Church Street UMC, Knoxville District

Memorial Service
  Monday, June 9, 2014, 2:00 p.m., Stuart Auditorium
 Preacher:   Rev. William J. Carter
 Music:  Annual Conference Choir

Morning Worship with Holy Communion
  Tuesday, June 10, 2014, 8:30 a.m., Stuart Auditorium
 Celebrant:   Rev. Michelle McKinnon-Young, English-Speaking UMC, Prague, 
  Czech Republic, Johnson City District
 Liturgist:  Rev. Javier Hernandez-Torres, Door of Heaven UMC,  
   Wytheville District
 Music:   Slava Korsak, English-Speaking UMC, Prague, Czech Republic
  Gary Young, English-Speaking UMC, Prague, Czech Republic, 

Johnson City District

Retirement Recognition
  Tuesday, June 10, 2014, 10:45 a.m., Stuart Auditorium
 Presiding:  Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor, Holston Area

 Liturgist:  Rev. Stella M. Roberts, Chair, Board of Ordained Ministry,  
 Oak Ridge District

 Music:   Emerald Youth Foundation Choir, Knoxville District

Missions Celebration
  Tuesday, June 10, 2014, 7:00 p.m., Stuart Auditorium
 Speakers:  Rev. Fred and Mrs. Libby Dearing, Yei District, South Sudan     
 Music:  The Crossing Praise Band, First UMC, Maryville, Maryville District
   Yeudi Ramirez, Abel Carrico, Jamie Talley, Maryville District
  Slava Korsak, English-Speaking UMC, Prague, Czech Republic

Service of Ordination, Commissioning, and Recognition and Sending Forth
  Wednesday, June 11, 2014, 9:00 a.m., Stuart Auditorium
 Preacher:   Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor, Holston Area
 Music:  The Junaluska Singers



Presiding and Preaching

Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor
Resident Bishop

Holston Annual Conference

Evening Worship and Holy Communion
Sunday, June 8, 2014 ~ 7:30 p.m.

Service of Ordination,
Commissioning, and Recognition 

and Sending Forth
Wednesday, June 11, 2014 ~ 9:00 a.m.

Preaching

The Reverend William J. Carter
Retired, Holston Annual Conference

Memorial Service 
Monday, June 9, 2014 ~ 2:00 p.m. 
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Sunday, June 8, 2014 ● 7:30 p.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Evening Worship
Pentecost Sunday

  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8 (NIV)  

“…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 (NIV)

Pre-Service Music, 7:00 – 7:30 p.m. Out of the Box Worship Team  

Prelude            Mr. Bryan K. Underwood

Words of Welcome and Call to Order     Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor  

Call to Worship “Let the Veil Down” Dudley, Goss 
   First UMC, Marion and 

First UMC, Cleveland Choirs

*Processional Hymn of Unity #553  
    “And Are We Yet Alive” dennis

*Invocation     Bishop Taylor

*Hymns of Praise #139 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” lobe den herren
    (vs 1, 2, 3, & 5)
 
      Psalm 100 (in unison)

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come before Him with joyful songs.
 Know that the Lord is God. 

    It is He who made us, and we are His; 
    we are His people, the sheep of His pasture.

 Enter His gates with thanksgiving 
    and His courts with praise; 

    give thanks to Him and praise His name. 
For the Lord is good and His love endures forever; 

    His faithfulness continues through all generations.
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   “Forever” Tomlin
  “10,000 Reasons” Myrin, Redman

Evening Prayer   The Reverend Sharon L. Bowers

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

 
Anthem  “Mighty Wind” Crouch, Knight, Stone 
           First UMC, Marion and  
     First UMC, Cleveland Choirs

Scripture     Bishop Taylor

Sermon         Bishop Taylor

Anthem   “Great I Am” Anderson
      Out of the Box Worship Team

Holy Communion

Invitation
Bishop: Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love Him, who repent of 
their sin, and who seek to live in peace with their neighbors.

As we prepare to join in this evening feast with our Lord, let us confess our sins 
together.

(Sung response) “Lord, Have Mercy” Merkel

 Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me;
 Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me.
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Bishop: Anyone in Christ becomes a new person altogether; the past is finished 
and gone, everything has become fresh and new. Friends, believe the good news 
of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

The Great Thanksgiving for the Day of Pentecost

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
     always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
In the beginning your Spirit moved over the face of the waters.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
Your Spirit came upon prophets and teachers, 
     anointing them to speak your Word.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
     we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Sung response) “Holy, Holy, Holy” Scholtes
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
     heaven and earth are full of your glory.  (Repeat)
Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
At his baptism in the Jordan your Spirit descended upon him 
     and declared him your beloved Son.
With your Spirit upon him he turned away the temptations of sin.
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 
     to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, 
     to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
     and to announce that the time had come 
     when you would save your people.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, 
     you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
     and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, 
     baptizing us with the Holy Spirit and with fire, as on the Day of Pentecost.
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On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
     gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over he took the cup, 
     gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
     poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

On the day you raised him from the dead 
     he was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of the bread, 
     and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has continued 
     in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup.

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
     we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
     as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

(Sung response)   Hall
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
     and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
     that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
     redeemed by his blood and empowered by the gifts of the Spirit.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
     one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
     showing forth the fruit of the Spirit until Christ comes in final victory, 
     and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
     all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.

Amen.

Breaking the Bread

Giving the Bread and Cup 
(A gluten-free station is available at section 7)
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Worship Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area,

The United Methodist Church
Prayer ~ The Reverend Sharon L. Bowers, 

Randolph Avenue-Slaughter’s Chapel UMC,  Wytheville District 
Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District

Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District
Musicians ~ First UMC, Cleveland, Dr. Jim Burns, Director, Cleveland District

First UMC, Marion, Mr. Bryan Underwood, Director, Abingdon District
 Out of the Box Worship Team, Mr. Jay Holderfield, Director, Wytheville District

Communion Music                                First UMC, Marion and 
First UMC, Cleveland Choirs 

(Please join in singing as you are invited) Out of the Box Worship Team
 “Ye Shall Be My Witnesses”                                      Kirk
 “Anthem for Pentecost”                                            Burns
 “I Am”   James, Duren

*Hymns of Thanksgiving
    “My Tribute” #99   my tribute                   
    “Shout to the Lord”  Zschech

*Benediction       Bishop Taylor

Postlude              Out of the Box Worship Team

*Please stand as you are able.
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Monday, June 9, 2014 ● 8:30 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Morning Worship with Holy Communion
“I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember  
your miracles of long ago. I will meditate on all your works  

and consider all your mighty deeds.”  
Psalm 77:11-12 (NIV)  

Prelude       Mr. Bryan K. Underwood

Morning Prayer           The Reverend Paul H. McNalley

*Hymn of Praise #117    “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  st. anne

Scripture Reading    Psalm 143:5-6 Rev. McNalley

Holy Communion          The Reverend C. Mark Gooden

NARRATION 1:
Come to the Lord’s Table, all you who love him.
Come to the Lord’s Table, confess your sin.
Come to the Lord’s Table, be at peace.

Lord we have not believed you or trusted in your power. We have stained our souls 
by our action and inaction. We are broken by disease, bruised by the sins of others, 
weakened and unable to repair ourselves.

(Solo followed by Congregational Sung Response)
    “Lord, Have Mercy” Merkel
 
 Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me;
 Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me.
      Mrs. Angee Woody
     Mrs. Beth Green
     Mrs. Kate Nintcheu
     Mr. Trevor Smith
     The Reverend Daniel H. Taylor, Jr.

When we confess our sins, God abundantly pardons. In the name of Jesus, all 
are forgiven! Let us then pursue the things that make for peace and build up our 
common life.
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NARRATION 2:
We give you thanks, Holy Triune God. From the rising of the sun to its setting 
your name is praised among all peoples.

We give you thanks for our Lord Jesus Christ, who in the fullness of time you 
sent to dwell among us.

He brought good news and healing to all the people and taught the way that leads 
to abundant life.

On the night of his betrayal he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying, “This is my body, given for you. Eat this and remember me.”

(Solo followed by Congregational Sung Response)
 Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me;
 Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me.

NARRATION 3: 
He did the same with the cup after the supper, saying, “This is the blood of the new 
covenant poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Drink this 
and remember me.”

(Congregational Sung Response)
 Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me;
 Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on me.

NARRATION 4:
Pour out your Spirit on us and on these gifts. Make them be the body and blood of 
Christ so that we, his body gathered from the ends of the earth, may be made one 
in our service to the world.

By your Spirit unite us to love and serve all your people, now and forever. In the 
name of God the Father, God the Son, God the Spirit, we pray. Amen.

Breaking the Bread

Giving the Bread and Cup
(A gluten-free station is available at section 7)

Worship Music during Communion  
(Please join in singing as you are invited)  
 “What the Lord Has Done in Me”   Morgan
  “What Wondrous Love is This” #292 wondrous love  
  “Above All”    Smith
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Worship Participants:
The Reverend C. Mark Gooden, Signal Crest UMC, Chattanooga District

The Reverend Paul H. McNalley, Crab Orchard UMC, Big Stone Gap District
Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District

Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District
Soloist ~ Mrs. Angee Woody, Asbury UMC, Morristown District

Quartet ~  Mrs. Beth Green, Wesley Memorial UMC, Cleveland District
Mrs. Kate Nintcheu, First UMC, Oak Ridge, Oak Ridge District

Mr. Trevor Smith, Central UMC, Oak Ridge District
The Reverend Daniel H. Taylor, Jr., Church Street UMC, Knoxville District

Acknowledgements
“A Contemporary Service of Holy Communion” Copyright © 2007  
The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church,  
PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203-0003. Adapted © by Dr. Dawn Chesser.

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
Lord, you now have set your servants free to go in peace as you have promised. 
For our eyes have seen the Savior whom you have prepared for all the world 
to know! Blessing and honor and glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving  “Give Thanks”    Smith

*Benediction   Rev. McNalley

Postlude        Mr. Bryan K. Underwood

*Please stand as you are able.
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Monday, June 9, 2014 ● 2:00 p.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Memorial Service
 “I thank my God every time I remember you” Philippians 1:3   

Prelude Music       “Resurrection Celebration”    Kirkland 
     Fairview Orchestra

*Processional Hymn of Praise #302     
   “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”     easter hymn
   Verses 1-4 
*Greeting                     Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor
 We have gathered here to celebrate the lives of those

who have served faithfully through the years  
and now share the triumph of Christ.

 We affirm with praise and thanksgiving the goodness of our Lord.
 Let us rejoice in God’s presence with us, in death as in life

among those who mourn  
as with those who now see Christ face to face.

 In the midst of our grief we sing with joy,
  for God’s love is over all that has been made.
 Blessed be God’s glorious name forever.

*Opening Prayer    Bishop Taylor
 Tender and compassionate God,
  we seek to know you through the hearing of your Word
  and pray that we may go beyond hearing to obeying,
  as shown by the faithful lives of your departed servants
  whom we honor today.
 We know that they are precious in your eyes, 
  worthy of your special attention and ours,
  for they served well in the task that you gave them.
 Grant that we may feel your presence
 As did the followers who knew Jesus in the breaking of the bread,
  and may we experience the fire within
  that sent them out to share good news.  Amen.

Anthem        “The Solid Rock”        Kirkland 
     Conference Choir and Orchestra

Introduction of Preacher  Bishop Taylor

Scripture Reading Philippians 1:3-11
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Sermon                            The Reverend William J. Carter 
   “Yesterday, Today, and Forever” 

*Affirmation of Faith #881    The Apostles’ Creed
      
*Hymn of Faith #364    “Because He Lives”   resurrection

Silent Procession of Memorial Banners
The bells on the memorial banner represent the lives of those being remembered 
in today’s service and those persons who have been instrumental in the walks of 
faith of today’s worshipping congregation. Please remember this great cloud of 
witnesses in silent prayer as we give thanks for their faithful witness.

Anthem     “Untitled Hymn”     Rice
   (Come to Jesus) Conference Choir and  Orchestra

Reading of the Names   Bishop Taylor
As Bishop Taylor calls the names of those we remember, we invite you to stand if 
you are a family member, were blessed by their ministry, or if this person made a 
significant impact upon you during her or his ministry.

Remembering Our Saints through Snapshots and Songs

Prayer for the Saints and Faithful Departed Bishop Taylor
 Everliving God,
  this day revives in us memories of loved ones who are with us no more.
 What happiness we shared when they walked among us.
 What joy, when, loving and being loved, we lived our lives together.
 Their memory is a blessing for ever.

 Months or years may have passed, and still we feel near to them.
 Our hearts yearn for them.
 Though the bitter grief has softened, duller pain abides; 
  for the place where once they stood is empty now.
 The links of life are broken, but the links for love and longing cannot   
  break.
 Their souls are bound up in ours for ever.

 We see them now with the eye of memory,
  their faults forgiven, their virtues grown larger.
 So does goodness live, and weakness fade from sight.
 We remember them with gratitude and bless their names.
 Their memory is a blessing for ever.
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 And we remember as well the members
  who but yesterday were part of our congregation and community.
 To all who cared for us and labored for all people, we pay tribute.
 May we prove worthy of carrying on the tradition of our faith,
  for now the task is ours.
 Their souls are bound up in ours for ever.

 We give you thanks that they now live and reign with you.
 As a great crowd of witnesses, they surround us with their blessing,
  and offer you hymns of praise and thanksgiving.
 They are alive for ever more.  Amen.

*Hymn of Thanksgiving #711   
   “For All the Saints”  sine nomine

*Benediction       Bishop Taylor

*Hymn of Benediction #706
   “Soon and Very Soon”   very soon

Postlude            Mr. Bryan  Underwood

*Please stand as you are able.

Worship Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area,

The United Methodist Church
Memorial Banner Bearers ~David Payne

John Redmond
Acolytes ~ Melinda Sturm

Charlotte Williams
Preacher ~ The Reverend William J. Carter, Retired, Johnson City District

Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District
Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion,, Abingdon District

Musicians ~ Fairview UMC Orchestra, Fairview UMC, Maryville District 
Choir ~ Lay and Clergy Members and Guests of the Holston Conference

Following the service, family members of those memorialized today will be  
in the tent between Stuart Auditorium and Harrell Center for you to greet.
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Clergy Members 
In Memoriam

Ted F. Baker 1/29/1935 3/30/2014 

George W. Baxter 10/8/1925 6/26/2013

Howard Paul Castor 11/23/1922 11/17/2013 

George B. Collinsworth 1/18/1928 4/21/2014 

Q. David Green 2/17/1957 9/19/2013 

Henry M. Groseclose 3/8/1930 1/31/2014

Henry A. Harlow 9/9/1931 9/13/2013

B. David Hodge 2/6/1952 12/14/2013 

William H. Lassiter 11/10/1936 1/25/2014

David Allen Lawrence 5/3/1938 1/10/2014 

Bill R. Lichlyter 12/2/1942 1/14/2014

Clarence V. McCall. Jr. 2/14/1933 12/16/2013 

Donald S. Moore 3/9/1924 3/16/2014

Kyle V. Overton 2/24/1933 1/25/2014 

Robert S. Powers 11/5/1928 2/6/2014

Hugh Dean Ratledge 6/10/1937 1/16/2014 

Ralph Rivers 2/17/1940 12/16/2013

John L. Rhoads 12/23/1927 1/29/2014 

Calvin S. Tabor 12/23/1939 12/31/2013 

Stanley R. Williams 12/19/1946 5/17/2013
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Clergy Spouses 
In Memoriam

Scarlett Blevins 3/28/1941 9/1/2013 
 (Rev. Kenneth J. Blevins)
 
Carrie Lou Carter 6/15/1930 9/23/2013 
 (Rev. Edwin C. Carter)
 
Vivian Kaney DeHart 11/14/1955 2/23/2014 
 (Rev. Charles W. DeHart)
 
Ann L. Grogg 3/19/1944 7/14/2013 
 (Rev. Gary W. Grogg)
 
Mary Jo Heard 4/27/1945 7/24/2013 
 (Rev. Fred Heard)
 
Sara D. Hensley 1/13/1945 6/15/2013 
 (Rev. Bruce E. Hensley)
 
Eula M. Tiller 1/1/1928 10/20/2013 
 (Rev. John A. Tiller)
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Surviving Spouses 
In Memoriam

Foy Arnold Ketner 11/26/1917 12/30/2013 
 (Rev. George W. Arnold)  
 
Emily Buchanan 12/26/1924 2/27/2014 
 (Rev. George L. Buchanan)  
 
Mary Lou Clemons 4/29/1926 12/3/2013 
 (Rev. Luther Troy Clemons)  
 
Gertrude Haun 10/7/1926 3/28/2014 
 (Rev. Taylor Haun)  
 
Edna K. Haynes 3/18/1924 6/18/2013 
 (Rev. R. Ray Haynes)  
 
Joyce Ann Hillian 7/12/1934 4/10/2014 
 (Rev. James C. Hillian)  
 
Mauveline Jeffers 5/31/1913 10/3/2013 
 (Rev. E. B. Jeffers)  
 
Elizabeth Etoile Johnson 6/20/1932 12/20/2013 
 (Rev. George Dale Johnson)  
 
Barbara Kestner 2/26/1941 9/9/2013 
 (Rev. Ronald Eugene Kestner)  
 
Wanda Leidig 8/28/1921 1/13/2014 
 (Rev. Samuel E. Leidig)  
 
Mary Ellen Naff 1/28/1920 9/16/2013 
 (Rev. George E. Naff, Jr.)  
 
Betty J. Petty 8/29/1942 12/18/2013 
 (Rev. William B. Petty, Jr.)  
 
Teresa Potts 7/12/1911 5/15/2013 
 (Rev. C.N. Potts)  
 
Imogene Leota Ratledge 7/9/1935 3/4/2014 
 (Rev. Hugh Dean Ratledge)  
 
Wanda Snapp 8/31/1930 4/1/2014 
 (Rev. Claude C. Snapp)
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teD F. BAKeR
1935 – 2014
Ted was born January 29, 1935, in Knoxville, TN. He attended 
Fulton High School where he was president of his senior class. 
He was a graduate of Hiwassee College, Tennessee Wesleyan 
College and Candler School of Theology at Emory University. 
He grew up in Second Methodist Church in Knoxville.

Ted traveled the Holston Conference for 43 years, having 
served in many capacities from multiple-church charges to being 
superintendent of Johnson City District. He loved to preach and 

was passionate about revivals. He led 15 tours to the Holy Land and never tired of sharing that 
experience with friends.

Upon retirement, Ted began to garden and grew vegetables for most of Sweetwater! He 
also helped with canning and freezing the bounty. Fishing was a lifelong hobby. Having made 
Sweetwater his home, he became active in Sweetwater Area Ministries and supplied the pulpit 
at First Presbyterian Church until a minister was secured.

Ted is survived by his wife of 56 years, Nancy Wallace Baker, sons Butch and wife Nancy 
Jean, Jay and wife Tara, and daughter, Sissy Baker Polacek and husband Adam. He was also 
blessed with eight wonderful grandchildren, and if you gave him time, he would tell you about 
them.

Ted loved his Lord, his family, his home and his church, and served each unselfishly until 
God called him to serve in Heaven on March 30, 2014. A Celebration of Life was held at First 
UMC, Sweetwater, TN, on April 6, 2014.       ~ Submitted by his family

GeORGe WiLLiAM BAXteR, JR.
1925 – 2013
Dr. George William Baxter, Jr., was born in Mooresville, TN, on 
October 8, 1925, to George W. Baxter, Sr., and Lenora (Long) 
Baxter. In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his 
sister, Martha Louise Baxter.

The Navy sent George to Emory University to become a 
chaplain; he earned a B.A. there. He later earned a Master of 
Divinity from Yale University and a PhD in Psychology from 
George Peabody College at Vanderbilt University. He served 

as Associate Dean at Florida Southern College in Lakeland, FL, from 1959 to 1966. He was 
Professor of Psychology at King College in Bristol, TN, from 1969 to 1986. Upon retirement, 
he was ordained in The United Methodist Church and served as pastor of Virginia Avenue 
UMC in Bristol, TN.

George was a member of State Street UMC in Bristol, VA. He enjoyed fishing, gardening, 
and especially teaching.

George is survived by his wife of 54 years, Jane Farrar Baxter; two children, George 
William Baxter, III and wife Aileen Smith Baxter, and Elizabeth Baxter Smith and husband 
Michael Parker Smith; and two grandchildren, Colin William Baxter and Hannah Elizabeth 
Smith.
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George passed away on June 26, 2013 at Bristol Regional Medical Center. A memorial 
service was held on June 30, 2013, at State Street UMC with Pastors Jeff Wright and Mark 
Hicks officiating. He is interred at Glenwood Cemetery in Bristol, TN.

~ Submitted by his family

HOWARD PAUL CAstOR
1922 – 2014
Our beloved Paul passed on to be with the Lord November 17, 
2013. It was one week short of his 91st birthday. He was born on 
November 23, 1922, on the Castor Fruit Farm in upstate New 
York. In looking back, we realized that the defining moments of 
his life came when he saw active duty in Europe as a 24-year-old 
paratrooper in WWII. He was in the 502nd Parachute Regiment, 
101st Airborne Division in the Ardennes Forest in the Battle of 
Bastogne. One day, as enemy shells fell all around him and his 

foxhole buddy, Jack McNellis, they felt that “all hell broke loose.” The men were covered 
by shrapnel and debris as the battle raged on and the gunner was killed. However, Paul and 
Jack came away without a scratch. In seeking an answer, both men turned to God. The war 
experience had profoundly affected them. Eventually, Jack became a Jesuit priest and Paul 
became a missionary of the Methodist Church.

After the war ended, Paul completed his interrupted studies at Cornell University. Then he 
went on to study for another degree at Birmingham Southern in pre-med. In the process, his 
path forward had become clear. In answering God’s call to ministry, Paul then prepared for 
his life of service at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. On completion of this 
degree, he was ordained a Methodist minister and commissioned as a missionary to be sent 
overseas.

After language study in Chinese at Yale University, Paul began mission work in Malaya and 
served for over 20 years in parts of Southeast Asia including Singapore. He served as a pastor, 
teacher, evangelist, and Christian counselor as well as two terms as district superintendent. 
Paul had met Lee Lee, a teacher in the mission girls’ school. They got married in 1958. They 
served together as a missionary couple (and later as a “clergy couple”). They were blessed 
with three wonderful children: David Kim, Mei Lin, and Daniel Timothy. Paul’s appointments 
included Wesley Churches in Kuala Lumpur, Teluk Anson, Klang, Kuantan, and Singapore.

In 1975, the Castors returned to the US with their three children. In the Chattanooga District 
of the Holston Conference, Paul had served at First-Centenary UMC (as pastoral counselor), 
Hixson UMC, Lake Vista UMC, and Red Bank UMC, before his full retirement in 1986. 
What a privilege and blessing to have been a part of these gracious Christian congregations. 
It has been wonderful “reconnections!” The missionary who had baptized Lee Lee many 
years before was the Reverend Gunnar Teilman, a missionary member supported by Holston 
Conference. Gunnar, Wava, and their family, had been a close part of our lives in Southeast 
Asia as well as in the US. It was a joy also to have in Holston other missionary friends like 
Bob and Wiz Lundy and John and Judy Lundy. It was as some said, “missions come full 
circle.” The Castor family is truly thankful for the mercy, love, and grace of our wonderful 
God. ~ Submitted by his family
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QUiLLeN DAViD GReeN
1957 – 2013
Rev. Quillen David Green was born February 17, 1957, in Fort 
Oglethorpe, GA, to Quillen Geoffrey and Linda Sue (Alexander) 
Green. He was a 1979 graduate of the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga, earning a B.S. degree in elementary education. 
After teaching for two years, he entered the ministry and 
completed the course of study program at Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, Ga. He became a 
member of the Holston Conference in 1984. He was ordained as 

an Elder on June 10, 1996, and remained so until his death on September 19, 2013. David died 
at Vanderbilt Hospital in Nashville, TN, where he had undergone heart surgery for an L-VAD 
heart pump.

David loved being a pastor. He loved being a part of The United Methodist Church. He was 
grateful for all the years he was able to fulfill his highest calling in ministry. He served United 
Methodist churches in Copperhill, Greeneville, and Knoxville, TN. Wherever he lived and 
worked David was always involved with civic and community groups. When he passed away, 
he was serving as a chaplain for the Knoxville Police Department and the Knox Country 
Sheriff’s Department. He was a member of the John T. O’Conner Senior Center Advisory 
Board and member of the Kiwanis Club of West Knoxville.

David loved his family, especially his wife, Jill, who was a true partner in ministry and 
life. David and Jill were married at Rutherford Memorial UMC in Knoxville on December 4, 
2004. He is survived by his wife, Jill (Daniels), and adult children, Angela and Jason.

David loved life. When he walked into a room, you knew he was there. He stood tall 
and laughed loud. He paid attention to the details and never forgot a name. He had a sense 
of humor that was evident to all who knew him. He kept that sense of humor even when 
medically things got tough. He stayed positive and optimistic often saying, “This is just a 
bump in the road. And it will be alright.”

David knew it would be all right because he made his commitment to Christ a long time 
ago. His Celebration of Life Service took place at Fountain City UMC on September 22, 2013. 
Officiating was his mentor and friend, Rev. Dr. Randy Frye; District Superintendent, Rev. 
Nathan Malone; his pastor, Rev. Teresa Atkins McClure; and his best friend, Walter Wojnar.

~ Submitted by his family

HeNRY MONROe GROseCLOse 
1930 – 2014
On January 31, 2014, God called Henry to a new appointment in 
Heaven, one that will last through Eternity.

Henry Monroe Groseclose was born in Appalachia, VA. 
Growing up in the Appalachia UMC, he made a profession of 
faith that enabled him to walk with confidence and assurance 
that God was always with him. He graduated from Tennessee 
Wesleyan College and East Tennessee State University. To 
prepare for his call into the ministry, Henry earned a Master of 

Divinity from Duke University (1957). Henry served churches in southwest Virginia and east 
Tennessee of the Holston Conference for over 50 years. He served on various boards and 
committees in Holston and in the Southeastern Jurisdiction.



18

Henry preached and taught that the Lord is our keeper, with all of our life being in God’s 
care and protection. After the birth of his son, Stuart, who had a diagnosis of Down Syndrome, 
Henry became a strong advocate for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
He also demonstrated for his daughters how to be a voice for the voiceless and instilled 
in them a passion to advocate for justice for those who live on the margins of society. His 
daughter, Susan, followed in his footsteps by entering the ministry. His daughter, Louise, 
offers God’s love through her career as a nurse. Henry often commented how proud he was 
of them as they developed into loving, confident women. His face lit up as he enjoyed being 
around his grandsons, Phillip and Mark; he was humbled by being able to baptize them. He 
also saw them grow into handsome, sensitive, and compassionate young men.

Henry was a loving man, dedicated to his faith, family, and friends. He never met a stranger 
and was known for his outgoing and friendly personality. While serving at St. Mark’s UMC, 
he met his future wife, Janice Karen Wheeler. He became her dearest love, soul mate, best 
friend, confidant, and spiritual role model for 27 years. They enjoyed many adventures 
traveling around the world. Henry was known for his cooking skills, receiving requests for 
special dishes. He had a gift for entertaining, as Henry and Janice often welcomed friends into 
their home.

Later in life, it became difficult for Henry to engage in conversation or put words together 
into a complete thought. However, whenever family or friends were gathered around a table, 
with bowed heads and holding hands, he would use his strong “preacher voice” and say, “In 
the quiet of this moment, we come to you, God” and offer the most eloquent prayer, ending 
with “strengthen us in Your love”. Even during his last few days and hours, Henry knew with 
calmness and peacefulness that the Lord was present and was welcoming him home.

Henry is survived by his wife Dr. Janice Wheeler Groseclose, Rev. Susan Groseclose 
(Dennis Reid), and Louise (Col. Vincent) Vannoorbeeck, Phillip and Mark Vannoorbeeck.

“I lift my eyes to the hills - from where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth”. Psalms 121:1.

~ Submitted by Janice, Susan, and Louise

HeNRY A. HARLOW
1931 – 2013
Henry A. Harlow was born September 9, 1931, to George 
and Martha Harlow in Williamsburg, OH. Henry attended 
Williamsburg High School then graduated from Bethel College in 
McKenzie, TN. Henry married Nettie Faye Chandler on August 
16, 1951, in McKenzie. After graduation from Theological 
Seminary in 1957, Henry ministered in several Cumberland 
Presbyterian Churches and transferred into The United Methodist 
Church where he served until his transfer to Heaven (death) on 

September 13, 2013. Funeral services were held in Jefferson City, TN on September 14, with 
Rev. Diane Cornett and Rev. Millard Johnson officiating. Internment followed the services in 
Jefferson City Memorial Gardens.

Henry served in the Tennessee Wing of the Civil Air Patrol including service as Chaplain. 
Henry is survived by his loving and supportive wife of 63 years, his brother Beryl, and sister 

Lorraine Bradley. ~ Submitted by his family
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B. DAViD HODGe
1952 – 2013
B. David Hodge, 61, passed away on December 14, 2013, at his 
home. David was born on February 6, 1952, in Ocala, FL. He 
was raised in Florida and earned his M.A. of Divinity at Asbury 
Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY. 

David married Patricia Walters Hodge in Knoxville, TN, on 
October 8, 1993, and moved to Carlsbad in 2003.
He served in the U.S. Navy from 1971–1973. In 1987, he 
re-entered the armed forces and served as a U.S. Army Chaplain 

during Operation Desert Storm and also in Bosnia. He retired in November 2003.
“Chappy” is an ordained member of the Holston Conference of The United Methodist 

Church and has been pastor to several churches throughout the state of Tennessee. At the time 
of his passing, he attended Epworth United Methodist Church.

He is preceded in death by his sister, Deborah E. Lackey, and is survived by his wife, 
Patricia Hodge. A memorial service was held Thursday, December 19, at Epworth United 
Methodist Church with Rev. Phil Huston officiating. The Carlsbad Veteran’s Honor Guard 
performed military honors.

WiLLiAM H. LAssiteR
1936 – 2014
Reverend William H. “Bill” Lassiter, 77, died January 25, 
2014, at Erlanger Hospital in Chattanooga, TN. Bill was born 
November 10, 1936, in Sullivan County, TN, and was adopted at 
the age of 11 months by Ernest and Hilda (Cantrell) Lassiter and 
went to live in Smithville, TN.

Over the years, Bill worked as a Public Relations 
Representative for the Tennessee Game and Fish Commission 
in Nashville, Jackson, and Knoxville, TN. His career in 

broadcasting included radio stations in Winchester, Cowan, and Chattanooga, TN. Bill was 
also a sports writer and outdoor columnist for the Chattanooga Times Free-Press. 

Bill graduated from Dekalb County High School and attended Martin Methodist College. 
He received his B.A. from Tennessee Wesleyan in 1970, and his Master of Divinity from 
Emory University in 1973, as well as his Doctor of Divinity in 1975. Bill was ordained as 
an Elder in The United Methodist Church June 13, 1974. He served in the Cleveland and 
Chattanooga districts for over 30 years. After his retirement from ministry, Bill was involved 
in church ministry at Holly Avenue UMC until his death. Two of Bill’s former church 
members accepted God’s call to ministry in The United Methodist Church.

Bill is survived by his wife, Sally (Miller) Lassiter; daughter, Kathryn Murphy; son, Tom 
Lassiter and stepsons, Tommy Harney and Logan Carmichael; several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Bill loved people and his special gift was his smile and positive attitude. He was known by 
the children in the church as “Mr. Bill” and was a great role model to all. After his retirement, 
Bill loved to fish, watch the wildlife, and spend time with his pets at his home on the lake. 
One of his greatest accomplishments was the publication of his book, The Lonesome Goose 
and Other Stories, in 2012.
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A celebration of Bill’s life was held on January 28, 2014, at Holly Avenue UMC in South 
Pittsburg with the Rev. Michael Johnson and the Rev. Joe Moore officiating.

 ~ Submitted by his family

DAViD ALLeN LAWReNCe
1938 – 2014
David Allen Lawrence was born May 3, 1938, in E. St. Louis, IL, 
and he grew up in Columbus, MS, as the oldest of four children. 
He played four sports in high school and received a football 
scholarship to Millsaps College. He graduated in 1960 and went 
on to Candler School of Theology at Emory University where 
he graduated in 1963. He was ordained on May 2, 1963, at St. 
Matthews UMC, Kingsport, by Bishop Short.

David served weekend student pastorates and began with 
Harrison Bay, Chattanooga. After he married Louise Lowry of Forest, MS, in 1960, David was 
sent to Jones Chapel, Carlock Circuit at Etowah and Athens, TN. David was assigned to Unity 
Circuit at Cleveland, TN, for a year and to Virginia Avenue UMC, Knoxville for three years.

His next pastorate was his longest. He remained ten years at Oakwood UMC and was sent 
on to Wheeler UMC, Blountville.

David and family returned to Knoxville and served six years at Halls, Central. He went to 
Middlesettlements UMC, Maryville for six years and then to Fincastle UMC, LaFollette for 
three years. His last appointment was Bethel UMC Amherst, Knoxville. 

David became a bi-lateral amputee from diabetes and was 64 years old when he retired 
in 2002. He served as a United Methodist minister for 50 years. David and Louise retired to 
Ethelsville, AL. He passed away on January 10, 2014, at Regency Hospital, Meridian, MS.

Rev. Lawrence is survived by his wife, Louise Lowry Lawrence, Ethelsville, AL; son, 
Steven Lawrence, St. Petersburg, FL; daughter, Helen L. Freeman, Dayton, TN; sister, 
Jeanne Atkins, Ethelsville, AL; sister-in-law, Carla Lowry of Georgetown, TX; brother, John 
Lawrence, LaGrange, Ga; four grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.

~ Submitted by his family

BiLLY RAY LiCHLYteR, sR.
1942 – 2014
Billy Ray Lichlyter, Sr., was born on December 2, 1942, in 
Tellico Plains, TN. He was the son of Noah and Ella Mae 
(Former) Lichlyter. Bill was a graduate of Tellico Plains High 
School, Walters State Community College, and Duke Divinity 
School.

He is survived by his wife, Linda (Gray) Lichlyter and 
their three children Melissa, Stacia, and Billy, Jr., and seven 
grandchildren.

Bill was a man of quiet courage who loved the Lord and loved to lead people to the Lord. 
After his retirement he was busy serving those less fortunate, or those simply going through 
a difficult time, at Elisha’s Food Pantry in White Pine, TN. Bill had a special love and 
compassion for the patrons of the pantry and ministered to them by sharing God’s Word each 
week.
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One of Bill’s favorite pastimes was riding his Honda Silver Wing bike and organizing riding 
groups at various churches he served in the Holston Conference.

Bill was dearly loved and is missed by his wife and family and his church family. His 
devotion to the Lord and to his family is a lasting legacy not to be forgotten by family and 
friends.

Bill died on January 14, 2014, and was buried in Tellico Plains, TN, on January 18. A 
celebration of life service was held on January 19, 2014, at Freedom Fellowship in White 
Pine, TN. Officiating clergy were Dr. David Barnett, Scott Childs, and Will Scott.

Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there anything too hard for me? 
Jeremiah 32:27 KJV ~ Submitted by his family

CLAReNCe V. MCCALL, JR.
1933 – 2013
Clarence V. McCall, Jr., was born on February 14, 1933, at 
Broadford, VA. His father was Clarence V. McCall, Sr., and his 
mother was Lovella (Whitely) McCall. They later moved to 
North Tazewell, VA, where Clarence was educated. He graduated 
from Tazewell High School in 1949.

In 1950, Clarence enrolled at Hiwassee College, in 
Madisonville, TN. He attended Hiwassee College for two years, 
receiving his Associate of Arts degree. While at Hiwassee 

College, he was called to be a minister. Robert Hilton was the chaplain at Hiwassee College 
while Clarence was there and served as an inspiration and encouraging factor for young 
Clarence.

After graduation, Clarence became a student at Emory & Henry College, where he 
continued his path in the ministry. In 1954, while still a student, he married the love of his life, 
Ella Casey of Richlands, VA.

Emory University in Atlanta was the next educational stop for the McCalls. Clarence 
received his Master of Theology in 1958, and his Master of Arts in 1965, both from 
the Candler School of Theology. Clarence’s first churches were in Whitwell, TN, in the 
Chattanooga District. While serving in Whitwell, he and Ella’s family grew with the birth of 
Victoria Jane, January 5, 1960, and Anne Casey, April 13, 1962. Upon leaving Whitwell, the 
McCall’s moved to Plasterco, VA, for 2 years.

In 1964, Hiwassee College was experiencing a season of growth. More students led to 
more teachers, a position Clarence had long thought he would like to pursue. For the next 36 
years, Clarence taught, counseled, encouraged, worshipped with, cried and laughed with his 
beloved students. Even as a teacher, he did not put aside his ceaseless appreciation of learning 
and education for himself and in 1980 he graduated from the University of Tennessee with a 
Doctorate in Education. He retired from teaching in 2000. In 2013, he was elected Board of 
Governors Emeritus of the Hiwassee College Alumni Association.

Clarence and Ella moved to Athens, GA, in September of 2010, to be closer to their 
daughters and three grandchildren. Clarence never lost his love of Volunteer football, going to 
the beach, listening to music, singing, walking, attending church, enjoying sunshine, laughing, 
and most of all his family.

On December 16, 2013, after a life of earthly service, Clarence answered the Lord’s call to 
return to his reward. He passed quietly and with peace, knowing he would now be singing in a 
Heavenly choir. His teaching continues.

~ Submitted by his family
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DONALD s. MOORe
1924 – 2014
The Reverend Donald Moore of Maryville TN, husband, father, 
grandfather, and mentor, passed away peacefully Sunday, 
March16, 2014, at the ripe age of 90. 

His sense of adventure and faith in God led to a full and 
rewarding life, from an East Tennessee farm boy to a B-17 
belly-gunner in WWII; a Methodist missionary with the Iban 
tribe in the jungles of Sarawak in Southeast Asia, and in Africa 
with the people of the Congo (formerly Zaire) in Kinshasa 

and Lubumbashi; and a Methodist minister for many Holston Conference churches in East 
Tennessee. He received a BA in History from the University of Tennessee and a Masters 
of Divinity from Emory University. His greatest achievement was his marriage to Bettie Jo 
Harrison who accompanied him from the snake-infested jungles of the mission field to the 
welcoming communities of East Tennessee and generally kept him in line. As a minister, Don 
enjoyed sharing his learning and his distinct sense of humor with everyone. 

He was preceded in death by his beloved Bettie, and is survived by three children; Donna 
(Dave) Collins of Lynchburg, VA, Stacy (Matt) Lynch of Fayetteville, NC, and Russell Moore 
of Mansfield, TX, and seven grandchildren; sister-in-law, Nathaline McCartha of Chapin, SC. 

Funeral services were held Friday, March 21, 2014 at Farrar Funeral Home Chapel with 
Rev. Gerald Sanders and Rev. Larry DeVault officiating. Interment followed at Ebenezer 
Cemetery.

KYLe OVeRtON
1933 – 2014
Kyle Overton was born in Pontiac, MI, on February 24, 1933, to 
Charles and Nola (Longmire) Overton. He grew up in Knoxville, 
TN, graduated from Central High School in 1950, and soon after 
served two years in the United States Army. After returning to 
Knoxville, he entered the University of Tennessee and graduated 
with a Bachelor’s Degree. Soon after his graduating, he was 
employed by Retail Credit Company and the State of Tennessee 
as a Parole Officer at Brushy Mountain Penitentiary.

Kyle was a faithful member of Emerald Avenue UMC from his youth. It was there he was 
called into the ministry. He served University Avenue UMC in Knoxville for 2 years and then 
moved to Atlanta, GA, to attend seminary at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology 
where he received a Master of Divinity Degree.

He began his fulltime ministry serving United Methodist churches in Greeneville, TN, and 
Dryden, VA. After these ministries, he decided to further his education by attending a Clinical 
Pastoral Education program in Harlan, KY, to train for the chaplaincy. After this program, he 
moved to Columbia, SC, to work for Epworth Children’s Home.

After ten years there, he returned to Tennessee and Holston Conference to serve as pastor 
of Trentville UMC, Lonsdale UMC, and Chestnut Hill UMC. He retired in 1998, returned to 
Knoxville, and settled in the Halls area. He returned to Emerald Avenue UMC, took an active 
part, and assisted the ministers there when needed. 
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Kyle married Carolyn Laugherty in 1956 and they had two children: Mark Alan Overton 
and Marty Marie Alexander. Kyle and Carolyn were married for 57 years.

Kyle participated in several community clubs and was an usher for the University of 
Tennessee men’s basketball team and Lady Vols basketball, softball, and soccer teams. He was 
a member of MENSA.

After a long illness, Kyle died January 25, 2014. He was buried January 29, 2014, at 
Greenwood Cemetery in Knoxville. Due to inclement weather, the Celebration of Life Service 
had to be postponed until February 22, 2014. The service was at Emerald Avenue UMC 
with Rev. Ben Padgett of Ft. Payne, AL; Rev. James R. Bailes of Emerald Avenue UMC, 
Knoxville, TN; Rev. Robert Bean of Emerald Avenue UMC, Knoxville, TN; and Rev. John 
Ripley, a retired minister of Holston Conference officiating.

~ Submitted by his family

ROBeRt stiNsON POWeRs
1928 – 2014
Rev. Robert Stinson Powers served the Church he loved all of 
his life from his salvation at age eight to his death at age 85. He 
was a full-time pastor in the Holston Conference for 40 years, 
leading 26 churches in three different states. In one appointment, 
he had seven churches. He also served as Director of the Wesley 
Foundation at Clinch Valley College in Wise, VA, and it was 
during his tenure that the current building was built. 

“Brother Bob” was born on Election Day, Nov. 5, 1928. 
He used to joke that his mother only missed voting in one presidential election. His parents 
were Thomas Benton Powers and Amy Lee (Stinson) Powers, and he had three older sisters: 
Florence Thompson Walker, Lois Bowie, and Erma Runals. Bob graduated from Grundy High 
School, Grundy, VA (1946), from Emory & Henry College (1950), and from Candler School 
of Theology (1953). He was admitted to the Holston Conference as a probationer in 1951, 
ordained a deacon in 1952, and ordained an elder in 1953.  

He met his future wife, Carol Ann Force, at Emory & Henry College and married her three 
years later. Their three children are Peggy Powers, a volunteer serving in Jerusalem; John 
Powers, music director for Kingsley UMC in Kingsport; and Lucy Wetherington and husband 
Charles in Knoxville. Lucy and Charlie have four children: Alicia, Alexander, Libby, and Debi 
Wetherington, and Brother Bob certainly enjoyed being “Grandpa.”

Bob Powers enjoyed music and singing and joined the choirs in the churches he served. He 
wanted people to fall in love with Jesus, and he prayed that when he was in the pulpit, he could 
step back from the spotlight and let the congregation see the Savior and His love for them. 
He had a passion for youth ministry and camping ministry, being actively involved in them 
throughout his ministry. He was also a leader in the Town and Country Commission of the 
1950’s and 1960’s. He was proud of the connectionalism of the UMC, and one of his favorite 
words was “united.” He was always “mission-minded” and taught his churches to support all 
“their pastors” through their Conference giving. Many folk will remember his love of gadgets 
and computers and how he carried $2 bills all the time. He was a generous person who shared 
his money freely with ministries and neighbors in need. His children have set up a fund through 
the Holston Conference Foundation in his memory to support the scholarships of the Kingsport 
District UM Fellowship. 

Bob lived his last six years at West Hills Health and Rehab, a nursing home on Middlebrook 
Pike in Knoxville. He was quite sick his final six weeks there and died of aspiration pneumonia 
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on February 6, 2014. His memorial service was held at the church he attended and supported 
for 21 years, Washington Pike UM Church, the congregation into which his wife was born and 
to which they retired together in 1993. Revs. Pat Polis and Bob Hamilton led the congregation 
on February 15, in scripture, song, and memories as they praised God and thanked Him for His 
faithful servant, Bob Powers. ~ Submitted by his family

HUGH DeAN RAtLeDGe
1937 – 2014
My dad was born June 10, 1937, in Friendsville, TN, to James 
Thomas Ratledge and Mary Elizabeth (Long) Ratledge. He 
attended and graduated high school in Friendsville. He went into 
the U.S. Navy, serving on the USS Forrestal. After completing 
his duties there, he moved to Surgoinsville, where he met and 
married Imogene (Cooper) Ratledge on January 13, 1962. They 
have two daughters, Rhonda and Tammy, three granddaughters 
and one grandson. He was very active in the lives of his children 

and grandchildren. In 1976, he received his license to preach. He took courses at Hiwassee 
College and Emory. Dad loved to farm and raise vegetables to sell at the farmers’ market. 
After many years of working at AGC Glass, farming and pastoring various churches, dad 
retired. He continued to be active in church as song leader, Sunday School teacher, and 
filling in when needed to preach. Before he got sick, he assisted in my sister’s and two of the 
grandchildren’s baptisms. In the last few months of his life, I saw him most upset because he 
was not able to attend church. After celebrating 52 years of marriage on January 13, 2014, 
my dad went home to be with the Lord on January 16, 2014. His funeral was held at Johnson 
Funeral Home, Church Hill, TN with the Reverend Chris Castle officiating. He was buried in 
Bethel Cemetery on January 19, 2014, with military services. Just 46 days later, my mother 
Imogene followed him home. ~ Submitted by his family

RALPH e. RiVeRs
1940 – 2013
Rev. Dr. Ralph E. Rivers passed away on December 16, 2013, 
in Riceville, TN. He was born February 17, 1940, to Ralph 
W. and Minnie Ruth (Smith) Rivers in Lake Panasoffkee, FL. 
He married Sharon A. Sebekow Rivers January 1, 1988. He is 
survived by wife Sharon, children Robin Anne Benton, Charles 
Kenneth Miller, Jr., and Jason Scott Miller.

He graduated from Coral Gables High School and attended 
Florida State University, Mercer University, Emory University 

and Candler School of Theology. He was awarded an honorary doctorate degree from Coral 
Ridge Bible College and Seminary. Ralph served in Georgia at Barton Chapel, 1976; College 
Park, 1979; Christ, 1980; Campbellton, 1980; Buchanan, 1982; and Emerson, 1983 as a 
student/local pastor.

Ralph was admitted to Florida Conference in 1985, ordained as full member in 1991. He 
served at Lady Lake and Oxford, 1985; Lady Lake 1989; Okeechobee, First, 1993; Roseland, 
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1996; Melbourne, Wesley, 1999; North Ft. Meyers, Good Shepherd, 2001. He served in 
various positions on conference boards and agencies. He retired in 2008.

After retirement, he pastored Mt. Olivet, Goodfield, and Mt. Carmel, Decatur, TN, 2010.
Ralph had been active in the Civil Air Patrol, Ranger Corp before his retirement. He was 

talented in photography and music.
Ralph passed away at home December 16, 2013, of cancer. A memorial service was held 

December 19, 2013, at Mt. Carmel, Decatur, TN, with Rev. Joe Green, DS, and Rev. Hugh 
Bryan officiating. A graveside service was held at Pine Level Cemetery, Oxford, FL, with Rev. 
Bill Kennedy officiating. ~ Submitted by his family

CALViN sAM tABOR, sR.
1939 – 2013
Calvin Sam Tabor, Sr., was born December 23, 1939, in 
Boissevain, VA. His parents were Joe and Norma Blankenship 
Tabor. After finishing high school at Pocahontas, he served three 
years in the U.S. Army. He worked in the mines approximately 
20 years as an electrician.

He was married to the late Phyllis Tabor. They had three 
children, Pam, Regina, and Sam, Jr., four grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren.

Calvin accepted Jesus and was baptized in 1967. Calvin’s mother told him at an early age 
that she felt like he would be called to preach someday. She passed away at an early age.

Calvin had an Associate Degree from New River Community College. He attended 
Northeast State Community College. He completed six years at Duke University. He became 
licensed to preach and later was ordained as a Deacon in 1976. He was elected an Associate 
Member in 1990.

Calvin pastored 20 churches during his ministry. He was assigned to his first circuit in 1974 
at Staffordville, then Rocky Gap in 1977. Later he went to the Kingsport District and pastored 
five more churches.

After losing his first wife to cancer, he met his wife, Roberta Hobbs. Calvin was preaching a 
funeral and she was singing. They were married November 5, 2005, at Ross Campground with 
Fred Dearing officiating. They had a wonderful and blessed marriage.

Calvin has been a wonderful father to his children Eric and Tanya. They loved him so very 
much. He was a caring, humble, loving, and precious person. Not only did his family love him 
so very much, but everyone who met him loved him.

Calvin was a great storyteller, entertaining many in his home as they listened to his stories 
and his experiences in his ministry. He kept everyone laughing.

Calvin enjoyed all the church functions, and especially the children and teens.
Calvin retired in 2008, but continued to pastor Valley Center until his death. He loved 

to travel, but did not like to leave his churches for very long. He enjoyed fishing with the 
grandchildren, loved music, entertaining the church family and his family at his home, and he 
loved cooking and helping in the kitchen.

Before his health worsened, he would mow elderly people’s yards, visit the nursing homes, 
and help feed the people. He never wanted to see anyone go hungry. He served as a Chaplain 
at Holston Valley medical for several years. He ran five miles a day before his health declined.

His favorite thing to do was to study and research the Bible. He studied four hours a day 
and brought wonderful messages.
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Calvin was admitted to Holston Valley Hospital December 27, 2013, with pneumonia. The 
last three years of his life had worsened with diabetes, heart problems, COPD, and a light 
stroke. 

His funeral was at Carter-Trent Funeral Home Chapel Friday, January 3, 2014, with burial at 
Herman UMC Cemetery the following day. Rev. David Graves and Rev. Ray Amos officiated.

Calvin preached his last message December 22, 2013, at Valley Center. He ended with, 
“I may not be here much longer, but there’s one thing I know is where I’m going and that is 
Heaven.” His favorite Bible verses were John 3:16 and John 14:1-3. He has left a legacy of 
faith, hope and love!

~ Submitted by his wife, Roberta

stANLeY ReUBeN WiLLiAMs
1946 – 2013
Stanley Reuben Williams was a pastor more than twenty-
two years. He was always sensitive to the concerns of 
women, children, families, and the needs and problems of 
the disenfranchised regardless of race, ethnicity, or religion. 
Stanley was constantly adding to the scope of Eastdale Village 
Community, Inc.

Stanley R. Williams was the founder of the Village Learning 
and Day Care Center, wherein he sponsored an annual back-to-

school drive for under-privileged students and an annual Christmas party for children whose 
parents were unable to provide them Christmas gifts.

Stanley R. Williams was a champion and defender of the poor. He used his gifts and talents 
to reach out to those who were in need, marginalized, and dehumanized.

Stanley R. Williams’ ministries provided caring services to the least, lost, and left out. His 
vision was carried through a transition house for those who needed another chance and a 
helping hand.

Stanley R. Williams was truly blessed with golden opportunities to be the pastor at Eastdale 
Village Community UMC for almost seventeen years. We are grateful and consider him and 
his life an honor.

“Thank you, God, for allowing me to be a servant leader to the people.”
~ Submitted by his family

Clergy Spouses

sCARLett MARie BLeViNs
1941 – 2013
Scarlett Marie Reedy Blevins, 72, of Troutdale, died September 1, 2013 at her home. She was 
born March 28, 1941 in Rugby, to the late Grace Gualtney and Charlie Reedy. 

Scarlett was a wonderful woman and pastor’s wife. She was extremely supportive and 
helpful in every way. One D.S. referred to us as a team, and we were. She loved the Lord and 
worked with the congregation, especially children. She had a special gift for music and used it 
to praise the Lord. We all miss her deeply, but the pain is lessened by knowing she completed 
her journey and is waiting for us.
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Survivors include her husband, Rev. Ken Blevins of the home; two daughters and spouse, 
Teresa Sells of the home and Tammy and Kyle Roberts of Troutdale, VA; son and spouse, 
Dennis and Sandy Hill of Troutdale; step-daughter and spouse, Sheila B. and Shawn Stone of 
Hillsville, VA; Foster son: Patrick Snyder of Wytheville, VA; grandchildren, Joey and Stacy 
Sells, Jon and Christy Sells and Jenny Hill; step-grandchildren, Cody Osborne, Emma Stone, 
Jordan Stone and McKenzie Stone; special friends, Kathryn Cruise and Lucille Wyatt. 

Her funeral service was held September 3, 2013, at the Reins-Sturdivant Funeral Home 
Chapel in Independence, VA, with the Rev. Bill Shupe and the Rev. Bob Cheeks officiating. 
Burial was in the Bald Rock Cemetery in Troutdale, VA.

~ Submitted by her husband, Rev. Kenneth Blevins

CARRie LOU sMeLseR CARteR
1930 – 2013
After a long battle with Alzheimer’s disease, Carrie Lou 
went home to be with her Heavenly Father on Monday, 
September 23, 2013. She was born in Knoxville, TN, on June 15, 
1930. She was the daughter of John and Beulah Smelser. 
She grew up in the Fountain City Methodist Church.

Carrie attended Fountain City Elementary School, crossed 
the street and graduated from Central High School in May of 
1948. Carrie met Edwin C. Carter, Jr., at her first full-time job. 

They were married four years later on June 1, 1952. Ed was in the Navy medics at the time, 
stationed at the Naval Hospital in Portsmouth, VA. After their wedding, they returned to 
Portsmouth. Carrie worked for the City of Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce while they lived 
there. They have two daughters, Cheryl Ann Carter, the Gifted Coordinator at Jasper Middle 
School in Georgia; Martha Carol Routh, a kindergarten teacher at Sterchi Elementary School in 
Knoxville. Martha is married to John W. Routh.

Carrie became an accountant and served as Director of Student Affairs at Hiwassee College 
while Ed was in seminary and pastor of three churches on the Vonore Methodist Circuit. She 
was secretary to Dr. Mervin Seymour in the Chattanooga District of The United Methodist 
Church. She moved to Knoxville with her husband and later became the Director of the Holston 
Conference Board of Pensions and Health Care of The United Methodist Church. She later took 
tax classes at UT night school in order to help United Methodist pastors who asked her for help 
on their taxes.

Carrie was a delegate to the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference in July 1984 and 1988. 
She was the first woman from the SEJC elected to the General Board of Directors of Pensions 
and Health Care in 1984. She served two terms from 1984 to 1992. Carrie was elected 
Secretary her last term. She also served on the Architectural Committee when the General 
Board moved from Chicago to Evanston, IL. Carrie was a member of the first Wesleyan 
Service Guild for young women at Fountain City Methodist Church in 1948. As a young 
woman, she was a Sunday School teacher and Junior League Counselor. She has served in 
every capacity of the United Methodist Women but refused president of that organization many 
times due to work and other obligations.

Carrie is survived by Ed, her husband of 61 years, her daughters, Cheryl (Sherry) and 
Martha, her brother, John Smelser, Jr., and sister, Jo Ann Brown, her grandchildren, Rusty 
McCauley (Catalina-wife), Carter Routh, and Carol Ann Routh, her great-granddaughter, 
Braelyn McCauley and great-grandson, Beckham McCauley, other family members and a host 
of friends. ~ Submitted by her family
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ViViAN KANeY DeHARt
1955 – 2014
Vivian Kaney DeHart, 58, of Christiansburg, passed away on 
Sunday, February 23, 2014, at the Lewis Gale Montgomery 
Hospital. She was preceded in death by her parents, James and 
Mildred Kaney. 

She is survived by her loving husband of 28 years, Charles 
DeHart; the honor of a son, David C. DeHart; and a daughter, 
Cathleen M. North; sister, Tina M. Melton and her husband, 
Matt; and their daughter, Olivia; brothers-in-law, Earl R. 

DeHart, Jr., and Eric N. DeHart; sister-in-law, Kay E. Cash; step-mother, Essie Lee Kaney; 
grandchildren, Gabriel DeHart and Megan North. Also, a special word of thanks goes to her 
lifelong girlfriend since first grade, Kay C. Austell of Kernersville, NC. 

Viv belonged to the Navy ROTC at North Augusta, SC High School and was greatly 
honored to be the first female to be ranked – she earned the top rank of Lt. Commander. Her 
early passion was teaching, and she taught in North Augusta, SC, and in Miami-Dade County 
in FL. She served as a Pharmacist Tech for 10 years; a Patient Advocate in the E.R. for two 
years at DeKalb General Hospital, Decatur, GA. As a pastor’s wife, she excelled in fulfilling 
that role for the next 24 years, and retired with Charles in Greeneville, TN, in 2009. Relocating 
to Christiansburg in June 2009, the DeHarts were proud to unite with St. Paul UMC. 

A Memorial Service was conducted on Tuesday, March 4, 2014, in the St. Paul UMC 
sanctuary to celebrate her life well lived. Officiating were Rev. Michael J. Copeland and Rev. 
Doug Kanney. ~ Submitted by her family

ANN LOeFFLeR GROGG
1944 – 2013
Ann Loeffler Grogg passed away on July 14, 2013, at The 
Hospice Care Center in Chattanooga, TN, after a courageous 
struggle with pancreatic cancer. Ann was born March 19, 1944, 
in Oklahoma City, OK, the daughter of Norman Frederick 
Loeffler, Sr., and Harriet Eloise (Longtin) Loeffler. She graduated 
from Putnam City High School in Oklahoma City, where she 
played French horn in the band and met friends with whom she 
maintained contact throughout her life. A descendent of Chief 

Pushmataha of the Choctaw Nation, she was very proud of her Native American heritage, and 
she never lost her love of the wind-blown prairie and American West.

Ann met her future husband, the Reverend Gary W. Grogg, at Asbury College and they 
were married on September 2, 1964, in Oklahoma City, OK. She was a supportive part of 
her husband’s forty-year career as a Holston Conference minister and was active in the many 
churches of which she was a member. She often sang in the church choirs and participated in 
short-term mission trips. Ann received a Bachelor of Arts in Education from East Tennessee 
State University (with honors) and a Master of Arts in Education from Berry College (with 
honors). A dedicated elementary school teacher for more than 30 years, she influenced and 
enriched countless children’s lives in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Georgia. She was a member 
of Alpha Delta Kappa, the international honorary organization for women educators, was 
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honored as Teacher of the Year at Cherokee Ridge Elementary School in Walker County, GA, 
and continued to tutor and assist former students and colleagues into her retirement.

In retirement, Ann and Gary were able to travel around the world, picking up t-shirts and 
souvenirs for the grandchildren in such far-away locales as Norway and Antarctica and many 
places in between. Ann is fondly remembered for her fiery red hair, her love of laughter and 
fun and shopping, her passion for teaching, her commitment to her faith, and her devotedness 
to her family. Ann never met a stranger; she could (and did) talk to anyone and we all loved 
her for it. She was preceded in death by her parents and her brother, Norman F. Loeffler, Jr. 
She is survived by her husband, the Rev. Gary W. Grogg; daughters, Amy L. Grogg and Jill 
E. Grogg; son-in-law, Jeff Weddle; and grandchildren, Gus Weddle, Harper Ann Weddle, 
and Sophie Grogg. A private graveside service was held on July 16, 2013, at the Tennessee-
Georgia Memorial Park in Walker County, GA, where she is buried. A memorial service of 
celebration was held Saturday, July 20, 2013, at Christ UMC in Chattanooga, TN, with Dr. 
Matt Hampton, the Rev. James Fillingim, and Dr. B.R. Martin officiating. 

~ Submitted by her family

MARY JO HeARD
1945 – 2013 
Mary Jo Heard, age 68 of Sevierville, passed away Wednesday, 
July 24, 2013. She was a member of Roberts UMC but was also 
active with her husband Fred at Murp hy’s Chapel and Luretta 
UMC. Mrs. Heard ministered alongside her husband of 42 years 
and was involved in many church organizations. She was known 
for her gifts and cards that she gave to so many. Mrs. Heard loved 
to play the piano and sing. She brought joy to all those around her.

Mary Jo Heard was preceded in death by her father, Carl 
Loy. Her survivors include husband Rev. Fred Heard; son, Jack Heard and wife Joy; daughter, 
Tammy Carpenter and husband Steven; grandchildren: Taylor, Bryson, Gabie, Seth, Sarah, 
Silas, Salem; mother: Helen Loy; sisters: Linda Bradshaw and husband Gaines, Cheryl Hatcher 
and husband Dennis, Kathy Jackson and husband Mark, Lisa Stewart and husband Bill; one 
niece and several nephews; several aunts and uncles.

A Going-Home Celebration was held Saturday, July 27, in the chapel of Atchley Funeral 
Home with Rev. Charles Maynard officiating. Burial was at Sherwood Cemetery, Maryville, TN.

~ Submitted by her family

sARA D. HeNsLeY
1945 – 2013
Sara D. Hutchins was born in Wadesboro, NC, on January 13, 1945, and moved to Carthage, 
MO, before beginning her junior high school days.

On a blind date in 1960, she and Bruce Hensley began their 50-year relationship. In June 
1963, she married Bruce and four years later she assumed the role of pastor’s wife as Bruce 
accepted the office of pastor.

In the 1970s, she helped her husband in the Missouri West Conference and in 1978-79 
helped her husband serve as a guest pastor in a church of 3,600 members at Central Assembly 
of God.



30

In 1987, under the guidance of Bishop Eutsler, she helped pack up her family and moved to 
Tennessee to become a part of the Holston Conference.

For the next few years she was busy helping with the different UMW’s at Wears Valley, 
Pleasant Hill, Walden’s Creek, Union Grove, Jones Chapel, Wesleyanna, Mosheim Central, 
Mt. Pleasant, Strawberry Plains, St. Johns, Charleston, Valley Head, Black Fox, and South 
Cleveland. While at the Sevierville Parish, she opened the parsonage each week to a Bible 
study attended by members from all four churches in the parish. 

In every charge where her husband pastored, she became known as a “prayer warrior” and 
spent up to five hours every day in prayer. She enjoyed making house calls with her husband 
and was good at sensing the needs of the parishioners.

Her greatest joy was helping people know Jesus in a real and relevant way. This was 
not only accomplished here in the USA but in foreign countries through her involvement 
with Volunteers in Missions. In 2001, she and her husband Bruce were interviewed by the 
Conference and approved to become fulltime missionaries to Argentina. 

Two years before her death she wrote the book, Baby Hold On To The Dove, published by 
Xulon Press. This book shows the importance of developing a close relationship with the Holy 
Spirit.

Sara suffered with heart problems for five years before her death but she continued 
teaching, praying, and sharing her love for Jesus until she died of congestive heart failure 
on June 15, 2013. At the time of her death, Sara Hensley was on staff at the International 
Worship Center in Cleveland, TN. The IWC is made up of Hispanics from 23 different 
countries. She was responsible for the English speaking Bible Class on Wednesday night, 
conducting three prayer meetings each week, and counseling young married women.

She was married to Bruce for fifty years and one week.
She leaves behind her husband Bruce, a daughter Beth, a son Ethan, and four 

grandchildren. ~ Submitted by her family

eULA M. tiLLeR
1928 – 2013
Eula M. Tiller, age 85, of Knoxville, TN, passed away Sunday, 
October 20, 2013, at Physicians Regional Medical Center. She 
was an active member of Lincoln Park Community United 
Methodist Church since 1958. Survivors include her husband 
of 69 years, Rev. John A. Tiller, Knoxville; daughter and 
son-in-law, Donna and Daryll Jeffries, Knoxville; son and 
daughter-in-law, Edward R. and Phyllis J. Tiller, Rockford; 
five grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; four great-great 

grandchildren; three sisters; and one brother. 
A funeral service was held Wednesday, October 23, 2013, at Lincoln Park Community 

UMC with Reverend John Gargis officiating. A graveside service followed at Lynnhurst 
Cemetery. 
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Surviving Spouses

FOY eVeLYN WRiGHt ARNOLD-KetNeR
1917 – 2013
Foy Evelyn Wright Amold-Ketner, a lifelong resident of 
East Tennessee, went home to be with the Lord Monday, 
December 30, 2013, at the age of 96 in Palm Beach, FL. She 
passed away at the Palm Beach Gardens Hospice Medical Center 
in North Palm Beach, FL.

She was born November 26, 1917, in Middlesboro, KY, to 
the late George Hopkins and Myrtle Denny Wright. She married 
George Walter Arnold in 1934 and moved to Kingsport, TN. 

Together they were active members of the Highland Park Methodist Church until her husband 
became a minister in the Holston Conference. As the wife to a Methodist minister, she had an 
active life holding many positions in the church. Her love was teaching Sunday School and 
being in church choirs and music ministry. She also was a beloved teacher of kindergarten and 
the handicapped. Foy lived a life of dedication to her savior and her family. She was a member 
of the Fairhaven UMC in Jonesborough, TN.

In addition to her parents and seven siblings, she is preceded in death by her beloved 
husbands, the Rev. George W. Arnold and James R. Ketner, and an infant child George W. 
Arnold, Jr. Surviving is her brother, Wallace Wright and sisters, Eunice Sabet, Clarice Ellison, 
and Mary Ruth McCreary. She has five surviving children: Audrey A. Burnett of Fancy Gap, 
VA, Hilda L. Fletcher of Tappahannock, VA, Phillip S. Arnold of Chester, VA, David E. 
Arnold of Jonesborough, TN, and Patricia L. Hafer of North Palm Beach, FL. She also leaves 
behind twelve grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren and they were the joy of her life. 
Although her family truly misses her, we know she is now rejoicing in Heaven, worshiping 
Jesus, and being reunited with her loved ones.

Mom was a loving wife, devoted mother, a proud grandmother and great-grandmother. She 
was a good citizen who gave of herself and her time to improve the lives of others. She loved 
life and all of its joys. She was an avid gardener and enjoyed travel and time with family. A 
large part of her life was devoted to others as she extended the right hand of Christian love and 
fellowship.

Many awards and honors came to Mom through her work with the physically and mentally 
handicapped. In essence, she became “mom” to many children in her care. She loved each 
child as though he were her own.

She is interred at the Washington County Memorial Gardens in Johnson City, TN. She has 
gone on to be with her beloved husbands and family. Mom is remembered for her love of God 
and family. It’s her time to rejoice. ~Submitted by her daughter, Audrey
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eMiLY BiM BUCHANAN
1924 – 2014
My Mamaw was born Emily Bim Russell on December 26, 
1924, in New Tazewell, TN. She attended Claiborne Co. High 
School but never finished. She didn’t need to finish school 
because God called her to a higher vocation as the wife of a 
preacher. It is true that God calls out special people to carry his 
word into the world. But Mamaw was an example that God calls 
out people in the world for all sorts of jobs.

From the moment she married my Papaw, George Lynch 
Buchanan, on March 20, 1942, she became the very embodiment of a preacher’s wife. She 
typed the bulletins and the marriage certificates. She kept his social calendar and made sure his 
suits were cleaned and pressed. She became the liaison between the women of the church and 
the church structure at a time when the role of women in the church was less public and less 
out-front. Without her, I am sure that my Papaw’s ministry would have been less effective. It is 
commonly known in our family that she never let Papaw leave the house with more money in 
his pocket than they could afford for him to give away. When he would go visiting, he would 
regularly buy meals and pay bills for his church members. She was on the front pew every 
Sunday and worked with Papaw as his assistant and soul mate.

During their time in ministry, Mamaw and Papaw had two daughters, Virginia Jane and 
Frances Wylene. Each in turn raised their own families. Today each of their two daughters is 
heavily involved in their churches and each has raised children who are also in leadership roles 
in their churches. The connection to The United Methodist Church runs deeply in the family 
that Mamaw raised.

There was a period of time when my Papaw took some time off from the ministry. During 
that time, my grandparents lived on the Buchanan family farm and owned a flower shop 
in New Tazewell. Mamaw ran the shop while Papaw helped on the family farm. Mamaw’s 
family were business owners in New Tazewell and very influential in Claiborne County. 
Because she had seen how businesses were to be run at home growing up, she was a very 
good businessperson and the flower shop really flourished under her leadership.

But her true vocation in life, the thing that God called her to be and to do, was to be a wife 
for George and a grandmother for her four grandchildren. We were the luckiest grandchildren 
in the world. Growing up I thought everybody had a grandmother like my Mamaw. She fed 
us our favorite foods, let us watch television ALL day, let us take every pillow and cushion 
in the parsonage to make a fort in the living room, and encouraged us to remember where 
we came from and to whom we belong. When she passed away on February 27, 2014, she 
left behind a legacy that is going strong. She will be missed but we all have been blessed to 
witness the passing of a child of God to a place where she can continue her work for Him 
who strengthens her. ~ Submitted by Joseph Payne, grandson

MARY LOU MANUeL CLeMONs
1926 – 2013 
Mary Lou Manuel Clemons was born April 29, 1926, and passed away at the age of 87, 
December 3, 2013, after a brief illness. Her beloved husband, Rev. Luther Troy Clemons, 
preceded her in death November 13, 1976. Mary Lou and Troy are the parents of Mary Etta 
Clemons, Sarah Clemons Koser, and Janet Clemons. She served alongside her husband in the 
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Holston Conference at such charges as: Exeter and Imboden, VA; White Shoals, VA; Powell 
Valley, VA; Ceres, VA; Mechanicsburg, VA; Pikeville, TN; Castlewood, VA; and Bristol, 
TN. After her husband’s death, Mary Lou and her daughters moved back to Wytheville, VA, 
(where she and Troy were originally from) where she worked for over 30 years at Asbury 
Center at Birdmont (which is now Carrington Place). After moving back to Wytheville, Mary 
Lou and her daughters, Mary Etta and Janet, joined St. Paul UMC. At the time of her death, 
she was still somewhat serving in the Holston Conference as she assisted with the upkeep 
of the office of the Wytheville District Superintendent. Mary Lou lived a life of service, 
oftentimes doing things for others that no one knew about. She is greatly missed by her 
daughters and sons-in-law, church family at St. Paul, and other family members and friends.

~ Submitted by her family

GeRtRUDe e. HAUN 
1926 – 2014
Gertrude Elizabeth Moore Haun, 87, of Greeneville, was a soldier 
of the cross who gently laid down her burden and caught a flight 
to Heaven on Friday, March 28, 2014. She was born October 
7, 1926, to the late George Raines Moore and the late Georgia 
Anderson Moore. 

Gertrude was the widow of the late Rev. Taylor Haun, her 
husband of 57 years, who passed on July 17, 1999. Throughout 
her life, she loved generously, cared deeply, and spoke kindly to 

those she encountered. Gertrude was an example to all who knew her and was a gracious and 
elegant lady. She lived each day to exemplify the love of Jesus Christ, and it was her desire for 
all to know him. She was an amazing hostess, who prepared lavish meals and entertained for 
her family, friends, and the ministry staff. She created a “Christ-centered home” that was felt 
by all who entered. 

Gertrude had a passion for gospel music. She traveled near and far to hear singing groups 
and sing songs that gave her courage, strength, and hope. She loved to sing herself and formed 
a ladies’ trio when she lived in Cleveland. 

Gertrude lived by the words of their theme song: Try Jesus. She was an accomplished 
seamstress, making everything from drying cloths made from feed sacks to very fashionable 
clothes for herself and her girls, Ann and Eddie. 

When the beloved mother of Ann, Eddie, and Tommy passed away, we recalled her faith. 
She was often found with an open Bible in her hands, and its message of faith and trust were 
in her words. Although Mother could seem overzealous at times, her family understood she 
had our best interests at heart. 2 Corinthians 1:9 states: “But we had the sentence of death in 
ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead.” From the 
very portals of Heaven, Gertrude reminded her children where to place their trust from this 
quoted Scripture. 

She joined Mount Zion UMC in 1968 when her husband, Taylor, was sent by Holston 
Conference to minister to the congregation. About 46 years have passed, but she continued to 
cherish the fond memories of Mount Zion UMC and the people she met there until her death. 

Gertrude will be missed by all who know her, but the love and light she emitted will guide 
her family and friends through this difficult time. If she could have one wish, it would be for 
her family and friends to rejoice for her because she is home and reunited with her husband, 
the Rev. Taylor Haun. 
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In addition to her husband and parents, she was preceded in death by two brothers: James 
“Booty” Moore and John Barnes Moore; and a sister: Patsy Jean Moore Logan. She is 
survived by three children: Ann McCamey and her husband, Wade; Eddie Yates and her 
husband, Curtis; and Tommy Haun. Other surviving relatives include her sister: Ann Moore 
Suits; a brother-in-law: Herman Logan and wife, Nancy; a sister-in-law: Ruth Moore; her 
grandchildren: Tonya Wilson and husband, Ryan; Todd McCamey and wife, Amanda; Trent 
Henry; and Debany Haun; great-grandchildren: Chloe and Butler Smith and Allie McCamey; 
several nieces and nephews, who were an important part of her family, and a very special 
caregiver: Heather Treadway, who was an angel that guarded her path daily with love, 
compassion, patience, and grace. 

A funeral service was held Monday, March 31, 2014, at Mount Zion UMC in Afton, with 
the Rev. Norman Wilhoit and the Rev. Kristen Burkhart officiating. 

~ Submitted by her family

eDNA RHOGeNe KetRON HAYNes
1924 – 2013
Edna Rhogene Ketron Haynes was born March 18, 1924 in 
Scott County, VA, the youngest of the seven children of Herbert 
Wesley (H.W.) Ketron and Elizabeth (Bessie) Virginia Perry 
Ketron. She met her future husband, Robert Ray Haynes, Jr., in 
Sunday School at about age 15. World War II was on and many 
couples were marrying young. Ray and Edna were married 
August 24, 1940 … she was 16. Edna graduated high school in 
May 1941 as salutatorian. In November of that year their son, 

Olen Gale Haynes was born.
When Olen was about 11 months old, Ray and Edna recommitted their lives to Christ. As 

Ray grew spiritually, he felt the call of God into the ministry.
Ray was drafted into the military in 1944 and spent two years on occupation duty in Japan. 

After his return, they were appointed to Rose Hill, VA, to serve five churches and for Ray to 
pursue his undergraduate degree at Lincoln Memorial University. While at Rose Hill, they 
received, by adoption, their first daughter, Betty Jean.

In 1957, they were appointed to serve three churches in Falling Water, WV, at which time 
Ray attended seminary.

When the family moved to Sulphur Springs, TN, Edna enrolled in classes at East 
Tennessee State College. While there, they were given another daughter, Kittie Anne. Their 
next appointment was to Martinsburg, WV, where Edna enrolled in Shepherd College. She 
graduated summa cum laude in 1960. That same year Ray graduated from seminary and Olen 
graduated from high school. A big year for the Haynes family!

The family returned to Tennessee where they served the following churches: Fairhaven 
UMC in Jonesborough; Limestone UMC; Burke’s Chapel UMC in Hixon; St. Paul’s UMC 
in Etowah; and Jonesborough UMC. Thankfully, Edna was able to secure a teaching position 
in each community. Ray had to retire in 1979 due to health issues. He passed away April 24, 
1982, at age 60.

Edna continued to teach school and to be involved in the ministry at Jonesborough UMC. 
She retired in 1989 after 31 years of teaching.

After retirement Edna become even more involved in the activities at her church. She 
served many years as president of the United Methodist Women. She was a Sunday School 
teacher, sang in the choir, and served on several committees. Edna was involved in the Meals 
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on Wheels program. She and two friends, Mauveline Jeffers and Marie Walter, were blessed 
to take bus tours to Maine, the Southwest, and Alaska. She and her children and their spouses 
spent many great vacations at New Smyrna Beach, FL.

Sometime in the 90s, Edna developed osteoarthritis, which eventually became debilitating. 
She went to be with her Lord on June 18, 2013. Her memorial service was June 22, 2013, 
with the Rev. Tammy Wright officiating. She is buried beside Ray in Monte Vista Cemetery in 
Johnson City, TN.

Edna spent her life in service to God, her family, her students and her friends. We love and 
miss you, Mom! ~ Submitted by Olen and Becky, Betty, Kittie, and Eddie.

JOYCe ANN HiLLiAN
1934 – 2014
Joyce Ann Hillian, age 79 of Dayton, died Thursday, April 10, 
2014, at her home. She was born July 12, 1934, in DeKalb 
County, AL, to the late Forrest Theodore and Leva Gartrell (Hall) 
Biddle. She was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. James 
Cullen Hillian, and two grandchildren, Caroline Ramsey, and 
Brian Bishop.

A resident of Dayton, TN, most of her life, she was a loving 
mother and pastor’s wife. She was a member of Graysville UMC.

She is survived by her son David (Rhonda) Hillian and three daughters, Lana (Danny) 
Welch all of Dayton, Gwen (Lynn) Looney of Spring City and Melanie Hillian of 
Chattanooga, three brothers Willard Biddle of Rainesville, AL, Alvin (Diane) Biddle 
and Ronnie Biddle all of Henagar, AL, and sister Wanda Hulsey of Fort Payne, AL, five 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren and three sisters-in-law, Shirley Biddle, Eleanor Biddle 
and Patricia Biddle.
Funeral services for Joyce were held Sunday, April 13, 2014, in the Vanderwall Funeral Home 
chapel with Rev. Bill Ewing officiating. A graveside service followed at the Spivey Cemetery 
with Rev. Glenn Moseley officiating.

MAUVeLiNe HAYes JeFFeRs
1913 – 2013
Mauveline Hayes Jeffers was born May 31, 1913, in Greene 
County to Oscar and Emma Doty Hayes. She graduated from 
Doak High School, Greeneville, TN.

She was married in 1931 to the Reverend E. B. Jeffers. They 
had four children: Betty Jo Mahoney, Lendell Jeffers, Patsy 
Morley, and Elaine Rose.

Mauveline was a dedicated Pastor’s wife in every aspect. She 
was very active in the life of the church. She joined E. B. in 

visiting church members and non-members, sometimes pushing a baby stroller along with 
them. She taught Sunday School Class and was the church organist in the three churches they 
served over a forty-three year period: Otterbein UMC, Johnson City, TN, Sand Branch UMC, 
Knoxville, TN, and Meadowview UMC, Meadowview, VA. She loved her church and was an 
inspiration to all those who knew her. She was much loved by her children and grandchildren.
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She was a member of United Church Women of Johnson City. She was a Conference 
President of United Church Women of Evangelical United Brethren Church (three terms). 
While she was President, she visited each church all over Tennessee once a year. She was 
involved with the United Methodist Women after the Evangelical United Brethren Church 
merged with the Methodist Church.

Mauveline fell at home and broke her leg. After surgery and being hospitalized for several 
days, she passed away at the age of 100, on October 3, 2013, with respiratory failure.

A memorial service was held at Sulphur Springs UMC on October 7, 2013, with Rev. Lauri 
Jo Cranford, and her nephews, Rev. Dwight Kenney and Rev. Ronald Davis, officiating. 
Burial was at Monte Vista Cemetery in Johnson City, TN.

~ Submitted by her family

eLiZABetH etOiLe BOURNe JOHNsON
1932 – 2013
Etoile was born June 20, 1932, in Fries, VA, and was the only 
child of the late Charles Cleve Bourne and Flora (Hall) Bourne. 
During her childhood, Etoile spent a lot of time with her 
grandparents while her parents worked at the Fries Cotton Mill. 
She often told stories about her grandmother’s little chickens and 
their stubborn old cow.

On June 14, 1952, at the age of 19, she married the love of her 
life, George Dale Johnson, from Galax, VA. This young couple 

had no idea of the journey God was planning for their lives together. Dale and Etoile were 
blessed with three healthy children: Patricia in 1953, Debra (Debbie) in 1956, and Charles 
Dale (Chuck) in 1959.

While attending Providence Methodist Church in Spring Valley, VA, Dale was called in 
1963 to preach the Gospel and Etoile’s journey as a “Preacher’s Wife” began. Etoile worked 
diligently beside her husband for twenty-six years in The United Methodist Church. They 
served the Ceres Circuit: 1963-1967; Cripple Creek Circuit: 1967-1974; Bland Circuit: 1974-
1978; Wytheville Circuit: 1978-1982; Galax Circuit: 1982-1986; Morristown District: 1986-
1988; and Chatham Hill Circuit: 1988-1989. Etoile was involved in all aspects of ministry, 
especially in working with the youth in Sunday School and Vacation Church School. She 
loved to host UMW meetings and “open house” at Christmastime in the parsonage, providing 
finger foods and punch for all who could attend.

Etoile was preceded in death by her loving husband of 50 years, Rev. Dale Johnson, on 
March 30, 2003. She moved to Wytheville in November 2003, so she could be closer to her 
children. Following Dale’s death, Etoile had two heart attacks and numerous other health 
problems.

In 2012, for her 80th birthday, Etoile’s children and spouses surprised her with a luau 
birthday party, complete with decorations, grass skirts, leis, food, and a host of family and 
friends. Her yard was flocked with over sixty plastic pink flamingos and she had the time of 
her life! The party ended with her son taking her for a ride on his Harley motorcycle. She 
never got tired of showing pictures from her party to everyone who came to visit.

With Etoile’s health failing, she entered the hospital on Tuesday, December 17, 2013. When 
she got up on Friday morning, the effect of dehydration on her tiny body was more than her 
heart could stand, and God mercifully called her home.

Etoile is survived by her children and spouses, Patricia Steffey and Jim, Debbie Cassell and 
Mike, Chuck Johnson and Becky, three granddaughters, three grandsons, four great-grandsons, 
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two step-granddaughters, four step-grandchildren, several cousins and many special friends.
Etoile made it known that at her funeral she wanted the song, It Is Well with My Soul, to 

be sung as her testimony. A Celebration of Life was conducted at Barnett’s Funeral Home in 
Wytheville December 22, 2013, with Rev. Richard Lindamood officiating.

Burial was December 23, at Red Oak Church, Bland County, VA. Etoile’s name and her 
beloved Dale’s name appear among friends whom they loved and served, and whose names 
also grace the stones in Red Oak Cemetery. It is well with her soul.

~ Submitted by her daughter, Debbie

BARBARA “ANN” KestNeR
1941 – 2013
Barbara “Ann” Kestner, 72, passed away on Monday, 
September 9, 2013, at Bristol Regional Medical Center. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, Jird Love and Ruth Hodge 
Love; husband, Ronald Eugene Kestner; son, Jerry “Fred” Lloyd 
Thomas; two brothers; and four sisters. She is survived by her 
daughter, Dolly Jane Keith and husband, Jackie, of Bedford, VA; 
daughter-in-law, Sherrie Thomas of Bristol, VA; one brother; 
two sisters; three grandchildren, Jackie Keith and wife, Jessica, 

and Barbara Keith, all of Bedford, VA, and Julie Morrison of Glade Spring, VA; and four 
great-grandchildren, Kailey Dooley, Jackson Keith, and Jillian Keith all of Bedford, VA, and 
Jasmine Yarber of Glade Spring, VA. 
A graveside service was held Thursday, September 12, 2013, at Forest Hills Memory Gardens 
with Bro. Jimmy Hoffman officiating. 

WANDA ANNette eDeNs LeiDiG
1921 – 2014
Wanda Annette Edens Leidig, 92, died Monday, January 13, 
2014, at Mountain States Medical Center, Johnson City.

Born in Keokee, VA, she was the daughter of the late Beulah 
McClellan Edens and Elbert Edens, Sr.; she was married to the 
late Sam Leidig, who was a United Methodist minister. The 
couple served numerous pastorates in the Holston Conference for 
46 years – including Nashville, Chattanooga, Knoxville, Upper 
East Tennessee, and Virginia.

Mrs. Leidig attended Hiwassee College and Scarritt College in Nashville. Throughout her 
life, she served in numerous leadership positions in churches, with the League of Women 
Voters, Parent Teacher Associations, and other community groups. She taught children’s and 
youth classes in churches the couple served. Additionally, Mrs. Leidig sang in schools and in 
many church choirs throughout her life. She was known for her quick response to community 
and church needs with a warm and engaging spirit, working toward civil rights, working as an 
advocate for better jail conditions in various Tennessee counties and working with her husband 
to find ways to help the homeless in churches they served. These were a vital testament of 
living out her Christian faith. 

The couple always perceived their ministry together just as they viewed their partnership in 
marriage for 56 years.
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Like her husband, Mrs. Leidig had a great passion for missions. The couple hosted 
numerous mission conferences in their work, exposing parishioners to personal glimpses of 
Christian education and medical work in other countries. 

Mrs. Leidig’s warm, outgoing personality was always a hallmark in her life with her family 
and in her service. Her grace, generosity of spirit, humor and enjoyment of music remained 
an incredible inspiration to her family and friends. This served as a wonderful guide to her 
daughters as they chose paths in their own lives.

After her husband’s retirement, the couple remained active at Gray UMC, where, along with 
her husband, she taught various Sunday School classes and led prayer groups.

She was preceded in death by three brothers, Elbert Edens, Jr., George Edens and Joe 
Edens. Survivors include two daughters and sons-in-law, Cecelia Annette Leidig Wankel and 
Ron Wankel, Jr., Jonesborough, and Mary Beth Leidig and George Brock Scott, Knoxville; 
two grandsons, Daniel Leidig Hayes, Lexington, KY, and Gideon Scott, Knoxville.

A Service of Worship and Remembrance was held Sunday, January 19, 2014, at Gray UMC 
with the Rev. Lloyd Jones officiating. The Rev. J. Spurgeon McCartt also participated in the 
service. Graveside services were held Monday, January 20, 2014, at Holston Conference 
Cemetery on the campus of Emory & Henry College, Emory, VA.

Pallbearers included Ron Wankel, Jr., George Brock Scott, Daniel Leidig Hayes and 
members of Gray UMC. ~ Submitted by her family

MARY eLLeN steeLe NAFF
1920 – 2014
Mary Ellen Steele Naff passed away on Monday, September 16, 
2013, in Athens, TN, at the age of 93. Mary Ellen’s roots were 
Holston-based from her birth in Tazewell, VA, in 1920 through 
her final years lived at Asbury Place in Maryville. At 10 years of 
age, her family moved to Emory, VA, when her father took a job 
at Emory & Henry College, and where Mary Ellen went on to 
receive her Bachelor’s degree. It was there that she met her future 
husband, Rev. George E. Naff, Jr., and they embarked on a life of 

service through their respective ministries through The United Methodist Church. 
That journey took them to churches throughout the conference in Kingsport, TN, Tennessee 

Wesleyan College (where George was Chaplain), Madisonville, TN, Coeburn, VA, South 
Pittsburg, TN, Bristol, TN, Abingdon, VA, Oak Ridge, TN, Maryville, TN, and again to 
Tennessee Wesleyan College where George served as President from 1975-1984 and Mary 
Ellen distinguished herself as First Lady. Mary Ellen was given two prestigious awards by 
TWC – the Mary Mildred Sullivan Award for outstanding community service (1984), and the 
Harry Steadman Award for outstanding support of the college and the Holston Conference of 
The United Methodist Church (2001).

Mary Ellen lived the final two years of her life at Morning Pointe Assisted Living in Athens. 
She will long be remembered for her many musical contributions to annual conference, to 
ministers’ wives’ retreats through the years; for music leadership at Jubilation; for musical 
fundraising events at Tennessee Wesleyan; for mentoring musicians of all ages throughout her 
life, including musical shows featuring residents of Asbury Place in her final years.

Mary Ellen is survived by her children, Dr. George E. Naff, III, and wife, Sue, Dr. Nancy 
Naff Boardman, and Ellen Naff Kimball and husband, Art, nine grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren. ~ Submitted by her family
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BettY JeAN DOUGLAs PettY
1942 – 2013
Betty Jean Douglas Petty, age 71, of Chattanooga, widow of Rev. William B. Petty, Jr., passed 
away suddenly Wednesday, December 18, 2013, in Chattanooga. 

Betty was the valedictorian of the Madisonville High School Class of 1960. She was a 
graduate of Tennessee Wesleyan College and a retired systems analyst with T.V.A. She was an 
avid environmentalist and was a member of the Chattanooga Hiking Club. 

She was preceded in death by two infant daughters and parents, Orlando and Rilla Fannie 
Lovin Douglas. Survivors include many special family members and friends. Her funeral 
was held Saturday, December 28, 2013, at Biereley-Hale Chapel with Rev. Charlie Campbell 
officiating. Interment followed in Sunset Cemetery. 

teResA MONtieZe FOGLe POtts 
1911 – 2013
Teresa Montieze Fogle Potts, age 101, of Rogersville, TN passed 
away Wednesday, May 15, 2013. She was born July 12, 1911, 
in Orangeburg, SC. Montieze was the last remaining child of 
Ermenia and Tillie Fogle.

Montieze was the wife of Rev. C.N. Potts (1896-1966), a 
Holston Conference Minister for 12 years. She was active in each 
of the churches served by Rev. Potts and supported him in his 
ministry until his death, April 3, 1966, of pancreatic cancer. While 

Rev. Potts pastored at Trentville, Liberty Hill, and Pine Grove in the Morristown District, 
Montieze was busy raising her two sons, Edward and Eugene Kirkland, and her newborn 
daughter, Joyce Potts. When Rev. Potts was transferred to Rogersville Circuit (Kleppers 
Chapel, Meadowview, Edgewood, Van Hill and Ebbing & Flowing Springs churches) in 
1959 and Community Church in 1961, Montieze became very active in the WSCS (Women’s 
Society of Christian Service) and helped organize quilting b’s, tacky parties and other 
fun activities for the women of the churches and community. When Rev. Potts retired to 
Rogersville in 1965, Montieze was very excited that she was going to have a “permanent new 
home” in which to live. When Rev. Potts was reappointed to the Rogersville Circuit, Montieze 
was supportive of his decision and helped as much as she could. 

After her husband’s death, a strong-willed and determined Montieze raised her 11-year-old 
daughter and paid off her new house by seeking jobs where she could to provide for Joyce and 
herself. She continued to be active in church and sang in the choir at First UMC, Rogersville, 
as long as her health allowed.

Montieze loved growing many varieties of beautiful flowers and always said, “Give me my 
flowers while I’m living and put an onion on my grave when I don’t know anything about it.”

Montieze was not only known for her green thumb but also for her delicious strawberry 
preserves. She made them to share with all her friends and family and quite often could be 
seen zipping around town in her 1972 Nova sharing hot biscuits and preserves with several 
lucky local businesses. Yearly Montieze donated several jars of preserves to sell at the 
Methodist Lord’s Acre Sale.

“Mom” Potts became a member of Hasson Chapter #179 Order of the Eastern Star in 1992 
and attended whenever possible. She made many OES friends while traveling across the state 
with her daughter.
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Mrs. Potts was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. C.N. Potts; son, Robert “Gene” 
Kirkland and wives Thelma Jean and Sue; Robert’s father, Edward M. Kirkland, Sr.; parents 
Ermenia and Tillie James Fogle; four sisters and five brothers.

The family received friends at Broome Funeral Home, Rogersville, TN, with funeral 
services following. Rev. Charles Harrison and Rev. Jerry Jones officiated. Interment was in 
Hawkins County Memorial Gardens, Rogersville, TN, on May 18, 2013.

Montieze is survived by her son, Edward Kirkland, Jr, and wife, Phyllis of Augusta, Ga; 
daughter, Theresa Joyce Potts of Rogersville; four grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren and 
12 great-great grandchildren.

Mothers are like fl owers. Some grow best in the sun; others do well in the shade. God plants 
us where we grow best. ~Submitted by her daughter, Joyce

iMOGeNe COOPeR RAtLeDGe
1935 – 2014
My momma was born July 9, 1935, in Hawkins County, TN, to 
Dee Cooper and Mollie Kate (Calton) Cooper. She was one of 
eight children. She attended Sunrise School and graduated from 
Surgoinsville High School. She met and married Hugh Dean 
Ratledge on January 13, 1962. They had two daughters, Rhonda 
and Tammy, three granddaughters and one grandson with whom 
she shared a birthday. She was a housewife while the girls were 
small and went to work at Volunteer High School when they 
started junior high. She was very supportive of my dad in his 

churches. Some Sundays we went to three different churches for service. She helped with 
the ladies clubs and Bible school and sang in the choirs. My mother also helped dad with his 
farming. She was the taxi for my sister and me. Later when grandchildren came along, she 
dedicated her life to making sure they were taken care of and spoiled rotten. During my dad’s 
sickness, she was a rock. She would say to someone asking if she needed anything to “just 
pray.” My momma and dad celebrated their 52nd anniversary on January 13, 2014. Three 
days later, my dad passed away. My momma followed him 46 days later on March 4, 2014. 
Her funeral was held at Johnsons Funeral Home in Church Hill, TN, with the Reverend Chris 
Castle officiating. She was buried March 7, 2014, at Bethel Cemetery.

~ Submitted by her family
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WANDA AUGUstA WAtts sNAPP
1930 – 2014
Wanda Augusta Watts Snapp, 83, went home to be with the 
Lord Tuesday, April 1, 2014, at her home surrounded by her 
family who loved her dearly. She was born in Newport, TN, on 
August 31, 1930, to the late William Henry and Jessie Jane Lewis 
Watts. Wanda married Claude C. Snapp on October 1, 1948. 
Wanda was a devoted pastor’s wife, mother of five children, and 
homemaker.

In 1953 Rev. Claude C. Snapp and Wanda began serving in 
the Holston Conference and served in there for 53 years. Upon retirement they moved to 
Chickamauga, GA, and continued to serve in the ministry for 10 years in the North Georgia 
Conference. She had resided in Chickamauga for the past 20 years. 

Along with her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband: Rev. Claude Clyde 
Snapp; son, Roger Snapp; granddaughter, Kelley Dawn Whitley; siblings, Benjamin Watts, 
Dora Lane, Albert Watts, Amelia Metcalf, Beulah Teague, Sarah Vinson, Arvine Watts, Jessie 
Mae Russell, and Maude Russell. She is survived by her children, Frances and Glen Whitley, 
Brenda and John Culpepper, David Snapp, all of Chickamauga, GA, Diane and Leon Brown, 
of Flat Rock, AL; sisters, Evelyn Trentham, of Newport, TN, Lillian Taylor, of Virginia; 
grandchildren, Shane and Jessica Whitley, Juria Sitz, Brandon and Trisha Whitley, Jason and 
Betsy Brown, Justin Brown; eight great-grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews. 

A funeral service was held Friday, April 4, 2014, at Elizabeth Lee UMC with Rev. Rick 
Maeser, Rev. Charles McElhaney, and Rev. Wayne Cook officiating. Burial followed at 
Chickamauga Cemetery, Chickamauga, GA. ~ Submitted by her family



42

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 ● 8:30 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Morning Worship with Holy Communion

“He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.”   
Isaiah 50:4 (NIV)

Prelude       Mr. Bryan K. Underwood

Morning Prayer       The Reverend Javier Hernandez-Torres

*Hymn of Praise #185     “When Morning Gilds the Skies”  laudes domini

Scripture Reading  Psalm 5:3 Rev. Hernandez-Torres

Holy Communion          The Reverend Michelle McKinnon-Young

Christ is with us. 
Yes, he is! Hallelujah!

The Holy Spirit is in this place! 
Ignite our hearts!

Raise your hands! Lift your voices! 
Father, we are yours!

We are yours, all yours, blessed Triune God, 
all our lives, all our thanks, all our praise, 
all our hesitations, all our grumbling, all our fears, 
we give it all to you, with all our bodies, and minds, and voices.

Yours, all yours!

Yours the blessing, yours the praise, 
from the unimaginable silence before the big bang, 
beyond the farthest reaches of time and space our instruments may ever find, 
from infinity to infinity, everlasting to everlasting, 
you are God, boundless in love and power.

We stand in awe, trembling in the light of your glory!
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What are we that you should notice us? 
What are we that you should love us? 
What are we that you should call us into covenant with you, 
a covenant we continually broke, 
and you continuously sustained.

Mercy! How full of mercy!

How can we but praise you, 
joining our voices with the song of angels and saints, 
with seraphim and martyrs, 
with the elders in heaven and all creatures on the earth, under the earth, 
and in the rivers, oceans, streams, and skies, 
with strangers and family in every generation, singing:

(Sung Response) “God of Wonders” Byrd/Hindalong
God of wonders beyond our galaxy, 
You are holy, holy! 
The universe declares your majesty; 
You are holy, holy! 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
Lord of heaven and earth. 
 
Jesus Christ who comes in our God’s name, 
you are worthy, worthy! 
Lamb of God for all creation slain, 
you are worthy, worthy! 
Hosanna to our King! 
Hosanna to our King! 
 
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth. 
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth. 
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth.

You are holy, holy! 
The universe declares your majesty; 
You are holy, holy!
Holy, holy!

You are holy, O God! 
Holy!

You are worthy, O Christ! 
Worthy!

Worthy in your birth! Worthy in your living! 
Worthy in your loving! Worthy in your serving!
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Worthy when you preached good news 
that God’s kingdom has drawn near 
and gathered disciples, then and now, to learn and show the world 
what life in God’s reign means: 
healing for the sick. 
new life for the dead, 
cleansing for the lepers, 
freedom for the possessed, 
beauty for the lilies, 
care for the sparrows, 
new birth, new life, new creation breaking in for all. 
 
Worthy! Worthy! Worthy above all!

Worthy too, the night we betrayed you, 
when you took the bread, blessed it and broke it, 
and gave it to your disciples. 
Worthy when you told them, 
“This is my body broken for you. Remember me.”

We remember.

Worthy when you took the cup, 
praised God and shared it, 
and worthy when you said, 
“This is my blood of the new covenant for you. 
Remember me.”

We remember.

We remember, and we praise you with our lives 
and these gifts of bread and wine, 
proclaiming with one voice the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Come upon us, Holy Spirit. 
Come upon us, Holy Spirit.

Come upon these gifts. 
Come upon these gifts.

Make them be for us Christ’s body, Christ’s blood. 
Make us one body in Christ enlivened by his blood.
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One in heart, one in mind, one in you, Holy Spirit, 
as you move us to pray for the church and the world: 
That we may proclaim the gospel boldly: 
Hear us, Lord. 
That we may offer your healing for all who are sick, and people who are torn and 
weary: 
Hear us, Lord. 
That we may be channels of your mercy over all your works, in earth, and sky 
and sea: 
Hear us, Lord. 
That many dead and left for dead may be raised, and death itself vanquished: 
Hear us, Lord. 
That all who are unclean may receive your cleansing grace: 
Hear us, Lord. 
That all who are possessed, oppressed, distressed, depressed and downcast may 
be set free at last. 
Hear us, Lord.

Even so, come and fill this feast, Holy Spirit, 
this day, and every day until that day 
when we eat it new at the marriage supper of the Lamb!

All blessing and glory, 
thanksgiving and power, 
wisdom and honor and might, 
be yours, Holy Triune God, 
now and forever.  
Amen!

The presider breaks the bread and lifts the cup. We serve one another.  
A gluten-free station is available at section 7.

Worship Music during Communion  Slava Korsak, Gary Young

Thanksgiving after Communion: 
Thank you, God, for uniting us with Jesus in this holy mystery. 
We are no longer our own, but yours. 
So send us, and put us 
to leading and serving in your mission  
wherever we go. Amen. 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving #95   
  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   old 100th
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*Benediction     Rev. Hernandez-Torres

Postlude           Mr. Bryan K. Underwood

*Please stand as you are able.

Worship Participants:
 The Reverend Michelle McKinnon-Young, 
 English-Speaking UMC, Prague, Johnson City District

The Reverend Javier Hernandez-Torres, Door of Heaven UMC, 
Wytheville District

Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District
Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District

Soloist ~ Mr. Slava Korsak, English-Speaking UMC, Prague
Musician ~ Mr. Gary Young, English-Speaking UMC, Prague

Our guest soloist today is from the English-Speaking United Methodist Church in 
the Czech Republic. Rev. McKinnon-Young and her husband, Gary, have served 

as pastor and worship leader for this congregation for the past three years.

Acknowledgments  
“God of Wonders” refrain (Sanctus), by Marc Byrd and Steve Hindalong.  
Copyright © 2000 New Spring (ASCAP)/Never Say Never Songs (ASCAP),  
admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc./Storm Boy Music (BMI),  
admin by EMI Christian Music Group. CCLI License #11074740. 
“Jesus Christ Who Comes in Our God’s Name” (Benedictus),  
by Taylor W. Burton-Edwards. Copyright © 2011,  
The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church.  
Used with permission. 
Communion liturgy was prepared by Dr. P. Dawn Chesser,  
General Board of Discipleship
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Tuesday, June 10, 2014 ● 10:45 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Retirement Recognition
“The faithful love of the LORD never ends!  His mercies never cease. 

Great is His faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh each morning.  
I say to myself, “The LORD is my inheritance; therefore, I will hope in Him!”  

Lamentations 3:22-24 (NIV)

Prelude       Mr. Bryan K. Underwood

Call to Worship          Emerald Youth Foundation Choir

Prayer        The Reverend Stella M. Roberts

*Hymn of Adoration #140  
   “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” faithfulness

Recognition of Retirees   Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor
     Reverend Roberts

As the name of each person retiring is read and he or she comes 
forward to be greeted by the Bishop, we ask those who are from a 
church this person has served or who have been in ministry with this 
person to stand where you are and offer a prayer of thanksgiving for 
his or her years of service to The United Methodist Church and Holston 
Conference.

Reading of the Names    The Reverend Daniel H. Taylor, Jr.

Bishop Taylor/People:
 Brothers and sisters in Christ, you came to us from congregations
 where the Spirit of the Lord was upon you;
  and you were charged to preach to the brokenhearted,
 to visit the captive, to anoint those who were bruised.
 These things you have done.
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 We thank God for the community of the faithful  
  in which the Word of God found response.
 Countless persons have depended upon you for help.
 In the providence of God, you know
  that both suffering and joy can be God’s way of teaching and   
  healing.

 At your ordination,
  you received authority to read the Holy Scriptures in the Church of God,
  to preach the Word, to celebrate the Sacraments, and to Order the life of  
  the Church.
 At your consecration,
  you received authority to equip the people of God,
  and to embody the unity of the congregation’s worship with its life in  
  the world.
 By God’s grace you did many things that seemed to be beyond your power.

 We thank God that you were given the vision to be faithful.
 Death and illness have not come on schedule.
 The truth has not always been easy to preach.
 We know something of the grace by which you have lived,
  And we thank God for your vision.

 Never think lightly of the great good
  that God has wrought through you.
 Continue to be true to your calling.
 May God’s love and power be with you always.

 Let us pray together.

 God of grace, you fill your servants with the vision.
 You empower your servants with your Spirit.
 We give thanks for the ministry of these women and men,
  and for the ways in which you have ministered to us  
  through them.
 Give them a sense of your abiding presence,
  that they may continue to love and serve you,
  and ever grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ,
  in whose name we pray. Amen.

Glimpses of Ministry from the Retiring Class
 A video capturing thoughts from our retiring clergy.

Anthem                     Emerald Youth Foundation Choir
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Passing of the Mantle
A representative of the retiring class and a representative of the new full 
member class kneel. The Bishop takes the mantle (stole) and places it on the 
shoulders of the representative of the retiring class, saying:

In the book of Kings, we read of the Prophet Elijah’s ministry. The mantle, 
symbolic of submission to God, fell upon the younger prophet, Elisha, and 
the spirit of Elijah rested upon Elisha.

The representative of the retiring class rises and places the mantle on 
shoulders of the representative of the new full member class, saying:

I transfer this mantle from our generation to the young, indicating thereby 
that the responsibilities and dedication of the older generation will be caught 
up and carried on by the young, and the spirit of today’s Elijahs will rest 
upon today’s Elishas.

The representative of the new class rises, turns to the retiring class,  
 and says:

We who come after you take up the mantle which falls upon us. May we 
inherit a double share of your spirit.

The Bishop responds: 

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all 
and in all.   (Ephesians 4:1-6)

*Hymn of Praise #156   “I Love to Tell The Story”  hankey

   
*Benediction         Bishop Taylor

*Choral Benediction          Emerald Youth Foundation Choir

Postlude         Mr. Bryan K. Underwood 

*Please stand as you are able.
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Retirement Recognition Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area,

The United Methodist Church
The Reverend Stella M. Roberts, Chair, Board of Ordained Ministry, 

Oak Ridge District
The Reverend Daniel H. Taylor, Jr.,  

Director, Clergy Services and Conference Secretary, Knoxville District
Passing the Mantle  ~  The Reverend Archer I Coppedge, Retiring Elder,  

Big Stone Gap District
The Reverend James A. Sherrod, Provisional Elder, Knoxville District
Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District

Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District
Musician ~ Emerald Youth Foundation Choir, Knoxville District
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2014 RetiRees

Name Years of Service

Clyde Joseph Black  ................................................................. 25.00
Jeffery C. Callahan  .................................................................. 36.00 
Larry E. Carroll  ....................................................................... 41.00
Archer I Coppedge  .................................................................. 44.00
Roger L. Crim  ......................................................................... 36.00
J. Edward Donley  .................................................................... 13.00
James R. Fain  .......................................................................... 21.00
Kenneth G. Fields  ................................................................... 18.00
Jimmy R. Harmon  ................................................................... 12.00
Andrew L. Henry  .................................................................... 42.00
Leroy D. Henry  ....................................................................... 18.75
Gary F. Hill  ............................................................................. 36.00
John F. Jackson, Jr.  ................................................................. 43.00
Samuel L. Johnson  .................................................................. 18.00
Melanie Sue Karnes  ................................................................   8.00
Charles M. Lindy  .................................................................... 10.00
Beth P. McCoy  ........................................................................ 10.00
Mathilda Sue Merker  .............................................................. 11.00
Larry J. Ousley, Sr.  ................................................................. 43.00
James Darrell Ray  ................................................................... 22.00
Barry K. Sarver  ....................................................................... 17.00
William A. Schoeneman  ......................................................... 21.00
Kenneth L. Scoggins  ............................................................... 33.00
Betty A. Shirley  ...................................................................... 12.00
W. Edward Snodgrass, III  ....................................................... 37.00
Laura E. Trent  ......................................................................... 23.00
Steve M. Tuck  ......................................................................... 16.00
Thomas J. Witten, Jr.  ..............................................................   8.00
TaeHun Yoon  .......................................................................... 29.75
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JeFF CALLAHAN
Spouse:   Mickey
Favorite Hymn:   I Know a Man Who Can 
Favorite Scripture:   III John 2

Praise God for my parents, J.C. and Margaret, for taking me and 
my sister Mattie to Fairview UMC, Wytheville, VA. I accepted 
Jesus as my Savior in a revival held there in a new sanctuary 
built after a fire destroyed our old one. Many thanks to Holston 
Conference and the churches that I had opportunity to serve. I 
am thankful for my teachers at Sunday School, Spiller Primary, 

George Wythe High School, Wytheville Community College, Tennessee Wesleyan, and The 
Methodist Theological Seminary in Ohio. Praise God for a great wife, Mickey, who is a 
super helper. My daughter, Stacia, and son-in-law, Nathan Houchins, are blessings also from 
the Lord.

Mickey and I will be living in the Piney area of Wythe County, VA.
Jesus has made us HAPPY, HAPPY, HAPPY!!!

LARRY eDWiN CARROLL
Spouse: Brenda
Favorite Hymn: It Is Well With My Soul
Growing up, I truly had the best of both worlds. I was reared 
in Baltimore, MD, by parents who were reared in Sneedville, 
TN. I was blessed to receive the cultural offerings of a large city 
and learned the ways of farm life when I visited grandparents 
in Hancock County. I was a street savvy guy who also ate soup 
beans, cornbread, and grits. I knew the difference between a 
coconut pie and a cow pie (Thank goodness).

I graduated from Kenwood High School in 1965 with a very good academic foundation for 
entering the University of Tennessee School of Architecture. It was a very demanding five-
year course of study so I was very thankful for the solid foundation that began in the 8th grade 
at Middle River Junior High in Baltimore.

Upon receiving a Bachelor of Architecture degree in 1970, I worked for a private design 
firm in Orlando, FL, for about a year. I decided I liked the change of seasons more than the 
warm weather so I moved back to Knoxville and got hired by the Tennessee Valley Authority. 
I worked in the architectural branch for about a year and a half when I felt a call to the 
ministry. I quit my well-paying job at TVA, took a vow of poverty, and entered seminary at 
Emory University’s Candler School of Theology in the fall of 1972.

It was in the hallowed halls of Candler’s Bishop Hall that I met my best friend and the love 
of my life, Brenda. We graduated together in 1975 and began a true adventure as one of the 
first clergy couples in Holston Conference. Like every other couple, we have had our share 
of heartache and disappointment, but reflecting on the last 41 years of ministry and eight 
appointments, I have been blessed beyond my wildest dreams (o.k., maybe not my wildest 
dreams, but close). I owe a debt of gratitude for mentors like James R. Green and Ben St. 
Clair, but more than anyone else, I owe my deepest love and gratitude to Brenda. Brenda 
has been the rock in our relationship. Her loving compassion, her astounding intuition and 
wisdom, and her calm and supportive presence in the midst of turmoil have made me one of 
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the most grateful men ever. God has blessed us with two beautiful children, Lauren and Travis, 
and a whole host of friendships that will last me until I take my final breath. Hopefully, that 
will not be anytime soon. In the meantime, I rest in the amazing grace of Almighty God. It is 
well with my soul (my favorite hymn)! Glory to God! Amen!

ARCHeR i COPPeDGe
Spouse:   Mary
Favorite Hymn:   Nothing Between
Favorite Scripture:   Romans 12:1 

Theological basis for living: “There is no holiness but social 
holiness,” meaning that a person’s moral character means 
nothing if it has not been extended to the pursuit of just and 
righteous relationships. Or, in the words of a civil rights leader 
from the past: “Ain’t no such thing as I can hate anybody and 
hope to see God’s face.”  Holiness harmonizes biblical teaching 

with both a personal and communal responsibility to grace. Holiness is expressed as whole-
ness. A person surrendered to God’s will is a whole person as body, soul, and spirit. The good 
news is that all the world can become whole, can become complete in Christ.

I grew up in Oklahoma and served the Lord in ministry as a local pastor within the 
Oklahoma Conference before going to seminary. From 1969 to 1972, I was challenged 
and blessed to grow in thought, word, and deed through my seminary training at Gammon 
Theological Seminary and The Interdenominational Theological Seminary in Atlanta, GA. It 
was a great place to be and grow spiritually in understanding the theological basis stated above 
that has been my guide and course in ministry.

However, my having attended Gammon/ITC at that time did not meet with the approval of 
the leadership of the Oklahoma Conference, and no opportunity was available to return home 
as a UMC pastor. The Lord opened a door to ministry as Dr. Major J. Jones and Bishop L. 
Scott Allen invited me to come to the Holston Conference and be a leader for the Lord.

I have been blessed to have served the Lord in many churches and situations: from inner 
city churches, such as the inner city minister of First-Centenary UMC in Chattanooga and in 
many small congregations throughout the lower part of the conference. It has been a joyous 
time focusing my ministry in enabling churches to understand the strengths and joys of doing 
ministry together in parishes and clusters. The reality that we are stronger when we support 
and encourage each other has been proven over and over as parishes and clusters are still 
a vital part of the ministry of churches today. I believe it is the best way God’s people and 
churches can become complete in Christ.

I have been blessed to have been the Big Stone Gap District Superintendent for these last 
six years. The pastors, churches, and I have worked to strengthen the ministries and witness 
of the churches through good times and through hard times. The resilience and strength of the 
district is found in the idea that we never give up. This is indeed what the Lord expects of each 
of us who serve Him.

Whether I have been a pastor or a District Superintendent, my goal has always been to help 
all of us to understand that holiness harmonizes biblical teaching with both a personal and 
communal responsibility to grace.

I thank the Holston Conference for welcoming and enabling me to find a home where I 
could share the love and grace of Jesus with everyone. Because my calling to ministry is a 
call to share grace, it is a calling to a ministry that will continue to be my focus of life even in 
retirement.
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ROGeR L. CRiM
Spouse:   Sue
Favorite Hymn:   Amazing Grace
The Lord took a West Virginia Hillbilly, called him into the 
ministry at the age of 21, molded, and shaped him for a journey 
that has thus far taken almost 43 years. When I was called into 
the ministry, little did I visualize the extent of that journey, the 
places in which I would provide ministry from West Virginia to 
the East Coast, Bermuda to the West Coast, the Mediterranean, 
Japan, and finally East Tennessee.

This journey had included student appointments, full time appointments, and ministry to 
the men and women of our Sea Services. I began in a rural area of West Virginia, continued 
in North Carolina, back to West Virginia, and then as a Chaplain in the United States Navy. I 
was privileged to provide ministry to the Marines at MCAS Beaufort, SC, Naval Air Station 
Bermuda, USS Virginia (CGN 38), Naval Station Norfolk, Naval Air Station Norfolk, Post 
Graduate Studies at Perkins, Navy Medical Center, Oakland, CA, and Submarine Community 
in Norfolk. Following retirement, the Lord led me into East Tennessee where I have pastored 
at Bradburn Hill/Mt. Pleasant for the past 14 years. A special thanks to my wife, Sue. It took a 
very special person to endure 11 different moves from one country into another and from one 
coast to another. I appreciate all the support she has given me throughout the journey. I also 
thank my children, Lee, John, and Michelle. Looking back over the years I can definitely say, 
“GOD IS GOOD!” 

eD DONLeY
I was born at an early age on a poor farm in southwestern 
Pennsylvania, into a family of one brother and two sisters. My 
mom was a devout follower of Jesus Christ, my father was 
anything but. Living in the country the closest church was a 
Methodist church, which my mom “made” us kids attend. I will 
never forget the night of revival when I was 15, made to attend, 
and the Lord got hold of this young boy’s heart and I gave it to 
Him. Two years later, even though I had made other plans, God 
called me to preach. As a recent high school graduate, I was 

appointed to three rural churches as their pastor. What an incredible journey this has been. To 
desire to know His will and to do it has been a life-long journey. Having served great people 
and great churches, wanting to quit on several occasions, Philippians 1:6 became my life-
long verse: “Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you is 
going to finish it.”

After 54 years of pastoral ministry, hospital chaplaincy, community organizer, husband, and 
father, I reluctantly retire, although I will continue to preach His word of redeeming grace as 
long as I have physical and mental capacity. I want sung at my funeral, when the time comes, 
the song “I would love to tell you what I think of Jesus, How I found in Him a friend so kind 
and true … for He was the One who changed my life so totally.”



55

JAMes FAiN
Spouse:   Toni
Favorite Hymn:   Sweet Beulah Land
Favorite Scripture:   Philippians 4:13

On the first Sunday in April 1966, I came forward in a church 
service and proclaimed Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. My 
wife and I received B.A. degrees in Christian Education from 
Appalachian Bible College in Bradley, WV.
Toni and I were married in 1970 and have always been involved 
in ministry. We have one son, Jonathan, daughter-in-law, Kathy 

and granddaughter Arianna.
Toni and I jointed St. Stephens UMC in Marietta, GA, in 1987. The Lord has blessed us 

with the opportunity to travel, visiting Biblical sites in Israel, Egypt, Greece, and Turkey.
 The Lord called me into full time ministry and led me to attend Emory University in 1990 

where I received an M.Div. degree, while being the pastor of a two-point charge in the North 
Georgia Conference.

We joined the Holston Conference in 1993. The Lord has enabled us to minister in some 
wonderful churches. I have been blessed to pastor the Bridle Creek Charge, Woodlawn and 
Shiloh UMC, Pikeville UMC, Pine Grove UMC, and Hartman’s Chapel UMC. It has been a 
blessing to see souls won to Jesus Christ and people grow in their walk with the Lord.

I have always believed that it is important to visit the elderly, sick, and people unable to 
attend our church services. Many would like to attend church but are not able. I believe that 
as pastors, we need to bring church to them through visitation. Visiting the nursing homes, 
hospitals, and homes where people are unable to attend church is important. God has laid it 
upon my heart to reach out to such people. In the visitation program, they receive the church 
bulletin, Home Touch page, Upper Room, newsletters, cards from the congregations, tapes 
of the service when requested, and any other material or items. I have a Monday visitation 
schedule and my visits are limited to around ten minutes. This visitation helps to keep the 
shut-ins and the church congregation connected.

Toni and I are thankful to God for His call upon our lives. God has blessed us in so many 
different ways. He has brought many wonderful people into our lives.

I have always loved the verse found in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.” It is God that gives us the strength to do the things He has called us to 
do. It is an honor and a pleasure to be a United Methodist Pastor in the Holston Conference. 

We have purchased a home in Greeneville, TN, where we plan to remain active in ministry. 
This will be a new chapter in our lives. I desire to be active in a church as long as the Lord 
gives me the ability. God has called me to preach the cross and the power of the blood of 
Jesus Christ as the way of salvation. The world is lost and in sin without Jesus. It is our job as 
ministers, as well as laity, to present the Good News of Jesus Christ in many different ways.
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KeNNetH G. FieLDs
Spouse:   Nellie
Favorite Hymn:   Didn’t I Walk Beside You?
Favorite Scripture:   Isaiah 43:2
On a beautiful Sunday evening, August 23, 1977, I walked into a 
little country United Methodist Church and my life was changed 
forever. God’s amazing saving grace had made a different man out 
of me.

I was a coal miner and always wanted to be nothing but that. But 
when I became involved in church, I soon realized I had work to do 

for the Lord. I wanted to be where God could use me. Isaiah 6:8: Here am I, Lord; send me.
It was in this little country church in 1983 that I answered the call to the ministry under my 

pastor, Ted Anders. Thank God for such a man of God. He was such an inspiration in my life. In 
1984, I was sent to Dailey’s Chapel by District Superintendent Walter Smalley.

Walter Smalley impacted my life so much with his leadership, prayers, and encouragement. 
In the latter part of my time at Dailey’s Chapel, Paul Marchbanks came to Tazewell District as 
Superintendent. I thank God for this man of God who helped me. He was such a leader. He knew 
how to treat his pastors with love and respect. During this time, Dailey’s Chapel was the leader in 
the Tazewell District with growth and precious souls saved. God gets all the glory for it.

I left Dailey’s Chapel after eight years to pursue my education, and during this time, I was asked 
to help out another church where the pastor had passed away. I stayed there four years. During this 
time, the coalmines closed down also.

In 1995 Don Scott, Tazewell District Superintendent, who was my mentor in the beginning, 
asked me to come to the Bishop Circuit to pastor. These are the same churches where I was 
saved and called into the ministry. I always had great respect for Don Scott as my District 
Superintendent and mentor. He always had respect for his pastors and encouraged me in 
everything I endeavored to do.

I also served under Gene Lovell and Don Nation. I will always be grateful for both of these 
men. They were always so kind and understanding during a time of illness in our family. They 
prayed with me and encouraged me through these difficult times. Great leaders always inspired 
me and these men were that. I’m retiring now under Tazewell District Superintendent, John David 
Tabor.

Last, and most important, I thank God for my family (wife, son, daughter, and their mates, 
and my precious grandson, Brayden). They have been my support team, never complaining 
about anywhere that my ministry has led me. They all have made many sacrifices, unselfishly 
encouraging me through this time in my life.

My 18 years at Bishop Charge will end with so many great memories. I don’t regret a mile I’ve 
traveled for the Lord. God has blessed in so many ways. Someone once said before I came here 
“Don’t send Kenny Fields here; he preaches too much like Ted Anders.” Someone in Tennessee 
once said, “Coal miners don’t make good United Methodist ministers.”

I know God called and saved me and that settles it for me. God blessed me with 26 years in the 
United Methodist churches – all in Tazewell District. I appreciate each of you who have allowed 
me to be your pastor during these years. I’m retiring from pastoring, but I still have a deep fire in 
my bones to do a ministry in some capacity.

I leave with one thing to The United Methodist Church: Get out of the Politics! Get back to 
preaching and then you can say, “It is Well With My Soul!” Grace to All!
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ANDReW L. HeNRY
Favorite Hymn:   Christ the Lord is Risen Today
Favorite Scripture:   Galatians 5:22-25

Baptized in a Methodist Church in Oxford, MS, I grew up in the 
church: Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, my first Bible 
in the third grade, Church camp, Jr. and Sr. UMYF, Wesley 
Foundation, College Ministry, UMYF counselor, Sunday School 
teacher, member of the Administrative Board. Then seminary, 
and forty-three years under appointment in the Church in four 
annual conferences. That is the story of my life–The United 

Methodist Church. I am grateful for that ministry. It formed me as a United Methodist 
Christian. It is forming me still.

My father was an engineer whose job required our family to move quite often. I thought 
that the church was like a school district. We never shopped for a church. We just got up on 
the first Sunday morning, went to the nearest Methodist Church, and joined. (Being under 
episcopal appointment really hasn’t been much different; one goes where sent.)

That is my ministry. A story of following where the Church led. Most times I followed 
willingly (I met my wife, Jane, at UMYF. I kissed her there.) Occasionally I was sure that 
there was a mistake (Church camp homesickness is a terrible disease.) Sometimes it has 
surprised me. Sometimes it has rescued me. Sometimes it has put me in uncomfortable places. 
And once in a while I saw God.

My ministry story is one of gratitude—gratitude to the Church. For whatever is decent 
in me, I owe to the Church. For whatever desire for justice, whatever capacity to feel 
compassion, whatever concern I have for others, to understand the power of forgiveness, I 
learned at Church. Not just any church … The United Methodist Church.

LeROY D. HeNRY
Spouse:   Jacinth 
Favorite Hymn:  They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
Favorite Verse:   Luke 4:18-19

I was born in the Caribbean Island of Saint Kitts, located near 
the US Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. In 1969, I came to know 
Jesus as my Lord and Savior and in 1973 accepted the call 
to full time ministry during a mission event at the Methodist 
Church in my hometown. The speaker, Rev. Ephraim Alphonse, 
a missionary who worked among the Valiente Indians in 

Panama, Central America, helped me to see the need to serve “the least, the lost, and the last” 
for the sake of Christ.

I have served as a pastor for twenty years in the Methodist Church in the Caribbean in the 
following appointments – Aruba, Antigua, Bahamas, Dominica, Jamaica, and St .Kitts – before 
coming to Holston Conference in 1995. In Holston Conference, God has used me during 
these years to Offer Christ to John Wesley UMC, Abingdon; Slaughters Chapel and Randolph 
UMC, Wytheville District; and Trinity UMC, Abingdon District.

I’m grateful to God and Holston Conference for sending many pastors and lay people as 
Volunteers In Mission to Dominica. You helped build the only secondary school that exists in 
the rural section of that country. I remember people like Dr. Ed Eldridge, Ralph Kidd, Eldon 
Moore, and Charles Harrison who ministered to me while they served on VIM teams.
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The Methodist Church is still necessary for the transformation of the world. People need the 
Church:

To have fellowship with the crucified and risen Lord
To be forgiven
To hear the voice of God
To grow in the knowledge of the Bible, God’s Word
To feed their Soul
To be prayed for
To be loved and encouraged.
My 38 years as a pastor in The United Methodist Church have, for the most part, been 

rewarding. There have been days that were not, but such is life, I suppose.

GARY HiLL 
Spouse:   Connie 
Favorite Hymn:   O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Favorite Scripture:  1 Corinthians 2:9

“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, what no human 
mind has conceived–the things God has prepared for those who 
love him.”

Looking Back: I thought well of myself 36 years ago when this 
venture in ministry began. The undergraduate school I attended 
was adequate. My seminary was noteworthy, so I thought I was 

educated enough to be a pretty good pastor.
Gifts and graces? I hoped I had them. I thought I could preach. (All we pastors think we can 

preach.) I was willing to work hard—visit, visit, and visit some more. As a counselor? Throw 
that in the ring with the other things I felt confident I could do well.

Was it arrogance, naiveté, or both? I’m not certain what it was, but after all these years, I 
look back at that young man with some amusement and not a little pity.

What I learned on this journey is what I suppose all ministers learn. Start out embarrassingly 
green and, along the way, if you’re patient enough, caring enough, you might stumble into 
being a pastor of some regard. The folks I served taught me how to do that. They taught me 
what a seminary education couldn’t. I didn’t need to be great at anything, but I did need to 
strive to be good at everything. As it turned out, I was not God’s gift to the ministry. The 
ministry was God’s gift to me.

I don’t mean to make this sound like I missed the boat completely, but there were times I 
was late getting onboard. So, the next time round I’ll think less of myself at the beginning so I 
can think more of myself at the end.
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MeLANie KARNes
Spouse:   Allen
Favorite Hymn:   Great Is the Lord
Favorite Scripture:   Psalm 150

 I have been so blessed by God through the time I served in 
ministry in the Holston Conference. I will cherish the many 
wonderful memories I have from the churches, communities, 
and people that I have been privileged to serve. One of my 
favorite scriptures is Psalm 150. I just want to praise God for 
“his mighty deeds” and “his exceeding greatness.” I have many 

favorite songs, but the first one that came to my mind as I read Psalm 150 was “Great Is the 
Lord” by Michael W. & Deborah D. Smith. As I adjust to the retirement phase of my life, I 
will continue to praise God and seek to find ways in which to serve him. 

CHARLes LiNDY
Favorite Scripture: Mark 8:34

It has been my privilege to serve in the Holston Conference over 
the past 40 years. I have met a lot of good Christian people and 
had the opportunity to minister in many different churches. The 
Morristown District has been my base of ministry for all those 
years. My dad, John Lindy, was a source of inspiration for me, 
and through his ministry to this same conference, I was saved 
and called into ministry. In these years of ministry I have tried to 
follow the command Jesus gave in Mark 8:34 which says, “And 

when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever 
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” My favorite 
gospel song is entitled, “Aint no grave gonna hold my body down,” because that song is true. 
I want to thank all of the people who have supported me and prayed for me in my ministry. 
May God continue to bless His church until that day He calls us home. God Bless!

BetH MCCOY
Spouse:   Joe
Favorite Hymn:   Make Me a Captive, Lord
Favorite Scripture:   John 3:16

I was born and raised Methodist in Chattanooga, TN, i.e., I am 
Methodist to the core! I grew up attending Wesley Memorial 
UMC and was active in the MYF program, which culminated in 
my serving as the pianist and composer for the Christian Witness 
Team that traveled across the conference in 1965-66. I graduated 
from Emory & Henry College as music major, continuing to 

George Peabody of Vanderbilt to receive my Master of Music Education.
While working as a high school choral director, I felt called to work in church music. 

This was about the time the UMC developed Diaconal Ministry, which I pursued, studying 
at Scarritt-Bennett with the brother of Bishop Abel Tendekayi Muzorewa and other fine 
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professors, and working, during my diaconal classes, for Carlton R. “Sam” Young. One of my 
jobs was helping Sam compile the new biographies in the “Companion to the Hymnal.” 

I was christened by Bishop Earl Hunt as a baby, as he was the minister at Wesley Memorial 
when I was a baby, and was consecrated as a Diaconal Minister in 1991, again by Bishop 
Hunt – what a double blessing!

I worked as the Director of Music Ministries at Pleasant View UMC, developing hand bell 
and hand chime choirs for all ages; children’s, youth and adult choirs; and directing seasonal 
orchestras and church plays/musicals. During this time, many of my compositions of utility 
music created for the choirs of Pleasant View UMC were published by Abingdon Press. 
Watching the music program grow was satisfying, but knowing that children were learning 
the music of our heritage and the Ten Commandments through a cantata, and knowing that, 
to quote one member, she was able to forgive someone because of singing an anthem I wrote, 
has confirmed my understanding that one can preach, minister, bless and be blessed through 
the music of the church. It was especially an honor to work for Rev. Chuck Starks for several 
years.

I was invited in 1993 to be the Artistic Director of the East Tennessee Children’s Choir, 
which eventually blossomed into the Mountain Empire Children’s Choral Academy 
(MECCA). Under my leadership, MECCA singers performed every Christmas at the 
Biltmore Estate as well as with area symphonies, traveled to NYC to sing in Carnegie Hall, 
and twice traveled to Hungary, first to compete and later to be honored guests of Pecs, the 
European Capital of Culture in 2010. I have always been grateful that the conference accepted 
MECCA—the best choral music program for children and youth in the Tri-Cities area—as a 
form of Extension Ministry. MECCA has helped to develop many children and youth into the 
singers and choral directors of today and tomorrow, many now working in their churches.

I retired from full-time choral directing in 2008 but still teach in my home studio some of 
the future pianists of our churches. It was a huge honor that Emory & Henry College awarded 
me its Distinguished Achievement Award in 2009. I realized that retiring from the MECCA 
program did not mean I had to retire as a diaconal minister, so I chose to serve Holston 
Conference as a Music Ministry Consultant. In this capacity, I have done hymn and singing 
workshops, helped churches start adult hand bell and children’s hand chime choirs, written job 
descriptions, and helped churches donate unwanted pianos to worthy piano students. Even in 
retirement, I am willing to continue as a Music Ministry Consultant.

My husband Joe and I live in Abingdon on 50 acres with gorgeous mountain views. We 
are active members of Abingdon UMC. We love our SS class, where I am the class pianist. I 
enjoy organic gardening, cooking our homegrown veggies, and doting on my husband and our 
two cats.
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MAt MeRKeR 
I am a “one-church-wonder.” I answered my call late in life 
after eighteen years of Volunteers in Mission volunteering. I 
was 61 when I graduated from Candler and gratefully agreed 
to serve Benton United Methodist Church. In my polity class, I 
had slaved long and hard on a paper: “How to Build a Church.” 
As the congregation and I grew in faith and trust, a seed planted 
many years ago began to stir. A social hall with a professional 
kitchen would open so many doors to answer God’s call to 
service and mission needs. I had learned Methodist building 

procedures. The congregation knew all about building and finance. We invited VIM teams 
from Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee to help with construction. The 
outcome was a very useful social hall and an even more God-focused, mission-focused 
church under Rev. Betsy Switzer’s leadership. God is a long-term planner, and I am grateful 
to have been part of that plan.

LARRY OUsLeY
Favorite Scripture: Matthew 5:48; John 1:14

“The glory of God is a human being fully alive!” St. Irenaeus 
uttered this in the second century. My calling is to help persons, 
including myself, live more fully alive. Life coaching has been 
the vehicle for me to carry out this calling to help others be the 
persons God has created us to be, living in the way of Jesus. 
Another way to say this is “Helping Humans Happen!” 
Let me share two favorite scripture passages. The first is 
Matthew 5:48: “Be perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect.” 

This passage came alive for me when I discovered that the Greek word translated “perfect” is 
teleios meaning complete, whole, mature, or to the end—what we are created for—instead of 
the assumed meaning of being flawless. We are to be on the journey of maturing toward our 
calling. 

The second passage is John 1:14: “And the Logos became flesh, and made his dwelling 
within us, and we have seen his radiance, as the radiance of the son of the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” Once again, the original Greek is so helpful. We translate charis as grace. We tend 
to think of grace as what we receive or what others can receive. To be a follower of Jesus 
is to be an agent of grace. This charis is really about giving grace, which is beyond merit. It 
is to be an agent of the extravagant giving of God. “Truth” in the passage is from the Greek 
aletheia, which literally means, “unhidden.” Jesus is the unhidden or revealed one. To be a 
follower of Jesus is to be open, authentic, promoting consciousness and awareness. Through 
consciousness, we can become intentional about joining God’s extravagant giving of grace and 
peace.

My original calling came in the 1960’s. I believed that the way of Jesus and the church 
was the best way to address the crying human, social needs of the day related to the Vietnam 
War and civil rights. Early in my ministry, I had the opportunity to serve on the Holston 
Conference Council on Ministries. Ezra Earl Jones led a retreat in which he challenged us to 
measure our success as an annual conference by whether our region became more loving and 
just. He did not point us to improvements in church statistics, but to actual transformation of 
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the culture. Truly, it is “for the transformation of the world” that we are “making disciples of 
Jesus Christ.” 

As I take the retired “status,” I’m not ending ministry. For now, I will continue serving as 
the Executive Director of the Intentional Growth Center, as a life coach, and a coach trainer. 
Being a person of God and seeking to live the calling of God as a follower of Jesus is a 
lifelong, even an eternal, adventure. 

Thank you to the Holston Conference, my family, the churches I’ve had the privilege of 
serving, and to God for this fantastic opportunity. Let us continue on the Way.

BARRY K. sARVeR
Spouse:   Glynda
Favorite Hymn:   How Great Thou Art
Favorite Scripture:   Proverbs 3:5-6

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your 
own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will 
make straight your paths.”

When I was six- or seven-years-old, my sister said that I 
would stand in front of a full-length mirror with a Bible in my 
hands and preach. I am thankful for Joe Bachman, the first 

pastor who aroused that six- or seven-year-old boy’s spirit with the love of God, as well as 
my grandmother, Bertie Sarver Danley, who taught me the word of God and taught me to 
love Jesus. I am thankful for my mother, Edna Sarver Sisk, who taught me to love others and 
my last pastor, Ted Anders, who preached the Bible and taught me how much God loves me, 
which filled me with so much excitement that I had to say, “Yes, Lord, send me!” I am also 
thankful for the three Bishops and ten District Superintendents who have had a part in our 
ministry. I especially want to recognize Don Scott and Ann Blair, who listened to God and 
made it possible for our ministry to begin.

I have had the privilege to love and serve with many wonderful people in five districts 
of the Holston Conference, which I will cherish. Thank you to Albright/Greenwood UMC; 
Pikeville UMC; First UMC, Independence; First UMC, Copperhill; and Coeburn UMC for 
allowing me to be in ministry with you. 

I also want to thank my wife, Glynda, who willingly served with me; she has been a vital 
part of this ministry. She loves our Lord so much; she was always ready to go whenever and 
wherever the Lord called us.

Most of all, I want to thank God for His great love and for giving me the opportunity to 
serve. As the Happy Goodman Family used to sing “I Wouldn’t Take Nothing For My Journey 
Now!” As I begin another phase of my journey, I’m certain that the Lord is not through with 
me and I am excited to see what He has in the future. “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow!”
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WiLLiAM A. sCHOeNeMAN
Spouse:   Celia Kay
Hymn:   Victory in Jesus
 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Scripture:   Philippians 4:13

I was called to ministry in church camp as a teenager. I finally 
answered God’s call as a second career. After going to Asbury 
Seminary and looking for a Conference, I heard about Holston 
as a good place to do God’s work. I contacted the Conference 
and then received a call from Bishop Clay Lee asking me 

if I was interested in an appointment. He was going into meetings at the time. Very soon 
thereafter, I was appointed to the Ceres Circuit, serving six churches. 

Ministry at Ceres Circuit was filled with wonderful people, many blessings and one or two 
miracles. After five years there, my family and I traveled to the other end of the Conference 
to be at First Church, Copperhill. During the four years we were there, I experienced many 
good things, including the beginning of an after-school children’s program that resulted in a 
wedding and a complete family joining the church. After a brief appointment in Chattanooga, 
we returned to the other end of the Conference to Mt. View and Newbern churches. During 
those six years I had many wonderful experiences, such as blessing prayer shawls, feeding 
the unfortunate at a local soup kitchen, and making apple butter in copper kettles. Finally, 
we came to the East Marion Circuit. In a way it was like coming home, because we were 
ministering to the relatives of the people we started out with on Ceres Circuit. One of the 
highlights of this ministry has been my opportunity to baptize 23 people on a warm Sunday 
afternoon by the riverside. My ministry here at Holston has been a joy as I’ve been welcomed 
and embraced as an adopted son of Holston.
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KeNNetH L. sCOGGiNs
Spouse: Mary Ann
Favorite Hymn:   We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations
Favorite Scripture:   Isaiah 40:31; Ephesians 1:3-8
I am thankful for the Holston Conference of The United Methodist 
Church for giving me the opportunity to live out God’s call on my 
life for 35 years. I am thankful for all the people of the churches I 
have served in the Oak Ridge and Cleveland Districts.

I am thankful for my family who has supported me in my 
ministry. There are so many people who have been a blessing to 

me. I am thankful for Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor, Rev. Mike Carter, Rev. Dale Gilbert, and 
Rev. Charles Lippse for their support and encouraging words during the time of my wife’s death.

The Lord has blessed me beyond measure with a wife of five years who has been a blessing to 
me and has been a partner in ministry at Soddy United Methodist Church. I am looking forward 
to retirement. The mind is willing but the body is weak. I will continue to proclaim the Good 
News of my Savior Jesus Christ as long as I live.

BettY A. sHiRLeY
Spouse:  Wayne 
Favorite Scripture:  Jeremiah 29:11
Favorite Hymn:  Here I Am, Lord

Much like the children of Israel, I have been led through various 
ministries, all of which served His purpose at the time. As a 
daughter to John and Margaret Anderson, a wife to Wayne, a 
mother to George and Mary, a homemaker, scout leader, Sunday 
School teacher, youth leader, lay speaker, nursing home volunteer, 
foster mom, and the list goes on, and then much to my surprise, 
pastoral ministry.

At age 60, when “retirement age” was almost upon me, God began a new chapter in my 
life. After several months of tearful prayers … the call was clear and I fully understood that 
He was asking that I trust Him as He led me on a new, unknown adventure. This is a good 
example of God not calling the equipped, but equipping the called. It took almost two years of 
preparation before I received my first appointment at Fowler’s Grove UMC in Cocke County. 
After serving there two years, a most unusual opportunity came as the Bishop appointed me, 
and Rutledge Baptist Church “called” me to serve as their Associate Pastor, where I served 
just shy of two years. In June 2007, I was brought back into the Methodist system and was 
appointed to the Mary’s Chapel/Russellville Circuit. In January 2013, Russellville UMC was 
aligned with Liberty Hill UMC, and I continued to pastor Mary’s Chapel until February 1, 
2014. Each of these churches is very much a part of who I am.

What a wonderful blessing this latest chapter of my life has been! Who would have ever 
dreamed that I would be granted some of my most satisfying experiences in the autumn years 
of my life? How grateful I am for a very supportive family who made many adjustments as I 
surrendered my life to God’s call.

I am more convinced than ever before that “ministry” is the work of all Christians and 
“God’s calling” is His designation of “how” He wants to work through us. How very blessed I 
have been to serve Him and be so lovingly supported by so many. Life has been an adventure, 
and I eagerly wait to see what God has in store for the next season of my life.
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eDWARD sNODGRAss
Spouse:   Linda 

Retirement is a time to celebrate. The reality for me has been 
that each day and each week and each year has been a time to 
celebrate. I have been so fortunate to be connected to The United 
Methodist Church for many generations prior to my birth. God 
has sent people my way who have inspired and encouraged me 
to find happiness and fulfilment through serving others. While in 
college at Vanderbilt, I changed from pre-law to seek admission 
to Duke Divinity School. Meeting my wife, Linda, on the steps 

of Duke Chapel that first week of school was God’s way of letting me know that like Moses 
and Aaron, I would have a helpmate to share in the celebrations and hard times. Bishop 
Finger and a host of mentors participated in my ordination in 1977. The members of 
churches I have served including six while at Duke, First-Centenary UMC, East Lake UMC, 
and Highland Plaza UMC, were always willing to meet me halfway and beyond to seek 
to serve Christ in the community. The opportunity arose to serve as a Campus Minister at 
McCallie School in Chattanooga. It was as a student there that my Christian faith and adult 
values found fruition. My work at McCallie has been a perfect match for my own values and 
for raising my family. I have told many people that my life has been a series of very positive 
choices. I will miss teaching and being involved in the life of the boys at McCallie. I look 
forward to seeing what doors will open as God reveals some exciting new opportunities to 
grow and serve. 

Thank you, Holston Conference, and to all the wonderful men and women who inspire and 
supported my ministry efforts 

LAURA eVeLYN tReNt
Favorite Hymn:  whichever one I’m singing at the time 
 – with a few exceptions…
Favorite Scripture:  Luke 1:37

Mother to Evelyn and Trent, program worker at the Beth in 
Chattanooga, teacher, family-business-owner, glassblower, and 
fourth-generation Methodist pastor: that’s me, and Methodist 
to the marrow! So when, after 40+ years of life and active lay 
ministry, I finally recognized that clear voice in my ear as a 
long-unheard call to ordained ministry, some of my long-time 

friends said, “it’s about time!”
Candler – of course! – was a life-changing experience, and my first appointment was to 

Forrest Avenue UMC in Chattanooga, near the developing Riverfront and Walnut Street 
Bridge. During my 3 years there, we and 3 other nearby churches formed an urban, interracial 
cooperative ministry – Hands-Across-the-River, or HARP. For 5 years I served as both 
Program Director/Director of HARP and its 5 member churches and associate pastor at St. 
Luke UMC. A remarkable and unforgettable experience!

McFarland UMC in Rossville, GA – what warm and wonderful folks! - was where I spent 
my next year. Then, I was invited to take a position on staff at Hinton Rural Life Center, an 
SEJ agency. For two years I enjoyed a creative time of contacts and travel over much of the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction, helping smaller churches with visioning and planning and leading 
workshops and retreats.
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At Hinton I found out I was not a rural person, so when I returned to the pastorate, I found 
myself saying ‘Thanks, but no thanks’ to an appointment on a Virginia mountaintop and 
turned instead to Mississippi, where I have family roots. There I found a special opportunity at 
an African-American church near Jackson. Greer Chapel was a joy and a challenge, and good 
preparation!

During that year I was selected to be pastor at the English-Speaking United Methodist 
Church of Vienna, Austria, working in the Central Conference of Middle and Southern 
Europe. For the next 7 years I served a large and diverse congregation of mostly immigrants, 
ex-pats, students, and UN workers from nearly 40 different countries. It is a remarkable 
community and was for me an experience that called on and called out every gift and skill I’d 
ever had, plus a few new ones. It felt like the ministry I’d been created to do!

Since my return to the U.S. and to Holston, appointments have been challenging – Addilynn 
Memorial in Bristol and the Bethel/Vonore charge in East TN – but even in the difficulties 
there have been people whose response to me and to my ministry has blessed me and made 
the challenges worthwhile. God does provide!!

This has been wonderful ride, full of experiences, colleagues, and others who have helped 
God create me! And now my daughter, Evelyn Harris, has gone to seminary and followed me 
into the ministry – one more generation of Methodist pastors! As for her daughter, Avi, we’ll 
have to wait and see. Thanks be to God!

steVe tUCK
Spouse:  Sara
Favorite Hymn:  It is Well with My Soul
Favorite Scripture:  Philippians 4:13 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
In 1976, I felt a strong calling into the ministry in a revival in 
my home church, Carpenters Campground United Methodist. 
With a very young family and a job, I had no idea how this 
would ever come to be. I was very contented to be active in 
everything at Carpenters, and was often given the chance to 

preach by my pastor and good friend, Rev. Dan Moore. In 1978, I had a phone call from 
Rev. Walter Willis, the DS. He asked me if I would want to go preach at Meadow UMC in 
Greenback until they could find a permanent pastor. He said it would just be from week to 
week. We were very excited to get to go serve a church for a little while. The little while 
lasted eleven years.

My next opportunity came as a chance to serve the Sevierville Parish as an Associate Pastor. 
I had been there nine years and wasn’t thinking at all of leaving, but my plans were changed 
when Rev. Bob Bostick, the DS, asked if I was ready to go into the ministry full time. Since 
our children were now grown, this seemed like the perfect time. Sara and I left our jobs, sold 
our house, and moved to the parsonage at New Salem to serve eight years there. When it came 
time to move on, we went to serve in the Morristown District at Mt. Hebron. This too was an 
eight-year appointment.

Although health problems have caused me to retire earlier than I might have wanted, I 
know God will give me more chances to serve. I know he is not through with me yet. The 
adventures and relationships we have experienced have been priceless. We think of the 
wonderful people who will always be our friends, and know that if I had said, “no, I don’t 
think I can”, to Dr. Willis, these things would never have happened. Thanks be to God.
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I also know I owe a great debt to others who have lovingly supported me through the years. 
Most of all is my loving wife Sara. We have been equally yoked in ministry and service for 
these thirty-six years. Without her love and continued support, it would have been impossible. 
Thank God for Christian spouses.

tHOMAs J. WitteN, JR. 
Spouse:   Barbara 
Favorite Hymn:   Whispering Hope
Favorite Verse:   2 Corinthians 4:8-10

I started attending the Methodist Church when I was five years 
old and attended from then until I went to college. In fact, I have 
a Sunday School attendance pin with fourteen years of perfect 
attendance. In college, I majored in mathematics and became 
a teacher and later an administrator. In my later career, I was 
college professor of mathematics at a community college. My 

walk with Jesus has always been close, teaching Sunday School, working with the UMYF, 
and later, lay speaking. My first lay speaking experience was in 1972 when I was asked 
to present the Father’s Day sermon at my home church in Gary, WV. I think I was asked 
because I had the most children in the congregation!

My lay-speaking assignments became more and more numerous after I moved to Richlands, 
VA. In fact, I spoke in almost every pulpit in Tazewell District from 1973 to 2006. And all this 
time, I suspected that God was training and preparing me for further and deeper service. In 
2006, I was asked by the District Superintendent, Don Nation, if I would take the assignment 
of pastoring three churches in Buchanan County, VA. I had just officially retired from teaching 
and had the usual post-retirement plans. After much prayer and discussion, my wife and I 
agreed that this was God’s call on my life and not really my decision.

I have served the Buchanan Parish, first as a three-point charge and now a two-point charge, 
for the past eight years and have loved and relished every moment. As I officially “retire” 
from the Annual Conference, I am looking forward to serving God in the way that He sees fit. 
I have learned that you cannot and will not ever retire from serving your Lord and Savior.
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tAeHUN YOON
Spouse:   WanHee
Favorite Hymn:   Who Shall be Like Him? 
Favorite Scripture:   Philippians 4:4; Micah 6:8b

 I am so grateful for the Bishop and members who welcomed 
me from New York Annual Conference to share their yoke of 
connectional ministry of the Holston Annual Conference for the 
last 10 years.

In my heart, there is only one thought filled at the crossroad, 
“Thank you, Lord, and friends in churches where I have served.” 

As I review my ministry, it has been proved that His Grace has always been sufficient all 
along on each step of my ministry daily for 40 years; 10 years in Korea prior to 30 years in 
the States. I founded three churches: one in the military base, another in Albany NY, and a 
third one in Queens Village, NY; served two Korean churches in NY; five English-speaking 
congregations; two Annual Conferences;  and two mission projects: Integral Spirituality Clinic 
and Korean-American Women United Mission.

I preached over 2,000 times and included daily early dawn prayer services for His Victory 
and Glory. Because of His blessing, I did not need to pretend to be what I was/am not. I could/
can be myself. 

I have been so happy to serve the Lord and churches with my family. “… As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua) Without my lovely, dedicated helper and wife, 
WanHee, I could not carry the gracious Cross. My three precious supporters and children are 
Michelle in NY, a family and marriage therapist and the spouse of an ordained clergy, Rev. 
Sam Park; Erica in Roanoke, a photojournalist; and Jacob, the manager of a retail store in 
Knoxville.

As Bishop Taylor recalled someone said, “Life is a series of adjustments.” Now the Lord’s 
calling is to be a full time representative minister to my own family.
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Tuesday, June 10, 2014 ● 7:00 p.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Missions Celebration
“And when the Holy Spirit comes on you, you will be able to be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, all over Judea and Samaria, even to the ends of the world.”
Acts 1:8 (The Message)

Gathering Music, 6:45 – 7:00 p.m. The Crossing Praise Band
     First UMC, Maryville

The Call of God    Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1:6-8  
     
*Response to the Call 

God has called us to love and serve those for whom God’s heart is breaking.
God has called us! 

God has called us to be the body of Christ in the world today.
God has called us! 

God has called us and by the power of the Holy Spirit given us authority to 
transform the world for Christ.

God has called us!
God has called us in the name of Christ to preach good news to the poor, and 
proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind. God has 
called us by the power of the Holy Spirit to heal the sick, feed the hungry, and 
gather around table with those whom the world has rejected.

God has called us!
God has called us to go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

God has called us and we are already at work!
May the God who made heaven and earth, whom death could not contain, who 
lives to disturb and heal us, continue to bless us with the power to go forth and 
proclaim the gospel, now and forevermore. Amen.

*Hymn #581 “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service” beach spring

Prayer

What’s Next: Remembering the Challenge
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“You Will Be My Witnesses in Jerusalem”

Encounter with God

Music     “God of This City”  Boyd
     The Crossing Praise Band

Celebrating Mission Within the Holston Conference 

“You Will Be My Witnesses in all Judea and Samaria”

Encounter with God

Music       Yeudi Ramirez, Abel Carrico, Jamie Talley

Celebrating Mission Throughout the U.S.  

“You Will Be My Witnesses to the Ends of the Earth”

Encounter with God

Music     Yeudi Ramirez, Abel Carrico, Jamie Talley

Celebrating Mission Throughout the World 

Thanksgiving from Africa University Dr. James H. Salley 

Ministry in the Czech Republic The Reverend Walter P. Weikel

Music     Mr. Slava Korsak

Holston’s Witness in South Sudan

Why Sudan, Why Now?  The Reverend Tom Hancock

2014 Mission Emphasis of Education in South Sudan
The Reverend Fred E. Dearing, III

Voices from South Sudan
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Worship Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area,

The United Methodist Church
Words of Witness ~ The Reverend Fred and Mrs. Libby Dearing,

Yei District, South Sudan
Mandela V. Wani Michael, Yei, South Sudan

The Reverend Thomas E. Hancock, Harrison UMC, Chattanooga District 
Dr. James H. Salley, Associate Vice-Chancellor for

Institutional Advancement, Africa University
The Reverend Walter P. Weikel, Superintendent, Johnson City District 
Musicians ~ Mr. Chris Lee, Praise Leader, The Crossing Praise Band, 

First UMC, Maryville, Maryville District
Yeudi Ramirez, Abel Carrico, Jamie Talley, Maryville District

Mr. Slava Korsak, English-Speaking UMC, Prague

Participants and planners for tonight’s Worship Celebration represent
Members of the Missions Ministry Team and the South Sudan Advisory Team.

Acknowledgements – The response to the call was prepared by  
Dr. P. Dawn Chesser. Final blessing in the  liturgy was adapted from  
Janet Morley, © 1989 Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, London, UK.

Presentation of Our Gifts 

*Hymn of Commitment “He Reigns” Furler, Taylor

Sending Forth Bishop Taylor

*Please stand as you are able.
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Wednesday, June 11, 2014 ● 9:00 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Service of Ordination, Commissioning, and Recognition
and Sending Forth

As for me, I will always have hope; I will praise you more and more.
My mouth will tell of your righteous deeds, of your saving acts all day long.

Psalm 71:14-15 (NIV)

ENTRANCE

Pre-Service Music, 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.    The Junaluska Singers

Prelude         Mr. Bryan K. Underwood

*Processional Hymn #64 “Holy, Holy, Holy”   nicaea 
            #327   “Crown Him with Many Crowns” diademata

*Greeting and Prayer      Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor
The bishop greets the people and they respond:

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
 And also with you.

Let us pray.

Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
  you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace
  to all servants of your church,
  that we may with diligence and faithfulness
  fulfill our various ministries.
Grant that we your people may follow where you lead,
  perfect our ministries,
  and live in joyful obedience to your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

RECOGNITION OF COMMON MINISTRY
AND REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

As the people remain standing, the bishop begins:

Ministry is the work of God,
  done by the people of God.
Through baptism
  all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers,
  the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world.
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We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service
  for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation.

Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry,
  I call upon all God’s people gathered here:

The bishop may pour water into a basin and say:

Remember your baptism and be thankful.

We remember our baptism 
  and affirm our common ministry.

All people are seated.

PRESENTATION
The conference Lay Leader and the Chairperson and representatives of the Board 

of Ordained Ministry present to the bishop those who are to be commissioned, 
ordained, and recognized. Each candidate stands as their name is read:

 Mr. Del Holley, Conference Lay Leader
On behalf of the laity of local congregations who have examined and approved 
these candidates,

 The Reverend Stella Roberts, Chair, Board of Ordained Ministry:
and on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry of this annual conference, 

which has recommended these persons,
and this annual conference, which has approved them,

we present
 The Reverend Nancy Hobbs, Chair, Division of Deacons
this person to be commissioned for the work of a deacon:

 Leslie Brooke Atchley

 The Reverend David Graybeal, Chair, Division of Elders
these persons to be commissioned for the work of an elder:

 Martha Scott Atkins  Timothy James Best 
 Brenda Diane Dowell  Chadwick James Wilson Holtz 
 Natalie Michelle Justice  Misti Dawn McCreary 
 Jeremy McMillan  Kevin Shane Richardson 
 Jason Trent Stubblefield

The Reverend Dale Gilbert  
Co-Chair, Division of Local Pastors and Associate Members

these persons to be recognized as associate members of this annual conference:
 
 Bobby Gene Black Donald Paul Shelor
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The Reverend Rebekah Fetzer, Chair, Order of Deacons
this person to be ordained deacon:
 
 Madonna Starr Flanders
 

The Reverend Donald Swift, Chair, Order of Elders
and these persons to be ordained elders:

 Shannon Marie Langston Berry Gilbert Carl Butler, III  
 William Joseph Conner Barbara Ann Doyle 
 Sara Jo Emmerich  Danielle Augusta Hargett Jenkins 
 Michael E. Ladd   Adam Thomas Love 
 Robert Steven Ruth  Charla Lee Sherbakoff 
 James Allen Sherrod  Timothy Wayne Smith 
 Ginny Nell Tompkins  Kenneth Ralph Tucker, Jr.

            Reverend Swift
this person whose orders will be recognized as elder: 

 Matthew Philip Hampton

After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing,  
and the bishop says:

These persons are by God’s grace
  to be commissioned or ordained to ministry in Christ’s holy church.
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them
  have discerned that they are persons
  of sound learning and of Christian character,
  and possess the necessary signs of God’s grace,
  and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ.
Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God.

We ask you, people of God,
  to declare your assent
  to the commissioning or ordination of these persons.

Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace,
  to be commissioned or ordained?

We do! Thanks be to God!

Will you uphold them in their ministry?

With God’s help, we will!

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION
All remain seated except the candidates and the Bishop,  

who stand facing one another. 
 The Bishop examines the candidates for commissioning or ordination:
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My sisters and brothers in Christ,
  you have been called
  to a commissioned or ordained ministry.
The church now confirms your calling.

As commissioned or ordained ministers,
  you are to be coworkers with the laity, bishops,

deacons, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners,
commissioned ministers, local pastors and elders. 

Remember that you are called
  to serve rather than to be served,
  to proclaim the faith of the church and no other,
  to look after the concerns of God above all.

So that we may know that you believe yourselves
  to be called by God
  and that you profess the Christian faith,
  we ask you:

Do you believe that God has called you
  to the life and work of ordained ministry?

I do so believe.

Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
  and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?

I do so believe and confess.

Are you persuaded
  that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
  contain all things necessary for salvation 
  through faith in Jesus Christ
  and are the unique and authoritative standard
  for the church’s faith and life?

I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.

Will you be faithful in prayer,
  in the study of the Holy Scriptures,
  and with the help of the Holy Spirit
  continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you? 

I will, with the help of God.

Will you do your best to pattern your life 
  in accordance with the teachings of Christ?

I will, with the help of God.
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Will you, in the exercise of your ministry,
  lead the people of God
  to faith in Jesus Christ, 
  to participate in the life and work of the community, and 
  to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?

I will, with the help of God.

Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church,
  accepting its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline,
  defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word,
  and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you,
  and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?

I will, with the help of God.

The bishop addresses the candidates:

May God,
  who has given you the will to do these things,
  give you grace to perform them,
  that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection. 

Amen.

Anthem           The Junaluska Singers

PROCLAMATION

Scripture 

Sermon          Bishop Taylor

*Hymn of Commitment “Lord, I Need You”  Maher

CHARGE TO PERSONS BEING COMMISSIONED
As the hymn is sung, the candidates for commissioning move to the stage

and face the bishop. Bishop Taylor says to the congregation:

By affirming the covenant of baptism, 
all members of Christ’s holy church pledge 
to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.

Christ gave all of us this command: 
  “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”
We have asked, and the Lord has answered. 



77

These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people,
  see the plentiful harvest,
  and are ready to respond generously to the Lord
  in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”

Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit,
  they now come to declare in public 

their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism
by binding themselves to the service of God
under the supervision of the bishop 
  and the guidance of ordained colleagues
and by being appointed to share as servant leaders 
in the body of Christ.

Today we commission them to service
as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us. 

THE PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING
The candidates kneel.

The bishop, extending arms over all of the candidates, prays:

God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, 
  you raise up men and women to be apostolic leaders in your church.
By your Holy Spirit
  help these, your servants, 
  to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy.
Deepen their sense of purpose 
  as they exercise commissioned ministry. 
Empower them, and those who will walk with them to guide their ministry,

together with all of your people, 
to heal the sick,

  love the outcast,
  resist evil, 
  preach the Word,
  and give themselves freely for your name’s sake.
 
 Leslie Brooke Atchley Martha Scott Atkins 
 Timothy James Best  Brenda Diane Dowell 
 Chadwick James Wilson Holtz Natalie Michelle Justice  
 Misti Dawn McCreary Jeremy McMillan 
 Kevin Shane Richardson Jason Trent Stubblefield
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The bishop laying both hands upon the shoulders of each candidate prays:

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name.
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, 
  to announce the reign of God, 
  and to equip the church for ministry,
  in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Those being commissioned receive their certificates and Bibles. 

All are seated after being commissioned.

*Hymn   “Lord, I Offer My Life to You” Cloninger, Moen

RECOGNITION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
As the hymn is sung, those to be recognized as associate members move to the 

stage and face the bishop. The bishop addresses them:
 
After fulfillment of all of the requirements
  and after due examination
  of your call and ministry,
  we now welcome you as associate members of this annual conference.
You have given assurance of your faith and Christian experience.
You have committed yourself
  to uphold faithfully The United Methodist Church 
  and to the work of a pastor under appointment of the bishop.
We rejoice that you have been called to serve among us,
  and pray that God may guide your ministry.

 Bobby Gene Black  Donald Paul Shelor
As each candidate comes forward, the bishop greets each one:

Name, we now recognize you as an associate member
  in the Holston Annual Conference.

The newly recognized associate members receive their certificates 
and Bibles and return to their seats.

EXAMINATION OF DEACONS
The deacon candidate moves toward the bishop as directed. 

The bishop examines the deacon candidate:

A deacon
  is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood, 
  to relate the life of the community to its service in the world,
  to lead others into Christian discipleship,
  to nurture disciples for witness and service,    

Here a large Bible may be lifted by an assistant.



79

  to lead in worship, 
  to teach and proclaim God’s Word,
  to assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism and Holy    
  Communion,

Here a towel and basin with pitcher may be lifted by an assistant.

  to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes, 
  to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed,
    and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice,
    liberation and reconciliation,
    even in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice. 

These are the duties of a deacon.

Do you believe that God has called you
  to the life and work of a deacon?

I do so believe.

The bishop asks the candidate for ordination as deacon:

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission
  covenant to participate in the order of deacons?
Will you give yourself to God through the order of deacons
  in order to sustain and build each other up 
  in prayer, study, worship, and service?

I will, with the help of God, 
  and with the help of my sisters and brothers in the order of deacons.

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR DEACONS

The bishop, facing the ordinand, calls the people to prayer:

As this person is ordained by God and the church
  for the ministry of deacon
  to which we believe she has been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for her.

The people pray for her in silence.
The bishop, with hands extended over the one being ordained, prays:

We thank you, Living God,
  that in your great love
  you sent Jesus Christ
  to take the form of a servant,
  becoming obedient even to death on the cross,
  and now resurrected and exalted in the heavens.
You have taught us, by his word and example,
  that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.
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Give this servant grace to be faithful to her promises,
  constant in her discipleship,
  and always ready for works of loving service.
Make her modest and humble, gentle and strong,
  rooted and grounded in love.
Give her a share in the ministry of Jesus Christ,
  who came not to be served but to serve. 

 Madonna Starr Flanders

The candidate and her sponsors move into position. 
Those who are to join in the laying on of hands will stand with the bishop.  

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are  
for silent prayer during the laying on of hands for the ordinand. 

The bishop lays both hands on the head of the ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church. 
Amen.

Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands 
on the hands of the candidate and says:

Name, take authority as a deacon
to proclaim the Word of God
and to lead God’s people
in ministries of compassion and justice;
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The ordinand receives her stole and certificates and returns to her seat.

*Hymn “Use Me, Send Me” Cloninger, Rhodes

EXAMINATION OF ELDERS
The elder candidates stand.

The bishop examines the candidates for ordination as elder:

An elder
  is called to share in the ministry of Christ
  and of the whole church:
  to preach and teach the Word of God

Here a large Bible is lifted by an assistant.

  and faithfully administer
  the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion;

Here a paten and chalice are lifted.
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  to lead the people of God in worship and prayer;
  to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ;
  to exercise pastoral supervision,
    order the life of the congregation,
    counsel the troubled,
    and declare the forgiveness of sin;
  to lead the people of God
    in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world;
  to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people;
  and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church
  and in service in and to the community.

These are the duties of an elder.

Do you believe that God has called you
  to the life and work of an elder?

I do so believe.

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission,
  covenant to participate in the order of elders?
Will you give yourself to God through the order of elders
  in order to sustain and build each other up 
  in prayer, study, worship, and service?

I will, with the help of God,
  and the help of my sisters and brothers in the order of elders.

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS
The bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer:

As these persons are recognized or ordained by God and the church
  for the ministry of elders
  to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for them.

The people pray for them in silence.
The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:

We praise you, eternal God,
  because you have called us to be a priestly people,
  offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
  Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death
  and, having ascended into heaven,
  has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people,
  making some apostles, some prophets,
    some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
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  to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
  to build up Christ’s body,
  and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.

Give to these your servants the grace and power they need
  to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.
Enable them to serve without reproach,
  to proclaim the gospel of salvation,
  to administer the sacraments of the new covenant,
  and to offer with all your people
    spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Candidates for ordination as elder and their sponsors and spouses 
 move into position, and elder candidates are invited  
to kneel before the bishop one at a time as directed.

Those who are to join in the laying on of hands will stand with the bishop.
Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for 

silent prayer during the laying on of hands for each ordinand.

 Shannon Marie Langston Berry Gilbert Carl Butler, III  
 William Joseph Conner Barbara Ann Doyle 
 Sara Jo Emmerich Danielle Augusta Hargett Jenkins  
 Michael E. Ladd Adam Thomas Love 
 Robert Steven Ruth Charla Lee Sherbakoff 
 James Allen Sherrod Timothy Wayne Smith 
 Ginny Nell Tompkins Kenneth Ralph Tucker, Jr.

The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:

Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit,
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church. 
Amen.

Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible  
as the bishop lays hands on the hands of the ordinand and says:

Name, take authority as an elder
 to preach the Word of God,
 to administer the Holy Sacraments
 and to order the life of the Church;
 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The ordinands receive their stoles and certificates and return to their seat.
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RECOGNITION OF ORDERS
The candidate and spouse and sponsors come forward.

The bishop addresses the elder whose orders are to be recognized.

After due examination
  of your call and ministry in another part of Christ’s holy church,
  we now welcome you to this communion.
You have given assurance of your faith and Christian experience.
You have renewed the vows of your ordination
  and committed yourself to uphold faithfully
  The United Methodist Church.
We rejoice that you have been called to serve among us,
  and pray that God may guide your ministry.

 Matthew Philip Hampton
The candidate comes forward. The bishop greets the candidate.

Name, we now recognize you as an elder
  in The United Methodist Church.

The candidate receives his certificate and stole and is seated.

Anthem          The Lake Junaluska Singers

Distribution of Appointment Books 
The ushers will provide appointment books for lay and clergy members 

of the Annual Conference.

Question of Clergy Character  Reverend Roberts

The Fixing of Appointments Bishop Taylor, District Superintendents,
     and District Lay Leaders

A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition (in unison) No. 607
 I am no longer my own, but thine.
 Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
 Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
 Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
 exalted for thee or brought low by thee.
 Let me be full, let me be empty.
 Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
 I freely and heartily yield all things
 to thy pleasure and disposal.
 And now, O glorious and blessed God,
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
 thou are mine, and I am thine. So be it.
 And the covenant which I have made on earth,
 let it be ratified in heaven.  Amen.
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*Hymn of Thanksgiving #94
   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  lasst uns erfreuen 

*The Dismissal with Blessing    Bishop Taylor
 As Jesus sent the disciples out in the countryside
  to preach and to heal,
  so Christ sends us out to speak words of hope  
  and to heal human hurts today.
 We accept this mission to be God’s people in the world.
 Go on your way, rejoicing in the presence of God’s Spirit,
  and in the power of the gospel of love and hope.
 For yours is the glory, O God, now and forever! Amen.
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
 We are sent in the name of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen.

*Adjournment    Bishop Taylor

*Recessional Hymn of Praise #155        
  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  diadem

Postlude          Mr. Bryan K. Underwood

*Please stand as you are able.

Worship Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area,

The United Methodist Church
Director of Liturgy and Assisting Deacon for Bishop Taylor ~ 

The Reverend Glenna Manning, Concord UMC, Oak Ridge District
Participants ~ Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry

Music Leader ~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Maryville District
Organist ~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, First UMC, Marion, Abingdon District

Musicians ~ Junaluska Singers, Lake Junaluska, North Carolina
Director ~ Dr. Melodie Galloway

A Word of Gratitude:

Stoles:  Stoles presented to those being ordained and having their orders 
recognized are provided by the congregations or districts where they are 
currently appointed.

Bibles:  Bibles presented to those being commissioned and being 
recognized as associate members are provided by their home districts.
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Historic Examination of Full Membership in the Annual Conference

Those being ordained this morning answered the following Historic Questions 
during the Clergy Session on Sunday afternoon of Annual Conference.
 1. Have you faith in Christ?
 2. Are you going on to perfection?
 3. Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life?
 4. Are you earnestly striving after it?
 5. Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God and His work?
 6. Do you know the General Rules of our Church?
 7. Will you keep them?
 8. Have you studied the doctrines of The United Methodist Church?
 9. After full examination, do you believe that our doctrines are in harmony  
  with the Holy Scriptures?
 10. Will you preach and maintain them?
 11. Have you studied our form of Church discipline and polity?
 12. Do you approve our Church government and polity?
 13. Will you support and maintain them?
 14. Will you diligently instruct the children in every place?
 15. Will you visit from house to house?
 16. Will you recommend fasting or abstinence, both by precept and example?
 17. Are you determined to employ all your time in the work of God?
 18. Are you in debt so as to embarrass you in your work?
 19. Will you observe the following directions?

a. Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never be triflingly employed. 
Never trifle away time; neither spend any more time at any one place 
than is strictly necessary.

b. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at the time. And do not mend our 
rules, but keep them; not for wrath, but for conscience’ sake.

 2012 Book of Discipline, Paragraph 336



86

The Service of Commissioning, Recognition, and Ordination
The United Methodist Church

The acts of ordination and commissioning, as well as consecrating and certifying, 
are anchored in the sacrament of baptism and the ministry of the baptized. 
These sign-acts are based on what is already implicit in baptism and rest upon 
the essential ministry given to all Christians in baptism. Within the church 
community, there are persons whose gifts, evidence of God’s grace, and promise 
of future usefulness are affirmed by the community and who respond to God’s 
call by offering themselves as ordained and licensed ministers. 

There are four categories of persons who have responded to God’s call and are  
set apart for ministry.

Recognition of Associate Members – These persons are full-time local pastors 
within the annual conference who are a part of the itinerant ministry of the church 
and are available on a continuing basis for appointment by the bishop. These 
persons must have reached 40 years of age, have served four years as a full-time 
local pastor, must have completed the five-year Course of Study for ordained 
ministry in addition to the studies for license as a local pastor, have declared their 
willingness to accept continuing full-time appointment,  and other requirements 
for licensing and election as an associate member.

Commissioning – This act may be compared with the experiences of the early 
church in Antioch when the Holy Spirit instructed the community to “set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” (Acts 13:2) 
The act of commissioning relates persons to the annual conference as provisional 
members. These persons are being sent for service within the annual conference. 
Provisional members may be preparing for ministry as deacons or elders.

Deacons in Full Connection – These persons are ordained for the purpose of 
leading the Church in servanthood in the church and the world and to embody 
the interrelationship between worship in the Church and service to God in the 
world. Deacons are non-itinerant clergy called to ministries of word, service, 
compassion, and justice. They are members of the annual conference in full 
connection and become members of the Order of Deacons. The ministries of the 
deacon are symbolized by the Bible (Word) and the basin and pitcher (service).

Elders in Full Connection – These persons are ordained for ministries of word, 
sacrament, and order. They are itinerant clergy subject to annual appointment by 
the bishop to lead the gathered community in the celebration of the sacraments 
and the guidance and care of the church’s communal life. Elders are members in 
full connection of the annual conference and become members of the Order of 
Elders. The ministries of the elder are symbolized by the Bible (Word), chalice 
and paten (sacrament), and The Book of Discipline (Order)
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