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Special Word of Thanks
We want to express a special word of gratitude to the following persons 
who have worked so diligently behind the scenes to prepare meaningful 
worship services for our time together at Annual Conference 2018 under 
the theme, “Jesus is Good”.
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 Rev. Kimberly M. Goddard, New River District Superintendent
Assistance with Worship Preparation: 
 Dr. P. Dawn Chesser, Church Street UMC, Tennessee Valley District
 Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District
 Rev. James R. “Rusty” Taylor, Director, Congregational Development
  and Revitalization, Holston Conference
 Rev. Michael G. Sluder, Director, Connectional Ministries, Holston Conference
 Rev. Carol E. Wilson, Executive Assistant to the Bishop, Holston Conference
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 Mrs. Lori L. Sluder, Executive Secretary to the Bishop, Holston Conference
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 Mrs. Becky Hall, Christ UMC, Scenic South District
 Ms. Donna Hankins, Communications Staff, Holston Conference
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 Mrs. Millie Meese, Communications Staff, Holston Conference
 Mrs. Lori L. Sluder, Executive Secretary to the Bishop, Holston Conference



i

Annual Conference Worship Schedule
Pre-Service Music will begin 30 minutes prior to the worship services  

on Sunday and Tuesday evenings and Wednesday morning.

Evening Worship 
  Sunday, June 10, 2018, 7:30 p.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Preacher 
 & Celebrant: Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor, Holston Area 
 Liturgist: Mr. Del Holley, Conference Lay Leader, Colonial Heights UMC, 
   Smoky Mountain District  
 Music: First UMC, Oak Ridge, Tennessee Valley District

Morning Bible Study 
  Monday, June 11, 2018, 8:30 a.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Bible Study: Rev. Kimberly M. Goddard, New River District Superintendent 
 Liturgist:  Mrs. Marta C. Cogburn, First UMC, Newport, Mountain View District 
 Music:  El Ministerio del Espiritu Santo UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Memorial Service 
  Monday, June 11, 2018, 2:00 p.m., Stuart Auditorium 
	 Preacher:	 Rev.	Jeffrey	W.	Wright,	Appalachian	District	Superintendent 
 Music: Annual Conference Choir

A Service of Unity 
  Monday, June 11, 2018, 7:00 p.m., Stuart Auditorium 
	 Speaker:	 Ms.	Alice	Williams,	The	Commission	on	A	Way	Forward 
 Celebrant: Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor, Holston Area 
	 Music:	 Rev.	Willie	Kitchens,	Bethlehem-Wiley	UMC,	Scenic	South	District 
  Annual Conference Choir

Morning Bible Study with Holy Communion 
  Tuesday, June 12, 2018, 8:30 a.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Teaching Moment: Rev. Kimberly M. Goddard, New River District Superintendent 
	 Liturgist:	 Rev.	Bobby	G.	Black,	Valley	View-Heiskell	UMCs,	 
  Tennessee Valley District 
	 Celebrant:		 Rev.	Walter	C.	Simmerman,	Loudon	UMC,	Smoky	Mountain	District 
 Music: Fairview Dance Ministry, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District 
  Soloist, Ms. Reagan Peters, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Retirement Recognition 
  Tuesday, June 12, 2018, 11:00 a.m., Stuart Auditorium

Mission Celebration 
  Tuesday, June 12, 2018, 7:15 p.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Speakers: Rev. Fred Dearing, South Sudan District Superintendent,  
   East Africa Annual Conference 
  Mrs. Libby Dearing, South Sudan Missionary 
 Music: Cokesbury UMC Praise Team, Smoky Mountain District

Service of Ordination, Commissioning, and Recognition and Sending Forth 
  Wednesday, June 13, 2018, 9:00 a.m., Stuart Auditorium 
 Preacher: Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor, Holston Area 
 Music: The Lake Junaluska Singers
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Presiding and Preaching
Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor

Resident Bishop
Holston Annual Conference

Evening Worship and Holy Communion
Sunday, June 10, 2018 ~ 7:30 p.m.
Pre-Service	Music	~	7:00	p.m. 

First UMC, Oak Ridge, Chancel and Youth Choirs

Service of Ordination, Commissioning, 
Recognition and Sending Forth

Wednesday, June 13, 2018 ~ 9:00 a.m. 
Pre-Service	Music	~	8:30	a.m. 

The Lake Junaluska Singers

The Reverend Jeffrey W. Wright
Appalachian District, Holston Annual Conference

Memorial Service 
Monday, June 11, 2018 ~ 2:00 p.m.
Pre-Service	Music	~	1:45	p.m. 

Jon Shell, Bagpipes 
Bryan Underwood, Organ and Piano

The Reverend Kimberly M. Goddard
New River District, Holston Annual Conference

Morning Bible Study
Monday, June 11, 2018 ~ 8:30 a.m.

Music	~	El	Ministerio	del	Espiritu	Santo	

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 ~ 8:30 a.m.
Music	~	Fairview	Dance	Ministry,	Fairview	UMC 

Solo, Ms. Reagan Peters, Fairview UMC

Preaching
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Alice Williams
Member	of	The	Commission	on	A	Way	Forward

Service of Unity
Monday, June 11, 2018 ~ 7:00 p.m.

Speaking

Our Musical Talent
First UMC, Oak Ridge 

Chancel and Youth Choirs

El Ministerio del Espiritu Santo

Fairview UMC Dance Ministry

Annual Conference Choir

Jon Shell, Bagpipes

Rev.	Willie	Kitchens

Cokesbury UMC Praise Team

Lake Junaluska Singers
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Sunday, June 10, 2018 ● 7:30 p.m.
Stuart Auditorium 

The Third Sunday after Pentecost
“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

Psalm	118:24	(NRSV)

Those worshipping tonight are asked to sit with their new districts.
Each district has a designated section in the auditorium.

Pre-Service Music, 7:00 - 7:30 p.m.     First UMC, Oak Ridge, 
     Chancel Choir and Youth Choir
Prelude      Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
Words of Welcome and Call to Order     Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor
Call to Worship         “Fanfare” Smith 
    First UMC, Oak Ridge, 
    Chancel Choir and Youth Choir 
*Processional Hymn of Unity #553 
   “And Are We Yet Alive” dennis

*Prayer    Mr. Wesley Rouse
*Hymns of Praise #57  “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  azmon 
     (verses 1, 3, 4, 5, & 2)

Psalm 145:1-7
I will exalt you, my God the King; 

I will praise your name for ever and ever. 
Every day I will praise you 

and extol your name for ever and ever
Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 

his greatness no one can fathom. 
One generation commends your works to another; 

they tell of your mighty acts.
They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty— 

and I will meditate on your wonderful works. 
They tell of the power of your awesome works— 

and I will proclaim your great deeds.
They celebrate your abundant goodness 
and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

    “10,000 Reasons”  Redman & Myrin
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A Litany for the Celebration of our Unity as a Conference 
 and our Diversity as Districts Mr. Del Holley, Bishop Taylor
Empowering God, we gather as the Holston Conference, a servant people drawn 
together by the unique gifts of our particular place and culture. 
Come, Holy Spirit.
Loving God, we come together as individual districts, praying that your Spirit 
may bless and empower us to joyfully lift our voices as one. 
Come, Holy Spirit.
Healing God, we pray that you may help us to shine a light of hope in Christ 
from the forests and rivers of southwest Virginia, through the mountains and 
valleys of east Tennessee, to the splendor of the north Georgia foothills. 
Come, Holy Spirit.
Creating God, build us into a community of hope,  
bound together by our common vision:
God envisions 
bold, passionate, and joyful communities of faith 
where the spiritual hunger to worship God and to serve Christ 
sets disciples on fire 
with Spirit-filled, risk-taking love for all God’s children 
until Holston Conference reflects the saving grace 
and redeeming justice of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We are one body in Christ, called to serve God’s people in many contexts. 
You are the vine, we are the branches.
We are one Holston, called to live a vital faith and witness to the love and grace 
of God made known to us in Jesus Christ, and empowered by God’s Spirit to 
share in ministry with one another and our brothers and sisters in The United 
Methodist Church. 
Make us one, Holy God.
As each district is named, members of the district are invited to stand and 
remain standing for the remainder of the litany.
We are nine Districts: New River, Clinch Mountain, Appalachian, Three Rivers, 
Mountain View, Tennessee Valley, Smoky Mountain, Hiwassee, and Scenic 
South. 
Make us one, Holy God.
Triune God, make us one in Christ across differences of theology, perspective, 
culture and context. 
Make us one in Christ.
For your greater glory: 
Make us one with each other.
For the triumph of good over evil: 
Make us one in ministry to all the world,
For the transformation of the world: 
until Christ comes in final victory.
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For the greater joy of the heart of your Son Jesus Christ: 
And we feast at his heavenly banquet.
All honor and glory are yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen.
Anthem  “O Sifuni Mungu” Maddux 
    First UMC, Oak Ridge, 
    Chancel Choir and Youth Choir
Scripture Reading   Bishop Taylor
Sermon     Bishop Taylor

Holy Communion

The Invitation    Bishop Taylor 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, 
   who earnestly repent of their sin 
   and seek to live in peace with one another. 
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.
Confession and Pardon
Merciful God, 
   we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have broken the bonds of covenant with one another. 
We have put our will for our lives ahead of yours. 
We have embraced our divisions over our unity, 
   and allowed distractions to keep us from hearing the cries of the needy,  
   in our own communities and around the world. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Unite us as the body of Christ, and free us for joyful obedience, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hear the good news:  
   Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
   that proves God’s love toward us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
Glory to God. Amen.
The Peace.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



44

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.
We give thanks for the work of your hands, seen in the splendor of the Holston 
Conference and its people:
For the rolling hills of Southwest Virginia, cut by rivers that provide fresh water 
and life to the communities through which they flow; 
and for the witness of the Church of Jesus Christ in the New River, Clinch 
Mountain, and Appalachian Districts.
For the mountains and valleys of East Tennessee and Northern Georgia, painted 
lush green in rhododendron, ferns and towering pines, and made vibrant by 
spring blossoms; 
And for the witness of the Church of Jesus Christ in the Three Rivers, Mountain 
View, Tennessee Valley, Smoky Mountain, Hiwassee, and Scenic South.
Truly you are the God of all creation, and we worship you, raising our voices 
with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, praising your name 
and joining their unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are filled with Your glory.
   Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest.
In Jesus Christ your Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
Through his suffering and death, 
you took upon yourself our sin and death 
   and destroyed their power for ever. 
You raised from the dead this same Jesus, who now reigns with you in glory,  
   and poured upon us your Holy Spirit, 
   making us the people of your new covenant.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, 
   Jesus took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
   gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.”
When the supper was over Jesus took the cup, 
   gave thanks to you, gave it to the disciples, and said: 
“Drink from this, all of you; 
   this is my blood of the new covenant, 
   poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
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   as a holy and living sacrifice, 
   in union with Christ’s offering for us.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts, 
that in the breaking of this bread and the drinking of this wine 
   we may know the presence of the living Christ 
   and be renewed as the body of Christ for the World, 
   redeemed by Christ’s blood, 
   united by Christ’s Spirit, 
   and healed by Christ’s love, 
until Christ comes in final victory, 
   and we feast at your table forever.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor 
and glory is yours, now and forever. Amen. 
And now with the confidence of children of God, let us pray together the prayer 
our Lord Jesus Christ taught us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread 
The presider breaks the bread, saying: 
Because there is one loaf, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of 
the one loaf. The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
The presider lifts the cup, saying: 
The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ.

Giving the Bread and Cup  (A	gluten-free	station	is	available	at	section	7)

Worship Music during Communion     First UMC, Oak Ridge, 
     Chancel Choir and Youth Choir

*Hymn of Thanksgiving #140     “Great is Thy Faithfulness” faithfulness

*Benediction    Bishop Taylor

*Postlude      Mr. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.
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Worship	Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area, 

The United Methodist Church
Liturgist	~	Mr. Del Holley, Colonial Heights UMC, Smoky Mountain District
Music	Leader	~	Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Organist	~	Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District
Pianist	~	Mrs. Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Musicians	~	First UMC, Oak Ridge, Chancel and Youth Choirs,  
Tennessee Valley District

Acknowledgements: 
Adapted by D. Chesser from “A Service of Word and Table I,” and  
“A Brief Great Thanksgiving for General Use,”  
The	United	Methodist	Book	of	Worship	 
(Nashville: The United Methodist Publishing House, 1992).
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Monday, June 11, 2018 ● 8:30 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium 

Morning Bible Study
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare 

and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” 
Jeremiah	29:11	(NRSV)

Prelude   El Ministerio del Espiritu Santo
Prayer    Mrs. Marta C. Cogburn
*Hymn of Praise                “Good, Good Father” Barrett and Brown 
Special Music  El Ministerio del Espiritu Santo
Bible Study                     The Reverend Kimberly M. Goddard
*Hymn of Faith                            El Ministerio del Espiritu Santo
*Benediction  Mrs. Cogburn
*Postlude   Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.

Worship	Participants:
Bible	Study	~	Rev. Kimberly M. Goddard, New River District Superintendent
Liturgist	~	Mrs. Marta C. Cogburn, First UMC, Newport, Mountain View District
Music	Leader	~	Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Organist	~	Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District
Musicians ~ El Ministerio del Espiritu Santo, Smoky Mountain District
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Monday, June 11, 2018 ● 2:00 p.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Memorial Service
“I am the resurrection and the life. 

Anyone who believes in me will live, even if they die. 
And whoever lives by believing in me will never die.”

John	11:25-26

Pre-Service Music, 1:45-2:00 p.m. Jon Shell and Bryan Underwood
Prelude Processional    Mr. Underwood

Please stand as we honor the family members of those memorialized today.
Silent Procession of the Memorial Banners    
The bells on the memorial banners represent the lives of those being remembered 
in today’s service and those persons who have been instrumental in the walks of 
faith of today’s worshipping congregation. Please remember this great cloud of 
witnesses in silent prayer as we give thanks for their faithful witness.
*Hymn of Praise #711  “For All the Saints” sine nomine
*Greeting     Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor

We have gathered here to celebrate the lives of those 
 who have served faithfully through the years 
 and now share the triumph of Christ. 
We affirm with praise and thanksgiving the goodness of our Lord. 
Let us rejoice in God’s presence with us, in death as in life 
 among those who mourn  
 as with those who now see Christ face to face. 
In the midst of our grief we sing with joy, 
 for God’s love is over all that has been made. 
Blessed be God’s glorious name forever.

Prayer     Bishop Taylor
Tender and compassionate God,
 we seek to know you through the hearing of your Word 
 and pray that we may go beyond hearing to obeying, 
 as shown by the faithful lives of your departed servants 
 whom we honor today. 
We know that they are precious in your eyes, 
 worthy of your special attention and ours, 
 for they served well in the task that you gave them. 
Grant that we may feel your presence 
As did the followers who knew Jesus in the breaking of the bread, 
 and may we experience the fire within 
 that sent them out to share good news. Amen.  
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Anthem  “How Great Thou Art” Rouse/Kirkland 
Annual Conference Choir

Introduction of Preacher   Bishop Taylor
Scripture Reading John 3:16-17 The Reverend Jeffrey W. Wright 
   Hebrews 12:1-3
Solo   “Believe” The Reverend Larry S. Trotter
Sermon  “I Believe” Reverend Wright
*Affirmation of Faith #881 The Apostles’ Creed, Traditional Version
*Hymn of Faith         “We Believe” Hooper, Fike & Ryan
Reading of the Names    Bishop Taylor 
As Bishop Taylor calls the names of those we remember, we invite you to stand  
if you are a family member, were blessed by their ministry, or if this person  
made	a	significant	impact	upon	you	during	her	or	his	ministry.

Prayer for the Saints and Faithful Departed Bishop Taylor
Everliving God, 
 this day revives in us memories of loved ones who are 
 with us no more. 
What happiness we shared when they walked among us. 
What joy, when, loving and being loved, we lived our lives together. 
Their memory is a blessing for ever.
Months or years may have passed, and still we feel near to them. 
Our hearts yearn for them. 
Though the bitter grief has softened, duller pain abides; 
 for the place where once they stood is empty now. 
The links of life are broken, but the links for love and longing  
 cannot break.  
Their souls are bound up in ours for ever. 
We see them now with the eye of memory, 
 their faults forgiven, their virtues grown larger. 
So does goodness live, and weakness fade from sight. 
We remember them with gratitude and bless their names. 
Their memory is a blessing for ever.
And we remember as well the members 
 who but yesterday were part of our congregations and communities. 
To all who cared for us and labored for all people, we pay tribute. 
May we prove worthy of carrying on the tradition of our faith, 
 for now the task is ours. 
Their souls are bound up in ours for ever. 
We give you thanks that they now live and reign with you. 
As a great crowd of witnesses, they surround us with their blessing, 
 and offer you hymns of praise and thanksgiving. 
They are alive for ever more. Amen.
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Anthem   “Untitled Hymn” Rice/Sterling 
Annual Conference Choir 

*Benediction   Bishop Taylor
*Hymn of Adoration #302 
    “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” easter hymn
*Postlude     Mr. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.

Worship	Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area, 

The United Methodist Church
Preacher	~	Rev. Jeffrey W. Wright, Appalachian District Superintendent

Music	Leader	~	Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District
Organist	~	Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District

Pianist	~	Mrs. Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District
	Choir	~	Lay and Clergy Members and Guests of the Holston Conference

Bagpipes	~	Mr. Jon Shell

Following the service, family members of those memorialized today will be  
in the tent between Stuart Auditorium and Harrell Center for you to greet.



11

Episcopal Spouse
In Memoriam

Dorothy “Dot” Ann Stricklin Lee 1/14/1932 8/29/2017 
 (Bishop Clay F. Lee)

Clergy Members 
In Memoriam

William Kenneth Bailey 11/21/1942 4/9/2018 

James D. Benson 4/12/1926 3/24/2018 

Robert Harold Buck 1/22/1930 1/22/2018 

Paula Dell Campbell 6/12/1945 10/8/2017 

Rosser Lee Eakes 2/27/1931 10/29/2017 

Joe Burton Elkins 3/28/1929 5/5/2017 

David McConnell Graybeal 6/17/1921 6/2/2017 

Helen Nave Monroe Grills 9/12/1927 9/8/2017 

Thor Hall 3/15/1927 6/27/2017 

Thomas Gilbert Harris, Sr. 8/9/1932 3/19/2018 

Roger Edward Hilton 2/2/1928 11/18/2017 

Andy Jack Irvin 2/26/1927 12/5/2017 

Louis Thurston Ketron 8/18/1935 6/29/2017 

Fred Dale Layman 9/27/1931 3/9/2018 

Carl Theodore Marshall 5/9/1949 4/25/2018 

Damon B. Mitchell 7/20/1928 10/9/2017 

Larry Steven Rye 5/20/1949 1/14/2018 

David Gerald Smith 1/13/1948 4/18/2018 

William B. Thomas 2/4/1923 5/24/2017 

Charles William Whetsel 4/16/1933 2/11/2018 
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Clergy Spouses 
In Memoriam

Ellen Marie Hayes Coulter 9/3/1950 8/13/2017 
 (David Coulter)

Joe Guy Killough 1/8/1946 12/29/2017 
 (Deborah W. Killough)

Judy Kay Mynatt Ogle 9/19/1947 8/4/2017 
 (William Michael Ogle, Sr.)

Evelyn Ray 4/13/1947 4/29/2018 
 (James Darrell Ray)

Creed McMahan Seay 1/16/1956 2/2/2018 
 (Sherry Seay)

Shannon Tedder Worringham 11/12/1946 9/30/2017 
 (Richard Edward Worringham)
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Surviving Spouses 
In Memoriam

Martha Ann Abbott 5/10/1941 10/17/2017 
 (H. Ronald Abbott)

Mary Sue Longmire Arnold 7/6/1939 8/22/2017 
 (Leonard Arnold)

Betty W. Atchley 7/26/1929 8/7/2017 
 (Robert A. Pardue)

Doris Dunn Berta 12/5/1926 6/22/2017 
 (Joseph Berta)

Mildred Marie Day 6/16/1935 4/11/2018 
 (Charles Day)

Evelyn Meadows Laycock 9/23/1926 2/26/2018 
 (William A. Laycock)

Patricia Lee Catron Nester 4/26/1929 2/27/2018 
 (Howard Nester)

Myra L. Nine  7/29/1937 9/27/2017 
 (Robert E. Nine)

Patricia Carmelita Shell Pursell 1/2/1934 5/19/2017 
 (John Pursell)

Jane Elizabeth Rusk Robinson 5/29/1935 4/24/2018 
 (Ray E. Robinson)

Edith Kinney Shelton 1/31/1930 3/22/2018 
 (Arthur E Shelton)

Mildred Fairchild Wattenbarger 2/21/1935 1/20/2018 
 (Warren H. Wattenbarger)
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Episcopal Spouse
Dorothy “Dot” Stricklin Lee
1932 – 2017
Dorothy Ann Stricklin Lee was born on January 14, 1932. Dot passed 
away on Tuesday, August 29, 2017. Dot was a native of Meehan 
Junction, MS, daughter of Roscoe and Annie Stricklin, and raised in 
Newton and Laurel, MS.

Dot graduated from Laurel High School and attended Millsaps 
College. She taught kindergarten at Leavell Woods United Methodist 
Church. She also worked for BankAmericard, and for 30 years was 
an employee in the insurance industry. She was an active member of 

Galloway United Methodist Church, where she served as co-chair of the kitchen committee, was 
a member of the Ben Fatheree/Heritage Sunday School Class, and a member of both the Mary 
Martha Guild and the Church Library Committee. She was preceded in death by her parents, 
brothers Bob Stricklin and Tom Stricklin, and sisters Gladys Waldrop and Frances Ong.

She is survived by her husband of 66 years, Bishop Clay F. Lee, five children, Cecilia Lee of 
Jackson, Jack (Nancy) Lee of Raymond, Lisa (Andy) Mullins of Oxford, Tim (Susan) Lee of 
Knoxville, TN, and Kaye (Peter) Bernheim of Gulfport, grandchildren Garrad (Catherine) Lee 
of Jackson, Jesse (Natalie) Lee of Memphis, TN, Austin Lee of Jackson, Andrew (Elizabeth) 
Mullins of New Orleans, LA, Katie Mullins of Nashville, TN, Becca Bernheim of Birmingham, 
AL, Margaret (Nathan) Powell of Starkville, MS, Rachel Bernheim of Starkville, MS, and great-
grandson Miles Lee of Memphis, TN.

As the devoted wife of a Methodist minister, Dot lived in several locations in Mississippi and 
East Tennessee, and she worked diligently behind the scenes at each church they served. She 
is fondly remembered by family members as a loving matriarch known for her Thanksgiving 
dressing, her chocolate pies, and her headstrong opinions. She was well known among friends for 
the pecan pies she cooked and gave as Christmas gifts.

Dot cherished the memories and friendships from Holston Conference. She particularly 
looked forward each year to cooking and planning the Christmas gatherings for the District 
Superintendents and their spouses.

Clergy
William Kenneth Bailey
1942 – 2018
The Reverend William Kenneth Bailey passed into heaven on 
April 9, 2018, at Shepherd’s Cove Hospice Center in Albertville, AL.

He was born November 21, 1942, in Cullman, AL, to his father 
Ishmael Bailey and his mother Guinnell (maiden name Jean) Bailey.

Following high school graduation, he attended Brewton-Parker 
Junior College in Mount Vernon, GA. After completion there, 
he transferred to Mercer University in Atlanta, GA, where he 
received a Bachelor of Science degree in History in 1973. He 

received a Master of Divinity degree in 1976 from Southeastern Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest, NC.

In 1966, he married Virginia Jones of Lyons, Georgia. They had four children—Wendy, 
Scott, Walter, and Laura.

Reverend Bailey was ordained as a Southern Baptist Pastor and served churches in 
Stockbridge, GA, and South Georgia. 

In 1983, the family moved to Spartanburg, SC, where he was pastor of a church. His first wife 
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passed away two years later. He continued to pastor there for about six months. He discovered that 
as a single parent of four children, he could not continue to serve the church as he had been and be 
there for his children like he needed to be.

In 1987, he moved to Carrollton, GA, where he taught a Sunday School Class in the Singles 
Department of Tabernacle Baptist Church. It was here that he met and married Janice Williamson 
Turner on December 15, 1989. With Janice’s children from a previous marriage, their family grew 
to include Shane Turner and Kevin Turner.

In December of 1989, the Baileys joined the First United Methodist Church, Carrollton, GA. 
In June 1990, Reverend Bailey began serving as pastor in Rome, GA, in the North Georgia 
Conference of The United Methodist Church.

In June 1992, Reverend Bailey transferred to the Holston Conference where he served churches 
in Oakwood, VA, for two years, then to Greeneville, TN. In 1999, he moved to Wauhatchie 
United Methodist Church in Chattanooga, TN, for seven years. He continued to serve churches in 
the Chattanooga area. He partially retired in 2008 and fully retired in 2012.

Reverend Bailey loved his family and friends, but first and foremost, he loved the Lord. He 
enjoyed fishing and rock hunting when he was able. He enjoyed talking to people and sharing 
how God had blessed him throughout life. He had a great sense of humor and loved to share his 
country bumpkin character “Ernie” with groups of people.

At the time of his death from pulmonary complications, he was residing at Mountain Lakes 
Resort in Langston, AL.

A memorial service was held April 14, 2018, at Wauhatchie UMC in Chattanooga, TN, with 
Pastor Tommy Messer and Reverend Reginald Blakewood officiating. Reverend Blakewood is a 
longtime friend beginning in college days at Brewton-Parker College.

A service will be held June 16, 2018, attended by the immediate family at Carroll Memory 
Gardens in Carrollton, GA. At this time, Reverend Bailey’s cremated remains will be placed in a 
columbarium.

James D. Benson
1926 – 2018
Rev. James D. Benson, a Maryville resident and a retired minister of 
the Holston Conference of The United Methodist Church, passed into 
the Eternal Church of His Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on Saturday, 
March 24, 2018, at the age of 91.

James Benson was the only child of John D. and Marguerite H. 
Benson, born on April 12, 1926, in Knoxville, TN. He was a graduate 
of Knoxville High School, the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, 
and Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, GA. 

He also attended the Asbury Theological Seminary as a ministerial student for two years. 
Reverend Benson pastored Holston Conference United Methodist Churches in East Tennessee 

and Southwest Virginia for 41 years. He was a veteran of World War II, experiencing combat in 
Germany with the U.S. Army 95th Division. After his retirement from active ministry, Reverend 
Benson also served as a volunteer at Blount Memorial Hospital for 22 years in the gift shop.

Funeral services were held Wednesday, March 28, 2018, at First United Methodist Church 
of Maryville with Rev. Catherine Nance officiating. The entombment followed at Grandview 
Cemetery.

As Pastor Benson always closed his sermons, “May the Lord bless you and keep you … and 
give you peace.”
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Robert Harold Buck
1930 – 2018
Robert Harold Buck was born in Cookeville, Tennessee, on 
January 22, 1930, to Whitley and Henrietta (McCormick) Buck. 
The family was active in the Algood Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South where Henrietta taught Sunday school. 

After finishing high school, Harold served in the Tennessee 
National Guard while he was in college at Tennessee Polytechnic 
Institute. He gained the rank of First Lieutenant serving in the 
reserves from August 1950 to May 1955. Harold earned a Bachelor 

of Science in Agriculture from Tennessee Polytechnic Institute in 1951. 
Convinced he had a future in helping others through his agricultural knowledge as a County 

Extension Agent, Harold persuaded his father to try some things he had learned in school. His 
suggestions brought positive results and he thought his future was set. But, after graduating in 
the spring of 1951, Harold went to visit his brother, Marvin, who was working in Michigan. 
While there, Marvin and Harold attended a tent revival in town. God moved in both their lives 
that night. Harold committed his life to Christ and felt the call to preach, altering the course 
of his life and the lives of others that he would later serve as pastor, preacher, and District 
Superintendent.

Harold attended Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY, later transferring to Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, GA, where he earned his Master of 
Divinity in 1954.

He began serving Palmer Methodist Church in Palmer, TN, in 1952. There, he fell for the 
youngest girl of the Golston family. When he saw Peggy, he knew he was not going to leave 
there without her by his side. They were married at Palmer Methodist Church on May 1, 1954. 
They served as partners in ministry for the next 63 years. They have three sons: Robert, Jr., 
Reggie, and Rowland.

Harold was ordained in the Tennessee Annual Conference of The Methodist Church as a 
Deacon in 1952 and as Elder in 1954. He transferred to the Holston Annual Conference in 
1956.

Harold was captivated by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He thoroughly enjoyed serving the 
church and expended himself in the service of Jesus. He enjoyed playing tennis, hiking, and 
camping. He enjoyed Gin Rummy and Rook and was ruthless in Monopoly. He invested 
himself in the lives of his sons and grandchildren. He was known for taking more than one 
young pastor under his wing and helping nurture the gift within them.

Harold and Peggy moved to Texas (for the second time) to be cared for by their son, Reggie, 
in November 2017. Thereafter, Harold’s health began to deteriorate, and he passed away 
peacefully on his 88th birthday. He asked Reggie that morning, after being taken to the hospital, 
“Am I going home, am I going to heaven today?” Reggie told him, “Yes, Dad, you are.” Harold 
laid back and rested until the Lord took him home later that afternoon.

The funeral for the Rev. Robert Harold Buck was held January 29, 2018, at Red Bank United 
Methodist Church in Red Bank, TN, with the Rev. Don Smith officiating. Harold was buried at 
Hamilton Memorial Gardens in Hixson, TN.
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Paula Dell Campbell
1945 – 2017
Rev. Dr. Paula Dell Leman Campbell, 72, Pearisburg, VA, 
entered into new life October 8, 2017, at Meritus Medical Center, 
Hagerstown, MD. She was born June 12, 1945, in Johnstown, PA, 
the daughter of Samuel Emerson, Sr. and Margaret E. Smith Leman. 
She was preceded in death by her brothers Samuel Emerson “Bud” 
Leman, Stuart E. Leman, and sister Donetta L. Gilbert. She is 
survived by her sons, Bruce, Bryon, and Brett and his wife Marie, and 
her granddaughter Breanna.

A funeral service was held Friday, October 13, 2017, at Trinity United Methodist Church, 
Portage, PA. Interment followed in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Johnstown, PA 

Rosser Lee Eakes
1931 – 2017
Rev. Rosser Lee Eakes, 86, of Horseshoe, NC, passed away on 
Sunday, October 29. 2017. A native of Nash County, NC, he was the 
son of the late Nathaniel Wesley Eakes and the late Mary Jane Perry 
Eakes. 

He served in the United States Marine Corps, spending a year in 
Korea. He graduated from Baptist Bible Seminary with a 3 year Bible 
Study Course in 1957, from Piedmont Bible College in 1966 with a 
BA in Theology, and a MA from Bob Jones University in 1967. Lee 

married Virginia Fish on June 9, 1956.
He first served as pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church in Mills River, NC, for ten years, then 

pastored Dotson Chapel United Methodist Church and Hills Union Circuit in Holston Conference 
from 1990 to 1996 before retiring. After his retirement in 1996, he moved back to North Carolina 
where he pastored and ministered to the congregation of English Chapel United Methodist Church 
in the Pisgah National Forest for twenty years. He preached his last sermon there at age 86.

His loving survivors include his wife of 61 years, Virginia Lee Eakes, his children: Shelley Fore 
and husband Joe of Surgoinsville, TN, Laurie Brock and husband Terry of East Flat Rock, NC, 
Kirk Eakes and wife Cheryl of Hendersonville, NC and Shari Eakes and husband Andy Brittain 
of Mills River, NC, grandchildren Jeremy Fore and wife Jami, Adam Fore and Gabe Brittain and 
great-grandchildren Lilly Fore and Conner Fore. In addition to his parents, he was also preceded 
in death by two sisters and five brothers.

Lee’s greatest desire in life was to preach and teach the Word of God. It was a sad day for him 
when he had to retire, but he continued to attend church until he was no longer able.

We are thankful for all the congregations we have been a part of. WE HAVE BEEN 
BLESSED!

Lee’s memorial service was held on Sunday, November 12, 2017, at English Chapel UMC in 
Pisgah National Forest with Rev. Evelyn Patterson officiating. The service was a little different 
than usual. Several friends who had been a part of his ministry spoke, including Joe Shatto, Kitty 
Wright, Frankie Edmonds, Don Bremmer, George Williams, and Lyndon Clayton. Three of his 
great grandchildren sang He Leadeth Me.

We praise and thank our Father in Heaven for allowing us to serve Him all these years. What a 
blessing it has been!
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Joe Burton Elkins
1929 – 2017
Joe Burton Elkins (affectionately known as “Uncle Joe”), 88, born on 
March 28, 1929, in Stephenville, TX, passed away on May 5, 2017, 
in Sugar Land, TX. He was preceded in death by his parents, Tiffie 
and Hazlewood Elkins, his brother and sister-in-law Gene and Louise 
Elkins, his sister Meredith Elkins, and his nephew Tom Elkins.

He is survived by his nephews and nieces, Jimmy & Karen 
Elkins and their children Cody and Nick, Mark & Kelly Elkins and 
their children Rebekah, Luke, Jake, Colton, and Sarabeth, Laura 

Christopher and her children Taylor, Evan, Megan, and Julianne, John Elkins, and Joan Elkins. 
Also, there are numerous friends throughout the United States, from Texas to Ohio and Maine to 
Georgia. In fact, there are friends from all over the world, from Brazil to Thailand to England to 
Poland.

Uncle Joe grew up in Stephenville, TX. He spent two years at Tarleton College in Stephenville 
before moving on to Rice University in Houston, TX. That move, as exciting as it was for 
Uncle Joe, did not come without a price, as he had to sell his beloved pet, a quarter horse named 
“Pepper.” He had owned Pepper since entering high school. It was a very difficult decision to 
make; however, with the compassion Uncle Joe had in his heart, he knew it was best, as he would 
be hundreds of miles away at school.

It was at Rice Uncle Joe decided to major in Philosophy. The wheels were set in motion for 
the rest of his life. After graduating from Rice, he attended the Perkins School of Theology at 
Southern Methodist University (SMU) in Dallas, TX. After earning a degree in theology, he 
enrolled at St. Andrews University in Scotland to work on his doctorate. While there in 1954, he 
was hospitalized for over a year when he contracted tuberculosis. This was a very deadly disease 
yet God had a plan for Uncle Joe and, upon being cured, he was released from the Scotland 
hospital in 1955.

Uncle Joe returned to the States and began his teaching career at the University of Chattanooga 
in 1956. During an athletic event, an announcement was made requesting he walk onto the field. 
Once there, the student body presented him with the St. Andrews traditional doctoral robe and 
hat, symbols he had been awarded his PhD in absentia. To his surprise, the student body had held 
fund raising events to have the robe tailored and shipped from St. Andrews. He was thrilled and 
appreciative of the students’ kindhearted gesture. 

Uncle Joe accepted a Professor of Philosophy position at Muskingum College in 1962. Moving 
to New Concord, OH, he found his teaching home until his retirement. During this time, his 
impact touched the lives of many students and faculty. His wisdom, kindness, and generosity were 
willingly given to everyone as evidenced by the outpouring of love from all corners of the world 
over the years. 

At the end of 2004, Uncle Joe moved to Sugar Land, TX, to be closer to his family. As luck 
would have it, he was able to move next door to Jimmy, Karen, and their two sons. A short 
distance away, in Katy, TX, Mark, Kelly, and their children lived. During his time in Sugar Land, 
it was with great joy he spent extended, quality time with his family. There are many cherished 
memories that are affectionately remembered. One, for instance, happened in 2012. In that year, 
Uncle Joe welcomed a new family member into his household, his beloved cat Barney. This cat, 
when only a few-weeks-old kitten, had been rescued by Uncle Joe’s grandnephew from an FFA 
barn after it had been abandoned by its mother. While the family was trying to decide what to do 
with the kitten, Uncle Joe quickly and compassionately volunteered his home. Being found in a 
barn, the kitten’s name was easy to decide … Barney. Uncle Joe and Barney formed a lasting, 
unique bond that was heartwarming and special. 

Uncle Joe had many stories to tell of the adventures he experienced throughout his life. His 
personal introduction to the future Queen of England, Princess Elizabeth, shortly before her 
coronation in 1953, was a memory he fondly treasured. His sabbatical in India (1969-1970) 
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was another notable event. Not only visiting the Buddhist monasteries, but sleeping on the floor 
with the monks was an adventure he relished. Meeting the Dalai Lama was a dream come true. 
Throughout his life, the remarkable personality of Uncle Joe was exhibited through his willingness 
to explore life and, with a smile on his face, look forward to every experience he encountered.

One specific award Uncle Joe received in 1989 was “The Sears-Roebuck Foundation Award for 
Teaching Excellence and Campus Leadership.” About this award, Uncle Joe wrote the following: 

“My years at Muskingum, though demanding and frustrating sometimes, have been rich and 
rewarding. So many young people of goodwill have been generous enough to tell me that I have 
made a difference in their lives. Many have remained faithful friends after graduation from the 
college. When I was called to the platform during the Matriculation Day ceremonies to receive 
the Sears Foundation Award, I was almost in shock. The comments made by the Vice President 
for Academic Affairs and the affirmation given by my colleagues and students, both reassured me 
and thrilled me. I have been aglow since then with the feeling that the contribution I had hoped to 
make with my life, indeed, had been understood and appreciated. The Sears Award meant more to 
me than your officers ever could have anticipated.”

Uncle Joe was the true definition of a gentleman. He was often referred to as a “grandparent” 
by his grandnephews and nieces. His wisdom and compassion were lessons from which we all 
have learned. His kindness has made this world a better place. Uncle Joe believed you should “Do 
anything your heart tells you to do, as long as you use good judgment.” Furthermore, he believed:

Make friends of people who need your friendship.
Cause as little suffering as you can.
Be sensitive to other’s feelings.
Live each day as if it were the last day of your life, because, so far, it is.
Be polite to everyone.
Help whenever you can. 

Uncle Joe, thank you for what you contributed to the world. You are loved.

David McConnell Graybeal
1921 – 2017
The Rev. Dr. David McConnell Graybeal was born June 17, 1921, in 
Radford, VA. He was the eldest child of devoted Holston Conference 
Methodists, his grandfather David Mock Graybeal having served 
as a licensed local pastor in the conference and his father Henry 
Clay Graybeal having served as the Conference Lay Leader. After 
graduating from Emory & Henry College in 1941, David joined 
the United States Navy and served as a Lieutenant and Engineering 
Officer on the USS Snowden destroyer escort during World War II. 

Following his military service, David served a six-month supply appointment on the Etowah, TN 
circuit during the summer of 1946, where he discerned he would rather work with people than 
with engines.

David entered seminary at Yale Divinity School, earning his Bachelor of Divinity degree in 
1949 and the PhD in 1952. He was ordained elder in the Holston Conference in 1951 and was 
appointed to the chaplaincy and pastorate at Emory & Henry College in 1952. Four years later, 
in 1956, he accepted a professorship at Drew University Theological Seminary in Madison, 
NJ, where he taught in the area of church and society until 2011 – a full fifteen years beyond 
his “retirement” in 1996. It is estimated that he touched the lives and impacted the ministries of 
approximately 3000 students. His favorite course was “The Search for the Good Community.” His 
students would frequently remark that, through his indefatigable curiosity and skillful facilitation 
of group discussion, he in fact created in every class precisely the kind of good community that 
was his life’s quest.

David was the author of numerous articles and two books: The Christian Family and Its Money 
(1963) and Can’t	We	All	Be	Rich? (1966). He composed his advice for new pastors in a two-page 
document “The Pastor’s First 100 Days,” which begins with “assume they are looking forward to 



20

your coming and praying for you.” He also wrote and produced numerous educational filmstrips 
and videos on matters of international interest that are as relevant today as when he produced them 
(the people of Puerto Rico, the parameters of peace in Palestine, the prospects of reconciliation on 
the Korean peninsula, the work of the United Nations, etc.). He was a founding board member of 
the first Cheshire Home in the United States for young adults with lifelong disabilities.

David loved music and sang hymns from memory well into his last days. He loved meeting 
people and finding out everything he could about them. He loved family adventures and family 
reunions. And he was a masterful ping-pong player (even when on crutches from a severed 
Achilles tendon).

Though David spent most of his life outside the bounds of the Holston Conference, he returned 
as often as he could for Annual Conference to represent Drew and to reconnect with friends and 
colleagues. He also returned frequently to the city of Morristown, TN, to continue exploring the 
central question of his doctoral dissertation, “what makes Morristown so religious?” He brought 
students down from Drew over several January terms to explore southern religious culture and 
how it had evolved over time. In 2006, he married Morristown native Shirley Wallace, and in 
2011, they moved to Morristown and he made First UMC Morristown his home church.

David is survived by his wife, Shirley Wallace Graybeal, of Morristown, his three children, 
Jean McConnell Graybeal, a retired professor and associate dean at New York University, Lee 
Anne Graybeal, an attorney in Maine, and Clay Thomas Graybeal, a professor at the University of 
New England, his grandson Daniel Peifer, a law student at the College of William and Mary, his 
stepson Chris Wallace, a paramedic in Morristown, two beloved step-granddaughters Miracle (12) 
and Heaven (11), his previous wife Marjorie Patterson Graybeal of Maine, his youngest brother, J. 
Patrick Graybeal of South Carolina, and several nieces and nephews.

David died in faith on June 2, 2017, two weeks shy of his 96th birthday. A memorial service 
was held in the Memorial Chapel at Emory & Henry College on July 1, 2017, with his pastor the 
Rev. Dr. Charles Starks and his nephew the Rev. David W. Graybeal officiating. His son, Dr. Clay 
Thomas Graybeal delivered the eulogy. David was buried with military honors alongside other 
members of his family in the Holston Conference Cemetery in Emory, VA.

Perhaps he may be best remembered in the words of the refrain from one of his favorite 
sermons: “Love is the name of the little child’s game; play it for keeps.”

Helen Nave Monroe Grills
1927 – 2017
Helen Nave Monroe Grills was born at home on September 12, 1927, 
beside the Nolichucky River in Unicoi County, TN, the daughter 
of Isaac Clinton Nave and Nannie Beatrice Saylor Nave. After 
graduating from Boones Creek High School in 1944, she spent nine 
months as a Government Girl working for the FBI in Washington, 
D.C. When she returned home, she attended Emory & Henry College 
and received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1950. With $285.00 in 
her pocket, she traveled to Atlanta to attend Emory University and 

received her Masters of Christian Education degree in 1953. She met her husband, Richard 
Eugene Monroe, while at Emory. They were married January 1954. They had three children: 
Valerie Ilene Monroe-Braun, Adele Cerene Monroe, and Lanita Helene Monroe (formerly Pride), 
and two grandchildren: William Shelton Pride and Lea Helene (Pride) Thompson.

At the age of 12, while reading the sixth chapter of Isaiah, where King Uzziah has died and 
the question is asked, “Whom shall we send?” She clearly heard, “Here I am, send me.” That call 
from God, that she was to do something, is what she held onto. She knew there were things God 
wanted her to do.

Helen served as Christian Educator in local churches and Conference offices for the Holston, 
Tennessee, Georgia, and Mississippi Conferences. As our denomination worked through the 
many ways persons are engaged in ministry and call, she was certified as a Christian Educator, 
consecrated as a Diaconal Minister, and finally ordained as a permanent deacon in Mississippi  
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in June 1997.
Helen was a life-long learner, with particular interest in Bible scholarship. She enjoyed 

teaching within the local church and throughout her career taught children, youth, and 
adults. She loved gardening and sharing the bounty of God’s creation with others as she 
harvested vegetables and propagated plants. She felt strongly about the mission field and well 
past retirement continued to be active on mission trips to Red Bird Mission and Cherokee 
Woodcutting. Helen’s greatest joy was her family, especially her three daughters. She proudly 
shared with others how each of the girls had unique God-given gifts and were willing to use 
those gifts with and for others.

Having survived stage 3 colon cancer in 2005, Helen began having mild strokes in 2013. 
She died quietly at her daughter’s home four days before her 90th birthday, September 8, 2017. 
Helen wished to be cremated and have her ashes scattered in the Memorial Garden at Fairfield 
Glade United Methodist Church in Fairfield Glade, TN, where she spent the last years of her 
life teaching, caring for others, and gardening. Rev. Moses Han and Rev. Jay Archer officiated.

Thor Hall
1927 – 2017
Dr. Thor Hall Ph.D., a religious educator, was born March 15, 1927, 
and died at home on June 27, 2017. A native of Larvik, Norway, he 
held an A.B. equivalent from Oslo University; an M.Div. equivalent 
from the Union Scandinavian Theological Seminary in Gothenburg, 
Sweden, and an M.R.E. and Ph.D. degrees from Duke University.

Hall was an ordained United Methodist minister and was active in 
the Kiwanis and served as former president of the Signal Mountain 
Golf and Country Club. He served on the boards of the Chattanooga 

Symphony, the Arts and Education Council, Urban Forum, the Riverbend Festival, and the 
Mental Health Association. Hall was the Associate Professor of Preaching and Theology in The 
Duke Divinity School from 1956 to 1972. He was the first person to be named to the Leroy 
A. Martin Distinguished Professorship of Religious Studies at the University of Tennessee, 
Chattanooga. He was the author of some twelve books, editor, and translator for several more. 
His books include Whatever	Happened	to	the	Gospel, The Evolution of Christology, Makers of 
the Modern Theological Mind, and Anders Nygren. His numerous articles and essays have been 
published in professional journals throughout the U.S. and abroad. 

He is survived by his wife, Nancy Varnell Hall, stepdaughter, Lindsay Whitaker, of Los 
Angeles, CA, and a son, Jan Tore Hall, of Clinton, MA.

Thomas Gilbert Harris, Sr.
1932 – 2018 
Thomas Gilbert Harris, Sr., age 85, passed away on March 19, 2018, 
surrounded by his loving family.

Rev. Harris was a graduate of University of Tennessee Chattanooga 
and Emory University. He served several United Methodist Churches 
in East Tennessee throughout his ministry.

Rev. Harris is preceded in death by his wife, Sybil Ann Harris, and 
brother, Jerry Harris. He is survived by son, Gilbert Harris and wife 
Molli, grandchildren, Sadie White and Miya Bradley, and brothers, 

James Harris and Dewey Harris.
A celebration of life was held Saturday March 24, 2018, at Fairview United Methodist Church 

in Maryville.
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Roger Edward Hilton
1928 – 2017
Roger Edward Roland Hilton was born on February 2, 1928, in 
Austin Springs, TN, to Lucy Hodge and William Weldon Hilton. 
He was the fifth of six siblings with five brothers and one sister. 
After attending Boones Creek High School, he followed four other 
brothers into the military. He joined the Marine Corps in 1947. He 
was particularly proud of his service in the Marine Corps where he 
rose to the rank of Sergeant. He spent some of his time in the Marines 
teaching English at the Marine Corp Institute in Washington, D.C. 

He often said the Marine Corps made a Christian out of him as he tried to buy food and candy for 
hungry children while in Italy on a tour of duty.

Returning home after that experience, he decided to become a United Methodist Minister. After 
finishing his B.S. in Political Science at East Tennessee State University in 1954, he went on to 
receive his degree at Duke University. While there, he joined the NAACP and often preached 
at a prominent African American church in Durham, NC. He often told the story about going to 
the office of the President of Duke University demanding that the Divinity School at Duke be 
desegregated. He was told by that President that it would never happen while he was president at 
Duke. Finally, history proved Roger Hilton correct and Duke Divinity was desegregated. During 
his time at Duke, he flew back and forth to minister and preach as an Associate Minister at Broad 
Street United Methodist Church. 

His first appointment was to the Pine Grove Circuit in Greene County. Following that, he went 
in 1962 to Lookout Mountain United Methodist Church for four years, leaving there for First 
United Methodist Church in Alcoa, TN. While there, he made the decision to go to Edinburgh, 
Scotland to work on a doctoral degree. However, that was put on hold, when on his way to 
Scotland, he stopped at First United Methodist Church in Johnson City and met Mary Earle 
Booze and decided to marry her. They were married on April 7, 1967, in that very church. 

The first appointment they received as a couple was to First United Methodist Church 
in Bluefield, VA. It was a great beginning to a wonderful ministry that included parishes in 
Pearisburg, VA, (where their daughter, Alison Renee Hilton, was born), in Wytheville, VA, as 
a District Superintendent, and State Street United Methodist, Bristol, VA. Finally returning to 
Tennessee, he served the following churches: Colonial Heights United Methodist Church and First 
United Methodist Church in Morristown.

Roger loved his family, golf, politics, and Duke basketball. He was a powerful minister who 
always spoke truth to power and did his utmost for his congregations and the Lord he sought to 
serve. 

Andy Jack Irvin
1927 – 2017
Andy Jack Irvin was born February 26, 1927, in Savannah, TN, to 
Lige Daniel and Ida Beatrice Franks Irvin. His birth family included 
five siblings, Walter, Jewell, Ruie, Hazel, and LD. All his early years 
were spent in the Burnt Church community near Savannah and he 
graduated from Savannah High School.

Jack met his future wife on the school bus and they had their first 
date at the senior prom. Jack and Tera Myrrh Shelby were married 
April 20, 1945. They had three sons: David Jonathan and wife Bonnie 

of Crossville, TN, Bobby Alan and wife Joni of Mountain View, MO, and John Wesley and wife 
Barbie of Republic, MO, eight grandchildren: David Jonathan Irvin, Jr., Christopher Jacob Irvin, 
Matthew Mark Irvin, James Daniel Irvin, Jacob William Irvin, Rachel Hannah Irvin, Andy Jack 
Irvin, and Tonya Marie (Irvin) Prost, and fifteen great-grandchildren. Jack and Tera truly enjoyed 
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being together and had 71 blessed years together before Tera passed March 9, 2017.
As a young man, Jack was plowing behind a mule one day and realized with strong certainty 

that God was calling him as a minister of the gospel. After marriage, he continued to farm 
for a while then received his Local Pastor License April 16, 1952. Jack began his ministry 
in the summer of 1952 serving the five small churches of the Fuller’s Chapel Circuit near 
Lawrenceburg, TN. He then served churches throughout Middle Tennessee. While working as a 
minister, Jack continued his education receiving a junior college diploma from Martin College on 
June 6, 1955. He then received a bachelor’s degree at Middle Tennessee State University on May 
31, 1957. He was ordained as a deacon in the Methodist Church June 26, 1960. Jack finalized his 
formal education at Vanderbilt University earning a Bachelor of Divinity on June 3, 1962. He was 
ordained as an elder in the Methodist Church June 20, 1962. He served as a Methodist minister 
in the Tennessee Conference from 1952 through 1976, then in the Holston Conference from 1978 
through 1989 when he retired.

While preaching, Jack was also a public school teacher for a short time. There were other 
occupations that Jack enjoyed while being a minister and afterwards. He loved to raise a large 
garden to help with the grocery expenses and could even be caught working in the garden in 
his suit when he had just a few minutes between ministerial duties. He enjoyed doing some 
woodworking, making items to give as gifts and use at home. After retiring, Jack still enjoyed 
gardening and started raising beef cattle first in Tennessee, then in Missouri. 

At 90 years of age, Andy Jack Irvin went to be with his Lord and Savior on December 5, 2017, 
at Mountain View Healthcare in Mountain View, MO, with his family all around him. His death 
was a result of congestive heart failure and pneumonia. The funeral service took place December 
9, 2017 at Yarber Mortuary with Matt Cobb officiating. Burial was at Greenlawn Cemetery in 
Mountain View, MO, next to his beloved Tera.

Louis Thurston Ketron
1935 – 2017
Rev. Louis T. Ketron, age 81, of Kimberlin Heights, TN, went 
home to be with the Lord on Thursday, June 29, 2017. He was 
born August 18, 1935, in Kingsport, TN, to Albert M. Ketron and 
Amanda Dalton Ketron, the oldest of four siblings, Paul, Harold, 
and Carolyn.

He retired from the U.S. Army as a 2nd Lieutenant, having 
served in D Company 305th Battalion, and with the 82nd Airborne 
Division as a paratrooper.

Louis attended East Tennessee State University where he earned a B.S. in English and 
Psychology. He married Yvonne Ramsey on December 20, 1954, and they were married for 63 
years at his death. Louis and Yvonne had three children: Nathan Scott Ketron, Rhonda Yvette 
Ketron, and Darla Kay Ketron.

Louis loved life and lived it to the fullest. He did so much during his life that it is hard to list 
it. He served many years as a pastor with the Holston Conference, United Methodist Church. 
He also had his pilot’s license, taught school in Rhea County for a while, worked for Roadway 
Shipping, and even drove a school bus for Knox County, and got his Master Gardner license 
from University of Tennessee. He was proud to be a Korean War Vet, loved to piddle in his 
garden and grow tomatoes and anything to do with UT football. He left his mark on all the 
churches he served and had many friends from all of them that stayed close throughout his life.

We miss him very much.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Albert and Amanda Ketron. He is survived by his 

wife, Yvonne Ketron, daughters, Darla Akers (John), Rhonda Ketron-Ellis (Jerry), son, Scott 
Ketron (Rhonda), grandchildren, Landon, Kristen (Brad), Josh, Max, Chase, Sydney, great-
grandchild, Braelen, sister, Carolyn Hickman (Gene), and brothers, Paul Ketron (Barbara), 
Harold Ketron (Judy).
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His funeral service was held Sunday, July 2, 2017, in Atchley’s Seymour Chapel with Rev. 
Richard Richter officiating. Graveside service and interment were Thursday, July 6, 2017, 
at East Tennessee Veteran Cemetery (John Sevier Hwy.) with military honors provided by 
American Legion Post 104

Fred Dale Layman
1931 – 2018
Dr. Fred Dale Layman, 86, of Springfield, son of Lee and Winnie 
Thomas Layman was born September 27, 1931, in Marshfield, 
MO, and departed this life March 9, 2018, in Cox South Hospital, 
Springfield, MO.

Dr. Fred graduated from Marshfield High School in 1949 and 
continued his education at Asbury College in Wilmore, KY. He 
received his Master’s Degree from the University of Iowa and earned 
his Doctorate at Princeton. Later he was a professor of Old and New 

Testament at Asbury Seminary in Wilmore, KY
He was preceded in death by his parents, first wife of 53 years, Donna Jean Roberts Layman, 

and son, Steven Robert Layman.
Dr. Fred is survived by his loving wife Elda of the home, brother, Tom Layman and wife Sue of 

Marshfield, sister, Peggy Shuler of Springfield, three nieces, Teresa Hahn (Jim) of Bellevue, NE, 
Rebecca Hyder (Randy) of Marshfield, and Cristy Gies (Joe) of Springfield, and a host of relatives 
and friends.

Funeral services for Dr. Fred Layman were held Monday, March 12, 2018, at Day Funeral 
Home, Marshfield, with burial in Marshfield Cemetery, Marshfield. 

Carl Theodore Marshall
1949 – 2018
Rev. Carl Theodore Marshall, Sr. a husband, father, United Methodist 
pastor, and political agitator transitioned from this life to eternity on 
Wednesday, April 25, 2018.

He was born to the union of Janie Frances Ramsey Marshall and 
M. Pier Marshall on May 9, 1949 in Mobile, AL. He was the only 
boy and youngest child of this union. He was preceded in death by 
both his parents and three sisters, Eloise, Patricia and Norma.

Carl received his academic training from Akrofi-Christaller Institute 
of Theology, Mission and Culture, a Master’s Degree in Theology, the Interdenominational 
Theological Center (Gammon), a Master’s Degree in Divinity, and was currently working on 
a PhD from Clark Atlanta University in Political Science. Carl was a lifelong learner and used 
his knowledge, skill, and ability to champion for social justice and equality. He was a Vietnam 
Veteran of the United States Air Force and worked with other PTSD survivors to gain healing and 
hope. Carl’s career included working as a geological engineer, photographer, chaplain, and Pastor.

Carl married his wife Sharon on the same day they both graduated from seminary and they 
enjoyed traveling and had visited many countries and a vast portion of the United States together. 
His most traveled continent was Africa where he’d hoped to retire and live out his last days. Carl 
was an ardent reader and espoused that learning should be a lifelong pursuit.

Carl was a lifelong Kansas City Chief fan and believed that they were “great” against all odds. 
He and his sons Teddy and Courtney watched the games remotely from Dallas to Tennessee with 
phones in hand ready to discuss the game in great detail, text by text.

Pastor Carl was a man of faith and believed whole-heartedly in the power of prayer. He 
accepted Christ at an early age, answered the call to ministry, and proudly served God for the rest 
of his life. He was a student pastor in the North Georgia Conference of The United Methodist 



25

Church and served faithfully at New Mount Olive and New Hope United Methodist Church in 
Radford, VA, and Washington Hills United Methodist Church in Chattanooga, TN. He also served 
on the Episcopacy Committee, the Discipleship Team, and as the Chair of the African American 
Task Force in the Holston Conference of The United Methodist Church under the leadership of 
Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor. One of Carl’s great accomplishments was the completion of all the 
requirements to be an Elder in The United Methodist Church. 

Pastor Carl leaves to cherish his memory his faithful and loving wife, Rev. Sharon L. Bowers 
(Babe) and his six children whom he loved and was exceptionally proud of, Carl Theodore 
Marshall, Jr., Aaron Marshall, Daryl (Celeste) Marshall, Courtney Marshall, Louis D. Threatt 
(Tiffany) and Sandi McGraw. Carl also leaves to cherish his memory several nieces and nephews 
of which three were very close to him, Zyaire Neal, Kevin Lofton, and George “Skip” (Cynthia) 
Hicks. Skip was like a son to Carl and Skip and his children were the source of great love for Carl. 
There was nothing that made Carl prouder than being called “Uncle Carl.”

He also leaves to cherish his memory eight grandchildren, Layla, Julis, and Langston Marshall, 
Nadia Threatt and Willie Parker, Andrew Parker, Jerracoe Cummings and Jean Scarborough and 
several great grandchildren.

In addition, Carl will be missed by his siblings Jerald Green, Carolyn Marshall, Pier Marshall 
(deceased), and Freddie Marshall. Pastor Carl will be missed by his family, the community, his 
colleagues, and his special friends, Yvette Assem, Valerie Laney Marshall, Walter Cross, Arthur 
Meadows, Valerie Barkwell, and Randy Olverson.

When the songwriter penned the words in song, My Soul Has Been Anchored In The Lord, 
Pastor Carl was one whose life so exemplified that philosophical teaching. When Carl was 
diagnosed with cancer and asked about his fears, he courageously adopted the mantra, “I am not 
afraid; Either Way, I Win!”

A memorial service was held on Saturday, May 5, 2018, at the church he pastored, Washington 
Hills United Methodist Church, Chattanooga, TN. Please join us as we celebrate a life well lived

Damon B. Mitchell
1928 – 2017
Damon B. Mitchell passed away on October 9, 2017 in his Sevierville 
home. Damon was born in Chattanooga, TN, July 20, 1928, to 
Arnold and Sadie Martin Mitchell. Damon made the decision to join 
the ministry while in high school and was ordained after seminary 
in 1954. Rev. Mitchell was a graduate from City High School - 
1946 (Chattanooga, TN), Tennessee Wesleyan College - A.A. 1948 
(Athens, TN), East Tennessee State University - B.S. 1950 (Johnson 
City, TN), and Emory University (Seminary) M.A. 1954 (Atlanta, 

GA). Damon married Jeannine Trotter Mitchell on September 2, 1951, and celebrated 66+ years 
of marriage. The Mitchells have two daughters, Connie Burlingham and Sondra Coffey, three 
grandsons, Don (Lora), Josh (Danna), and Matt, and a great-grandson, Garrett. 

Damon spent his life devoted to the Methodist Church, serving for 50+ years. Over the years 
Damon served many churches including: Mt. Carmel UMC-1951(while continuing his education), 
Hunter UMC, Glade Springs/Meadowview UMC, Rose Hill UMC, Associate Pastor for the First 
Church Johnson City, Hiwassee College for 17 years (Damon served as Chaplain, teacher, Alumni 
Director, and Admissions/Financial Aid Assistant, girls basketball coach), Tennessee Wesleyan 
College for five years (Director of Admissions and Financial Aid), St. Clair/Penine, Lake Vista 
UMC, Simpson UMC, Highland Plaza UMC, and Sale Creek UMC.

He was a member of Civitan International almost as long, serving in many capacities, including 
various club offices, District Governor, and International Vice President. He was the recipient 
of the International Civitan Honor Key and various other awards from local clubs and district. 
Damon remained an active member up until his death.

One of Damon’s greatest loves and accomplishments was the Hiwassee College Girls’ 
Basketball Team. Damon revitalized the girls’ basketball program in the 1960s and coached 
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the team for the following 17 years. During this time, he coached three national tournament 
teams, three All American players, and one Olympic player. Damon Mitchell was one of the first 
inductees into Hiwassee College’s Hall of Fame where he will always be remembered for his 
contribution to Hiwassee College.

Damon B. Mitchell’s earthly resting place is Union Grove Cemetery in Sevierville, TN. 
Services for Rev. Mitchell were held October 12, 2017, at Atchley Funeral Home with Rev. Jim 
Hartley officiating. Rev. Nikki Simmons officiated at the graveside service. 

Larry Steven Rye
1949 – 2018
Reverend Larry Steven Rye went home to be with his Lord on 
Sunday morning, January 14, 2018. Larry died peacefully in his home 
at the age of 68.

Larry was born May 20, 1949, in Bluefield, WV, to the late 
Lawrence Rye and Lois Lambert. It was in Bluefield, WV, where he 
met the love of his life and spouse of 40 years, Susan Riley. Susan 
preceded him in death in 2009. Together, they shared a lifetime of 
happiness in the service of others.

As newlyweds, Larry and Susan’s service began as Larry enlisted in the United States Navy. 
Larry was assigned to the USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67), completing multiple tours in the 
Mediterranean Sea and Europe.

Upon completing his enlistment, Larry returned to West Virginia, where he was employed 
as an electrician at Kursy Mining Company designing mining machinery before being called 
into service as a pastor in The United Methodist Church. In his more than 30 years of ministry, 
Larry and Susan served congregations across Southwest Virginia and East Tennessee, to include 
Tazewell, Pocahontas, Bland, St. Paul, and Galax, VA, and Mountain City, TN. Larry’s career 
culminated with a second ministry in Mountain City, TN at First United Methodist Church, where 
he retired in 2011.

After retirement, Larry’s service continued through volunteer support of the Navy Amateur 
Radio Club (NARC), where he served as a net controller and secretary. Larry (call sign KM4TX) 
was a licensed HAM radio operator and avid hobbyist. He and the nearly 700 members of NARC 
supported veterans’ charities with annual monetary donations and by providing a support network 
through the use of HAM radio to connect Navy veterans after their transition from active service.

Larry enjoyed woodworking, gardening, electronic gadgets, and watching Sci-Fi, but his 
greatest joy came from his love and service to his family, community, and country. He and Susan 
were blessed with one daughter and three granddaughters. Together, they shared a lifetime of 
cherished memories and precious moments. They remember his great sense of humor and the 
pride he took in them.

Those left to cherish his memory include his daughter, Stephanie Osborne and son-in-law, LTC 
Kelley Osborne; granddaughters Ashley Yates & husband Chris, Emily Osborne, and Madysen 
Osborne.

A celebration of life service to honor Larry, officiated by Rev. Larry Dukes, was held Saturday, 
January 27, 2018, at First United Methodist Church of Mountain City, TN, followed by his 
interment in the church columbarium. Military honors were accorded by the Johnson County 
Honor Guard.
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David Gerald Smith 
1948 – 2018
David Gerald Smith was born to Mildred (Farmer) Smith and Paul 
Smith, Sr. in Knoxville, TN, on January 13, 1948. In 1965, David 
graduated from Rule High School. He graduated from the University 
of Tennessee with a Bachelor of Arts in History after completing 
his tour of duty in the United States Air Force. God called David 
to pastoral ministry as he worked with the youth at Second United 
Methodist Church, first as a volunteer and then youth worker. He 
then studied at Candler School of Theology at Emory University 

from 1983-1985. 
David’s vibrant ministry as a pastor in Holston Annual Conference spanned almost 35 years. 

He began serving his first appointment in Benton, TN, in 1983 as a student pastor. Ever the 
teacher, David saw the gifts of each church he served, and worked patiently to help everyone 
grow into their gifts, as well as their understanding of scripture. He helped churches ask 
questions like, “How could they (in tangible ways) love God and their neighbor more fully?” 
David believed in The United Methodist Church — in our connectionalism, our foundational 
theology, our social principles, and our potential to make a difference in God’s world. He 
found great joy in being a MIR (minister-in-residence) at Camp Wesley Woods for many 
reasons, including the chance it gave him to be in God’s creation and to be with the children 
and staff. David also loved leading small group Bible studies. Each one was an opportunity to 
learn (himself), share knowledge with others, watch people wrestle with and find blessings in 
scripture, and grow in community. 

In all areas of his life, David loved to laugh and share stories. He had a gift for listening 
well and helping others feel heard. He also deeply valued and enjoyed words — reading, word 
puzzles, and carefully choosing the right words for sermons or conversations. 

David met Sherry Lynn Allred while working at Second UMC. Sherry and David married on 
April 7, 1979. Their beloved children are Lauren Smith Robinson and Zachary David Smith. 
David and Sherry’s joy grew with the welcoming of their son-in-law, Matt Robinson, into their 
family and again later with the birth of their grandson Michael. For David, being together with 
family was his greatest blessing. He was always present and involved — every recital, game, 
outing, or other adventure. He cheered his family on and encouraged them to find ways to help 
others and do brave things. 

David rested from his labor on April 18, 2018. His Service of Death and Resurrection was 
held Saturday, April 21, 2018, at Second United Methodist Church. The graveside service was 
held on Sunday April 22, 2018, at Woodlawn Cemetery in Knoxville, TN. Rev. Charles Maynard 
officiated at both services.

William B. Thomas
1923 – 2017
The Reverend William B. “Bill” Thomas, 94, died at home on  
May 24, 2017. He was born February 4, 1923, in Chattanooga, TN, 
to the late Daily Lee (D.L.) and Annie Cate Thomas.

Bill’s mother was a school teacher at Alton Park Elementary and 
died in childbirth in 1927. His stepmother was Sue Sullivan Rogers 
Thomas and even though her formal education was cut short, she 
took a keen interest in Bill’s schooling, making lifelong friends of 
his teachers and was even elevated to President of the Oak Grove 

Elementary PTA. She died of kidney disease in September 1961. She was well beloved.
Bills maternal grandparents were the Ben Cate family of the Rocky Mount Community near 

Athens, TN. His paternal grandparents were the Richard Thomas family of the Rogers Creek 
Community also near Athens. The Cate family lineage goes all the way back to Southern 
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Scotland. The Thomas family lineage goes back to Colonial Virginia.
Bill’s father was the owner of a grocery store in the Oak Grove Community for years. Bill 

helped his father during the Great Depression delivering grocery orders to his father’s customers 
riding a bicycle in all kinds of weather – not his son’s favorite pastime.

Bill attended and graduated from the Oak Grove Elementary School, East Side Junior 
High School, and Central High School, the latter in June 1941. He entered the University of 
Chattanooga as a pre-engineering student in September 1941.

He was inducted into the U.S. Navy in June 1943 and served as a Radioman in the southwest 
Pacific, being discharged in June 1946. He then obtained work with the AT&T Company in 
Chattanooga working for them for six years. Through some travail in his own life, Bill felt God’s 
great love for him which in time led to his feeling called to the Christian ministry. He reentered 
the University of Chattanooga to complete his college education graduation in August 1954. He 
immediately enrolled in Drew Theological Seminary in Madison, NJ, graduating from there in 
May 1957 with a Master of Divinity Degree.

In 1963, Bill met, and in time, married Mary Kathryn Smith, an elementary school teacher. 
Their relationship continued for almost fifty years. She was an excellent pastor’s wife and felt at 
home with children, youth, and adults to whom she ministered faithfully. She died of Multiple 
Sclerosis on October 8, 2014.

Bill was predeceased by his stepsister, Marguerite Rogers Maddux in California several years 
ago. Four step-grandchildren survive.

Bill was a United Methodist minister for 31 years serving churches all the way from northwest 
Georgia to the upper East Tennessee area. He retired from the Holston Annual Conference in 
June 1988. He then accepted part-time work as Minister of Visitation at Wesley Memorial United 
Methodist Church in Cleveland, TN.

Bill’s hobbies were photography and amateur radio (W$MED in the late 40s and N4LIS in the 
80s and following.) The latter hobby was one he found very exciting having been interested in 
radio communications ever since his very early teens.

He is survived by stepdaughter Mrs. Karen Smith Hill of Sevierville, TN, and four step-
grandchildren and their families including special grandson Christopher Hill and family of 
Morristown, TN.

Bill was most fortunate to have an excellent caregiver in the person of Patsy Sawyer who 
took such wonderful care of him in his last days. Heartfelt appreciation is expressed to Bill’s 
devoted neighbors, Dina Hines Dell and her husband, Scott, and fellow church members Milteen 
Cartwright, Sandy and Cecil Parkinson, along with others. Several Sunday School classes at 
Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church will long be remembered for the delicious food they 
so faithfully prepared and shared with him and Mary Kathryn over the years.

Bill’s funeral services were held at Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church on Monday, 
June 5, 2017, conducted by the Rev. Curtis D. McKee of Maryville, TN.

“For the beauty of the Earth, for the Glory of the Skies, for your Love which from my birth, 
over and around me lies, Lord of All, to You I raise this my hymn of grateful praise.”

Charles “Charlie” William Whetsel
1933 – 2018
The Reverend Charles “Charlie” William Whetsel, 84, of Morristown, 
passed away Sunday February 11, 2018, at Morristown Hamblen 
Healthcare System. He was born on the family farm in Russellville, 
son of Neal Carson Whetsel Sr. and Sally Myrtle (Hickam) Whetsel. 
A graduate of Morristown High School and Emory & Henry College, 
Virginia, he was ordained as a minister in The United Methodist 
Church after completing seminary at Emory University in Atlanta. 
He served in the United States Air Force as a Chaplain at the Wright-

Patterson Air Force Base for 3 years before continuing a 38-year career serving numerous 
congregations in the Holston Conference of The United Methodist Church. In his retirement, he 
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was a member of First United Methodist Church, Morristown.
Charles loved his family. In his retirement, he received special blessings from attending First 

United Methodist Church, Morristown, TN, with his wife and daughter, Marcia, where Marcia 
sang in Chancel choir. He enjoyed traveling to California to visit with his son, Charles, daughter-
in-law, Anne and their children. He delighted in his four grandchildren, Sebastien, Maylis, Isabelle 
and Camille Whetsel. Charles had a close, loving relationship with his brother, Neal, sister Martha 
(who predeceased him) and their children, his nieces and nephews.  

Charles enjoyed traveling. He and his wife, Frances, traveled to England, Scotland, Ireland, 
Italy, and France. They celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary in Hawaii, a trip given to them 
by their children. They traveled many times to California to visit their son and to Florida to visit 
Frances’ parents and family. Throughout his life, Frances and Charles, and family, also visited 
many other U.S. states. Many of these trips were to provide educational opportunities for Marcia 
and Charles, Jr.

Throughout his life, but especially during his retirement years, Charles built and flew remote 
controlled model airplanes, and belonged to the Cherokee RC Flyers Club, in Morristown, TN. He 
had a lifelong interest in aviation and shared that interest with his son, Charles Whetsel, Jr., who 
has been employed by NASA since his graduation from M.I.T. in 1989.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his sister, Martha Lou (Whetsel) Carter. 
He leaves behind his wife of 60 years, Frances, daughter, Marcia, of Russellville, son Charles, Jr., 
daughter-in-law, Anne Louit, and grandchildren, Sebastien, Maylis, Isabelle, and Camille, all of 
South Pasadena, CA, brother, Neal Carson Whetsel, Jr., of Knoxville, nieces and nephews, Bob 
and Chuck Carter, and Donna Carter-Kanipe, Jason Whetsel, and Laura Treadaway, great nieces 
and nephews, Cameron, Ethan, and Rachel Carter, Brandon and Nolan Carson Treadaway, and 
special friends, Sheila, David, and Logan Witt, and Steffen, Patisa, and Sophie Kielau.

Private interment services were held for the immediate family only at the First United 
Methodist Church Memory Garden.

Clergy Spouses
Ellen Marie Hayes Coulter
1950 – 2017
Ellen was born September 3, 1950, in Toledo, OH, to Richard Hayes 
and Dorothy (Way) Newbury.

Ellen attended college at Northwest State Community College 
in Archbold, OH, and completed her Associate Degree in nursing, 
obtaining her Registered Nurses license in Ohio. She spent 40 years in 
nursing working with those with disabilities.

She and Rev. David Coulter were married on April 20, 1974, 
in Toledo, OH. Children include William Coulter, Robin Coulter, 

Jeffery Coulter, and Dalana Coulter. Fourteen years ago, Ellen and Rev. Coulter were called to be 
obedient and adopted their granddaughter, Dalana. Dalana was a blessing and continues to be a 
blessing in our lives.

Ellen enjoyed going to NASCAR Races and when she could not attend, she watched the races 
on television.

Ellen enjoyed camping, and just prior to her death, we were able to go on a cruise, something 
that had been on her bucket list. While in Michigan, she was able to go on a mission trip to 
Haiti, with the major focus of using Art in Grief Therapy with the children who experienced 
loss of parents during the Hurricane. She was Vice President of the Band Boosters of Northview 
Academy at the time of her death.

A Memorial Service was held at Kodak United Methodist Church, with the Rev. Dr. Bradley 
Hyde officiating, with the family receiving friends prior to the service. Ellen’s final resting place 
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was in the Smoky Mountains overlooking the mountains she had looked forward to moving to in 
2012 from Michigan.

Joe Guy Killough
1946 – 2017
Joe was born on January 8, 1946, and passed away on Friday, 
December 29, 2017. He was a resident of Pungoteague, VA, at the 
time of passing.

A native of Alcorn County, MS, he was the son of the late Vernon 
Killough and the late Inez Lancaster Killough. He was a retired 
United States Navy Chief Petty Officer, lifetime V.F.W. member, 
and a member of the American Legion and Sons of the Confederate 
Veterans.

In addition to his loving wife, Deborah Walker Killough, he is survived by a grandson, Matthew 
T. Dennison and his wife, Erica, of Painter, VA; two great grandchildren, Eli Dennison and Max 
Dennison, both of Painter; numerous cousins; and a special cousin, Jimmie Killough of Chicago, 
IL. Joe was predeceased by his first wife, Agnes D. Killough.

Funeral services were conducted Monday, January 8, 2018, at Craddockville United Methodist 
Church in Belle Haven, VA, with Reverend Rob Kelly officiating. Interment followed in 
Onancock Cemetery.

Judy Kay Mynatt Ogle
1947 – 2017
Judy Kay Mynatt Ogle, age 69, passed away on August 4, 2017, 
at UT Hospital in Knoxville, TN, after a short illness. A native of 
Knoxville, she graduated from Central High School in 1965. She 
attended Lee University. Judy was a people person who was always 
ready to help. She offered the gift of hospitality to family, friends, 
and church members and loved to entertain. Judy was gifted with the 
ability to decorate her home, the homes of others, and any church 
function or gathering.

Judy was a loyal helper and companion to her husband, The Reverend William Michael Ogle, 
as he served the congregations of Spivey UMC, Englewood UMC, Concord-Decatur UMC, St. 
Andrews UMC, St. Marks UMC, and Elizabeth Chapel UMC. They were married for 51 years. 
Judy loved Jesus and wanted everyone to know him as she did.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Spurgeon and Iva Lee Mynatt, a sister Linda Carol 
Riley, and her son-in-law Nathan Paul Garner. Survivors include her husband Mike, son Wm. 
Michael Ogle, Jr. (Angie), son Timothy Scott Ogle (Kristie), and daughter Kelley Ogle Garner. Six 
grandchildren, Haley Ogle Tilley (Justin), Mary Beth Ogle Spencer (Hunter), Emily Grace Ogle, 
Chris Allen Ogle, Joshua Bryson Garner and Madeline Grey Garner, and two great-grandchildren, 
Jackson Behr Tilley and Fletcher Ray Spencer. She is also survived by her friend and stepmother, 
Evelyn Mynatt, sister Donna Mynatt, brothers David Hodges (Dina) and Brian Hodges (Kelly). 
Several cousins, nieces, and nephews also survived Judy Kay Mynatt Ogle.

Judy’s Memorial Service was held on October 29, 2017, at First United Methodist Church in 
Cleveland, TN. Honorary pallbearers were Ministers of the Holston Conference and their spouses. 
Reverend Steve Brown, Reverend Steve Parker, and Reverend Mark Barber officiated.



31

Evelyn Ray
1947 – 2018
Evelyn was born on April 13, 1947, and passed away on Sunday, April 29, 2018. Evelyn was a 
resident of Lebanon, VA, at the time of passing.

Funeral services were conducted Tuesday, May 1, 2018, in the Honaker Funeral Home Chapel 
with Rev. Bob Brewer and Rev. J.C. Johnson officiating. Interment followed in the Ketron 
Memorial Gardens in Lebanon, VA.

Creed McMahan Seay
1956 – 2018
Creed McMahan Seay passed away on February 2, 2018. He was 
born January 16, 1956.

He was a member of Wesley’s Chapel Church. Preceded in death 
by his parents, Ois and Mary Margaret Seay, he is survived by his 
wife, Sherry Curry Seay, son and daughter-in-law, Christopher Creed 
Seay and Jenny of Dandridge, daughter and son-in-law, Carrie Dawn 
Seay Cox and Harlan of Talbott, son and daughter-in-law, Benjamin 
Scott Hammer and Ashley of Dandridge, son and daughter-in-law, 

Daniel Bruce Hammer and Brittany of Rutledge, grandchildren, Kaley, Madison, and Sophia 
Seay, Katelyn, Hannah and Molly Cox, Ezekiel and Emery Hammer, Channing and Brantley 
Hammer, and sister, Mary Lynne Seay Power of Del Rio.

A funeral service was held Monday, February 5, 2017, at Farrar Funeral Home with Rev. Tom 
Ballard, Rev. Max Frye, and Rev. Sherry Franklin officiating. A graveside interment service was 
held Tuesday, February 5, 2018, at Deep Springs Cemetery.

Shannon Tedder Worringham
1946 – 2017
Shannon Tedder Worringham, 70, of Christiansburg, died at home 
in hospice care on Saturday, September 30, 2017. She was born in 
Simonstown, South Africa, on November 12, 1946, to Roy Albert 
Lilley and Joan Tedder Lilley.

She attended Amazimtoti High School, Natal, South Africa, 
and received an Associate Degree in Administration from Durban 
Technical College in 1964. Shannon married Richard Edward 
Worringham in 1966. She moved to the United States in 1976, where 

she lived in Texas and Iowa before settling in Virginia in 1987.
Shannon was an administrative assistant at Virginia Tech for 20 years, working in the Provost 

Office, Department of Agriculture, and Virginia Bioinformatics Institute. She was an active 
member of Grove United Methodist Church, where she was an inspiration to many, and will be 
greatly missed by the congregation.

We all celebrated Shannon’s beautiful life. She had a sincere and caring heart, a delightful sense 
of humor, a strong faith in God and a courageous, brave spirit. We all learned a great deal from 
her as she exercised her special ministry in quiet and loving ways. She expressed her gratitude to 
her doctors over and over for their diagnosis, treatment and love. Also, she thanked the nurses, 
attending to her needs for their loving devotion and patience. Members of Hospice kept her 
company during the long hours of the night and were of immense help. My children also took 
shifts to be with their Mom at her bedside and were wonderfully kind and gentle. I know Shannon 
deeply appreciated their presence right to the time of her departure. 

And now, in the presence of our Lord, she has been set free from the destructive forces of 
cancer, the disfigurement, pain and discomfort. She has been transformed by the Holy Spirit, ready 
to serve Him with joy and happiness. We are sure Our Lord has hugged Shannon and whispered, 
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“Well done, good and faithful servant.” She is also in the company of her loving family and 
gathered with a great cloud of witnesses in God’s presence.

Survivors include her husband, Richard, her children, Steven, Megan, and Diane, son-in-law, 
Jon-Mark, grandchildren, Joshua, Jacob, and Aaron, brother, Kevin and his wife, Clare, and sister-
in-law, Joy, and her 3 children.

A memorial service celebrating Shannon’s life was held Thursday, October 5, 2017, at Grove 
United Methodist Church in Radford, VA, with Rev. Mark Kilbourne officiating. Shannon’s ashes 
were sprinkled in the Blue Ridge Mountains.

Surviving Spouses
Martha Ann Abbott
1941 – 2017
Martha Ann Abbott was born on May 10, 1941, to Roy and Hazel 
Wampler. She was the first of two children.

Martha Ann felt a calling into Christian education. She attended 
Hiwassee College for two years, then two years in Scarritt, where she 
met Ron Abbott, whom she would eventually marry.

Martha was a dedicated spouse and served in the churches, 
through Sunday school, women’s ministries, and choir, as Ron 
served the Methodist Church in ministry for 41.75 years, serving four 

appointments in the Tennessee Conference and five in the Holston Conference. Martha was very 
active with the churches, even during the years where she dedicatedly cared for her son, David, 
who had cerebral palsy.

After David, as an adult, moved into a home where he could receive necessary care, Martha 
began work at Pathway Bible Book Store, then Precept Ministries, where she served for several 
years in a number of different positions. Shortly after Ron was forced to retire due to his muscular 
dystrophy, Martha retired in Fort Oglethorpe, GA, and stayed actively in contact with her many 
friends from different churches. David passed away in 2007 and Ron passed away in 2008.

Martha died on October 17, 2017, after her health declined. She is survived by her sister and 
brother-in-law, Marilyn and Norman Hankins, her son Bill Abbott, her daughter and son-in-law 
Melanie and Chris Royse, and ten grandchildren.

Her body was laid to rest in Winchester, TN, at Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church, in the 
family plot next to her husband and son.

Mary Sue Longmire Arnold
1939 – 2017
Mary Sue Longmire Arnold, born on July 1, 1939, a native of 
Andersonville, TN, passed away August 22, 2017. Mary Arnold, 
daughter of Irwin and Evelyn (Hill) Longmire, loving wife of 
Reverend Leonard R. Arnold, passed away in Shreveport, LA, after 
battling health issues. She graduated from Norris High School, 
attended Tennessee Wesleyan College, and obtained her B.S. degree 
at East Tennessee State University. She completed a Master’s Degree 
specializing in Special Education at the University of Georgia. She 

served as a Special Education Teacher prior to retirement, after spending over 40 years in the 
teaching profession with an emphasis on supporting special needs children.

Mary Arnold is survived by two daughters and their husbands, Dr. Linda Lewis and Sam of 
Andersonville, TN, and Dr. Kimberly Boyter and Richard of Bossier City, LA. Grandchildren 
include Mary Beth Lewis of Athens, GA, Samuel Lewis, Jr., of Andersonville, TN, Katherine 
Anne Lewis of Knoxville, TN, Melinda Burns, Eric Burns and Ricky Boyter, all of Bossier 
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City, LA, and four great-grandchildren, River, John-Paul, and Avaline Dewberry of Athens, 
GA, and Irwin Bush of Knoxville, TN. Also surviving are sisters, Julia Ball and husband Loy of 
Andersonville, TN, and Linda Overstreet and husband Mike of Virginia Beach, VA, and several 
nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Life Memorial Service was held on Friday, October 13, 2017, at the 
Andersonville United Methodist Church with Rev. Ralph Kidd, Rev. Billy Kurtz, and Rev. Ralph 
Horak officiating. The burial followed at Oak Grove Cemetery in Andersonville, TN. 

Mary is greatly missed by her family and friends.

Betty W. Atchley
1929 – 2017
Betty W. Atchley, age 88, beloved wife, mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother departed this life peacefully to be with our 
Heavenly Father at Tennova Hospital on Monday, August 7, 2017. 
She was born on July 26, 1929. She graduated from old Knoxville 
High School in 1948 and married her sweetheart, R.M. Atchley, Jr., 
on May 6, 1949, at Lincoln Park United Methodist Church. They 
were married 54 years until his death on July 27, 2003. Afterwards, 
she married The Rev. Robert A. Pardue in 2005 at Inskip United 

Methodist Church, and he died in April 2015.
Throughout her life, she was very active in The United Methodist Church. At Lincoln Park 

United Methodist Church, she played the organ for a number of years when she was younger. 
Then, R.M. and she were very active for many years at Second United Methodist Church working 
with Jr. High students and other offices/boards. They moved to Inskip United Methodist Church 
(now Cedar Lane United Methodist Church) and became very active once again as officers in the 
church.

Throughout her life, music was her love. She played the piano for the Girls Glee Club with 
“Pops” at Knoxville High School. She played the piano in every United Methodist Church 
that she attended. R.M. and she settled in the Fountain City area to live out their lives together. 
She taught children to play the piano for many years. A number of her students went on to the 
University of Tennessee to study music and become professionals in the field.

She is preceded in death by her parents, Jesse J. and Agnes R. Wells, brothers, Robert Wells, 
Walter B. Wells, Jack H. Wells, sister, M. Ruth Wells, and sister-in-law, Alberta Wells. She is 
survived by her daughter and husband, The Rev. Janice A. Cate and The Rev. Dr. Herman F. Cate, 
son and wife, James R. and Valerie K. Atchley, grandchildren and significant others, Christopher 
S. and Tammy W. Cate, Timothy M. Cate and fiancé Kimberly B. Rippetoe, Patrick M. Atchley 
and spouse Jamie, great grandchildren, Trystan, Avery, Macey, Trevor, and Seth Cate, Sophia and 
Dean Atchley, and beloved sister-in-law, Elizabeth M. Wells.

A Celebration of Betty’s life was held on Sunday, August 13, 2017, at Cedar Lane United 
Methodist Church with The Rev. Richard L. Richter officiating. The interment was at the 
Veteran’s Cemetery, Knoxville, TN, on Monday, August 14, 2017. Serving as pallbearers were her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
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Doris Dunn Berta
1926 – 2017
Doris Dunn Berta, 91, passed away on Thursday, June 22, 2017, at 
Holston Valley Medical Center’s Wilcox Hall.

Doris was born in the Taylors Valley area of Washington County, 
VA, and lived most of her life in Big Stone Gap. She was a graduate 
of Concord College in West Virginia. Doris was a retired physical 
education teacher with the Wise County Public Schools, having 
served for over 35 years. She was a member of Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Big Stone Gap where she was a member of the 

Wesleyan Circle.
She was preceded in death by her husband of 65 years, Rev. Joseph “Joe” Berta, her parents, 

William and Carrie Forrester Dunn, and two sisters, Violet Dunn and Janet Acree.
Surviving are her son, William Joseph “Billy Joe” Berta and wife, Patricia Clarke Berta, two 

grandchildren, Candice Marie Berta and Ashley Brianne Berta, and one great-grandson, Sawyer 
William Frati, all of Vancouver, WA.

Funeral services were conducted Sunday, June 25, 2017, at Trinity United Methodist Church, 
Big Stone Gap, VA, with Rev. Terry Goodman and Rev. Ronnie Mutter officiating. Graveside 
committal services were held on Monday, June 26, 2017, at Powell Valley Memorial Gardens.

Mildred Marie Day
1935 – 2018
Mildred Marie Day, age 82, of Corryton, passed away on 
Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at her home in Corryton, TN. She was 
a daughter of the late John and Flora Frye Wheeler. In addition to 
her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. Charles 
Guy Day, son, Stanley Day, sisters, Ruby Patterson, Flora Goodman, 
and Mary Dean, and brothers, Joseph Clifford Wheeler, Daniel P. 
Wheeler, and Johnny William Wheeler.

She was a member of Bulls Gap United Methodist Church and a 
member of the Ladies Auxiliary #9683.

Survivors include her son, Lynn Day of Bulls Gap, grandchildren, Angela Rowntree and 
husband Kerry of Knoxville, and Allen Day and wife Kristin of Greeneville, Josh Lukingbeal, 
William Day of Bulls Gap, great-grandchildren, Breana Benton, Kaleb Benton, Bridget  
Chamblin, Alexis Day, William Day, Jr., and Cadelyn Day, and great-great-grandchildren, Riley, 
Emma, and Brailyn.

Her funeral service was held on Saturday, April 14, 2018, at Christian-Sells Funeral Home 
in Rogersville, TN, with Rev. Bill Hughes officiating. The graveside service followed in 
Willoughby Cemetery.
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Evelyn Meadows Laycock
1926 – 2018
Evelyn Meadows Laycock, age 91, passed away on Monday, 
February 26, 2018, at her residence.

Born in Hamilton County, TN, she had resided in Haywood County 
since December 1990. She was the daughter of the late Harry D. and 
Sara Katherine Cupp Meadows and was also preceded in death by 
her husband, Reverend William Alexander Laycock, Sr., who died in 
2009.

Evelyn was a McClure Professor of Religion and was retired from 
Hiwassee College in Madisonville, TN, and from the Director of Lay Ministries for SEJAC at 
Lake Junaluska, NC.

Evelyn is survived by her son, William A. Laycock, Jr., and his wife, Sandy of White, GA, three 
grandchildren, Emily (Chris) Cowan of Cartersville, GA, Michael (Jessica) Laycock of Smyrna, 
GA, and David (Julie Anne) Laycock, of Waleska, GA, four great-grandchildren: Micah, Sydney, 
Juliette and Samuel.

Funeral services were held on Friday, March 2, 2018, at Long’s Chapel UMC, Lake Junaluska, 
NC, with Reverend Chris Westmoreland, Reverend Dr. Gordon Goodgame, and Bishop Richard 
Looney officiating. Burial followed at Garrett-Hillcrest Memorial Park.

Patricia Lee Catron Nester
1929 – 2018
Patricia C. Nester, age 88, of Bristol, VA, passed away peacefully on Tuesday, February 27, 2018, 
at her home.

Patricia was the widow of The Reverend Howard Nester. She was a beloved mother and 
grandmother, friend, and teacher.

A private memorial service will be held at a later date.

Myra L. Nine 
1937 – 2017
Myra Lou Creswell Nine, age 80, of Fountain City passed away 
surrounded by her loving family on September 27, 2017, due to 
complications from surgery. She was a member of Fountain City 
United Methodist Church and the Christian Homebuilders Sunday 
School Class. Myra retired after 18 years as administrative assistant 
and office manager of the Arlington District Office of The United 
Methodist Church in Northern Virginia, but her main focus and 
interest was always her home and family. She was the special prayer 

warrior for her family.
Myra was preceded in death by the love of her life and husband of 52 years, Robert Nine, 

parents, Harold and Helen Creswell, and loving sisters, Betty Benson and Cherrie Turner. She 
is survived by her daughters, Lexi Gaber and husband David, and Marci Villanueva, son, Rob 
Nine and wife Donna, grandchildren, J.D. Gaber, Kelsey Katchmark and husband Stephen, Alex 
Villanueva, Jason Scott and wife Kerri, Jaime Gray and husband Brian, great-grandchildren, 
Landon Gray and Peyton Katchmark, brother, Dick Creswell and wife Pat, special nieces and 
nephews and other extended family, and many special friends including Barbara Rogers, Dixie 
Bopp and Roz Irwin.

The Funeral Service was held at Fountain City United Methodist Church on Saturday, 
September 30, 2017, with Rev. Randy Frye and Rev. John Gargis officiating. A Graveside Service 
was held at Greenwood Cemetery on Sunday, October 1, 2017.
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Patricia Carmelita Shell Pursell
1934 – 2017
Patricia Carmelita Shell Pursell, age 83, of Jefferson City, formerly of Elizabethton, went home to 
be with her Lord on Friday, May 19, 2017, from the Sevierville Health and Rehab Center. Patricia 
was born in Avery County, NC, on January 2, 1934, to the late Oscar K. Shell, Sr. and Maruja 
Perry Shell. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Reverend John 
Wilbur Pursell, a sister, Barbara Woods, and a brother, Oscar K. Shell, Jr.

Patricia was a former court reporter and homemaker. She was of the Methodist faith.
Those left to cherish her memory include her son, Larry Lumsdem, of NC, one brother, Jon 

Shell and wife Sheila, of Gatlinburg, TN, two sisters, Joan Moore, of Knoxville, TN, and Gwen 
Read, Melbourne, FL. Several nieces and nephews also survive.

The family would like to extend a special thank you to the doctors and staff of Sevierville 
Health and Rehab Center and to Shirley Herring and Betty Jo Allen, for the love and care shown 
to Patricia during her illness.

A graveside service to honor the life of Patricia Parmelita Shell Pursell was conducted on 
Sunday, May 21, 2017, at Happy Valley Memorial Park with Reverend Gary Whitehead, 
officiating. Bagpipes were played by Mr. Jon Shell, nephew.

Jane Elizabeth Rusk Robinson
1935 – 2018
Jane Elizabeth Rusk Robinson of Maryville, TN, died peacefully in 
her sleep on Tuesday, April 24, 2018. She was born May 29, 1935, 
in Knoxville, TN. 

She attended Maryville College and earned her undergraduate and 
master’s degrees in Mathematics from the University of Tennessee. 
She taught math at the high school and college levels for 33 years. 
She was known for her hospitality and partnership in ministry with 
her husband, Ray, in the Holston Conference of The United Methodist 

Church. World travel, sewing, quilting, cooking, music, and missions were her passions. She was 
always busy and productive. 

Jane was always involved in United Methodist Women in the churches that Ray served. She 
held leadership positions on the District, Conference, and Southeast Jurisdictional Conference 
levels.

Jane loved music and would often play the piano when needed in Sunday School classes and 
for hymn singing. She often sang in the church choir.

Jane used her gift of hospitality to host church committees, Sunday School classes, small 
groups, and individuals in the parsonage for dinner and or group parties.

Jane had a special relationship with the congregation of the Pakuka United Methodist Church 
in the Yei region of South Sudan where she worked primarily with the women to help give 
them a voice and opportunities for supporting themselves and their families. During her visit in 
2012, she held a Leadership Development Workshop and formed a United Methodist Women 
unit, training and installing officers for that unit.

Jane is preceded in death by her husband of 51 years, The Reverend Ray E. Robinson, and 
her parents, Roger and Ruth (Blake) Rusk. She is survived by her daughters, sons-in-law, and 
grandchildren, Ann and Joe Leatherwood of Maryville and Joy and Bill Shultz of Birmingham. 
She is dearly loved by her grandchildren Katie Shultz, Blake and Rachel Shultz, Hannah Shultz, 
Michelle Leatherwood, and Christopher Leatherwood. She is also survived by her brother Bob 
Rusk.

A service to celebrate her life was held on Saturday, April 28, 2018, at First United Methodist 
Church in Maryville, TN. The Reverend Catherine Nance officiated. A private burial was held 
at Caledonia Cemetery with Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor and The Reverend Rusty Taylor 
officiating.



37

Mildred Fairchild Wattenbarger
1935 – 2018
Mildred Fairchild Wattenbarger, wife of the late Warren Wattenbarger, 
went to her eternal resting place on January 20, 2018. She was a 
faithful servant to the church and had been heavily involved in the 
UMW during her time as a minister’s wife. She enjoyed her family, 
sewing, working in the church in different areas, and singing in 
the choir in all the churches she was in over the 60 plus years as a 
minister’s wife. Her favorite cantata was Handel’s Messiah. She often 
said it was her faith in GOD that helped her through in times of need 

as a minister’s wife.
She was selected as a member of the United States Distinguished Young Women in 1971 and 

attended the International Meeting in New York City in 1971. She was a representative from the 
Holston Conference as a delegate to the International United Methodist Women Conference in 
Dallas, TX, in 1973.

Mildred worked in several different areas such as clerical, bookkeeper, kindergarten teacher, 
Day Care manger, Mom’s Day Out Program Director at 2 different churches, bank teller, loan 
processor, and a supervisor at a Home Health agency. In 1983, she graduated from Clinch Valley 
College and as she stated, it took her 30 years to get her degree. She and her children all graduated 
within 5 days in undergraduate and graduate degree programs.

She was the proud mother of Kathy Wattenbarger Martin and Mark Wattenbarger. She followed 
her grandchildren Gray Wattenbarger and Leigh Wattenbarger all through elementary, middle, and 
high school in sports and extra-curricular activities and was so proud of them. She and Warren 
traveled to school performances from their church appointments for all those years and never 
missed any event the grandchildren were involved with. She often said she and Warren might as 
well keep clothes at their room in their son’s house they were there so much, which they finally 
did.

After retiring to Rogersville, TN, Mildred’s hometown, in 2001, they moved to Rossville, GA, 
in 2011, due to Warren’s declining health. They became very much involved with family events 
in their son’s life after their daughter-in-law was diagnosed and later passed away from cancer. 
Mildred became a support system for her daughter-in-law in making sure everyone was fed and 
had clean clothes on a daily basis. Daily time was spent with her daughter-in-law taking care of 
personal needs and just being there for her. Mildred took on responsibilities with Warren as a 
caregiver in his declining years in his Alzheimer’s as well. She was a constant in his life during his 
last 16 months.

Mildred moved in with her son in November 2017 and remained with him until her death in 
January of 2018. It was no coincidence she died the day after Warren’s birthday as she wanted 
to be with him so much. Mildred passed with late on-set Alzheimer’s, eight weeks after the 
diagnosis.

She was preceded in death by her husband Warren Wattenbarger, of 63 years of marriage, 
her daughter-in-law, Renay, her parents, John and Arthena Fairchild, her brothers, Joe Fairchild, 
Hugh Fairchild, and Ralph Fairchild. She is survived by her children, Kathy and Mark, five 
grandchildren, sisters Bea Winstead, Ginny Stapleton, and brothers, Arnold Fairchild and Lowell 
Fairchild.
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Monday, June 11, 2018 • 7:00 p.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Evening Service
A Service of Unity

“‘A new command I give you: Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.’”
John	13:	34-35

A SERVICE OF BLESSING FOR 2019 DELEGATION 
TO CALLED GENERAL CONFERENCE

Members	of	the	2019	General	Conference	Delegation	are	invited	 
to sit with the body at the opening of the service.

The Lord be with you.   Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.
Gracious Lord God, you have called us together from many different places 
and spaces. You have given us unique voices and equipped us to speak the 
languages of our regional contexts. You have gifted us with passion and variety. 
And yet, even as you have created this multitude of talents, perspectives, and 
interpretations, you call us to be one in the body of Christ. 
Holy God, we thank you for the splendid diversity of your creation. We thank 
you for the gift of life. We thank you for the opportunity to love and serve in the 
name of the one who has called us to be his own, Christ Jesus our Lord.
We pray that your Spirit may make us one as we praise your holy name and 
worship you this beautiful evening. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
Opening Song     “I Need You To Survive”  Frazier 
    Rev. Willie Kitchens
The Scripture Reading Jeremiah 29:11 Bishop Taylor
Blessed for the Journey Together:  
     A Litany for a Spirit of Unity in the Bond of Peace  
Based	on	Ephesians	4:1-7
Youth 1: So here’s what I want you to do. I beg you to lead a life worthy of the 
calling to which you’ve been called. 
Youth 2: I don’t want any of you sitting on your hands. I don’t want any of you 
strolling off, down some path that goes nowhere. 
Bishop Looney: Live with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love, 
Youth 3: Alert at noticing differences and quick at mending fences. 
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Youth 1:  We’re all called to travel on the same road and in the same direction, 
All: So stay together,  
Youth 3: Outwardly 
Youth 2: And inwardly.  
Youth 1: There is one body and one Spirit 
Bishop Looney: One Lord, one baptism 
Youth 3: One God who is above all, through all, and in all. 
Youth 2:  But that doesn’t mean we should all look and speak and act the same. 
Bishop Looney: Out of the generosity of Christ we are each given our own gift 
All: So we may be united in the family of faith God calls us to be.
Blessing of the Delegation 
As his or her name is read, each delegate will stand in his or her place and 
remain standing until all names have been called.
Bishop Looney: Friends, this evening we recognize the ministry of those elected to 
represent the Holston Conference at the Special Called General Conference of 2019, 
and bless them in this special task in the service of Jesus Christ.
Youth 1: All who take upon themselves the name of Christ are called into 
ministries of love and service by the example of Christ.
Youth 2: As these members of our Holston Conference community begin their 
work of preparing for and representing the people of the Holston Conference of 
The United Methodist Church in St. Louis, Missouri, on February 23-29, 2019, 
we pray the blessings of God and this community upon their endeavors.
We recognize you as ambassadors and representatives of the Holston 
Annual Conference, and dedicate you to service on our behalf in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Through our prayers we will be united with you in your 
work. May God richly bless your labors.
Members of the conference who are close to the delegates lay hands on him or 
her. Others are invited to reach towards the delegate closest to them, laying 
hands on the shoulders of the people around them, or raising hands in a gesture 
of blessing.
Bishop Looney: Almighty God, pour out your blessings upon these your servants 
as they go forth on behalf of the people of the Holston Annual Conference. 
Grant them grace to be open to your vision for your church. Keep before them 
the example of our Lord, who did not think first of himself, but gave himself 
for us all. Guide them in their work. Reward their faithfulness with knowledge 
that through them, your purposes will be accomplished, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.
Youth 3: And now, let us stand and join together in The World Methodist Social 
Affirmation as our delegates come forward:
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As congregation stands and begins the affirmation, delegates will make their 
way to the stage.
Youth 1: We believe in God, creator of the world and of all people; 
   and in Jesus Christ, incarnate among us, 
      who died and rose again; 
   and in the Holy Spirit, 
      present with us to guide, strengthen, and comfort.
We believe; 
God, help our unbelief.
Youth 2: We rejoice in every sign of God’s kingdom: 
   in the upholding of human dignity and community; 
   in every expression of love, justice, and reconciliation; 
   in each act of self-giving on behalf of others; 
   in the abundance of God’s gifts 
      entrusted to us that all may have enough; 
   in all responsible use of the earth’s resources.
Glory be to God on high; 
and on earth, peace.
Youth 3: We confess our sin, individual and collective, 
   by silence or action: 
      through the violation of human dignity 
         based on race, class, age, sex, nation or faith; 
      through the exploitation of people 
         because of greed and indifference; 
     through the misuse of power 
         in personal, communal, national, and international life; 
     through the search for security 
         by those military and economic forces 
         that threaten human existence; 
     through the abuse of technology 
         which endangers the earth and all life upon it.
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.
Bishop Looney: We commit ourselves individually and as a community 
   to the way of Christ; 
      to take up the cross; 
      to seek abundant life for all humanity; 
      to struggle for peace with justice and freedom; 
      to risk ourselves in faith, hope, and love, 
         praying that God’s kingdom may come.
Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.   
    ©World Methodist Council
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Building the Table “Christ Has Broken Down the Walls” Miller 
 “Make Us One”         make us one
Holy Communion  Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor 
 The Reverend  Kimberly M. Goddard

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your heart! 
We lift our hearts to God! 
Let us thank the Lord our God. 
Hear our prayer, O Lord.
Creating God, source of our being, we give you thanks and praise for you  
have brought forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 
In the beginning you created people in your likeness. 
In your likeness, you created people who multiplied and became many– 
people of many genders, races, nationalities, and abilities. 
You created the world and all that is in it without borders or walls and  
you called it “good.” 
For this we praise you, saying
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the Highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of God; 
Hosanna in the highest.
Jesus, our sibling, born of Mary in a stable in Palestine, 
you confronted the powers and principalities of your time, 
and welcomed as your friends those who society had cast aside. 
For love and liberation of your people, 
you risked your life and were executed by the brokenness of empire. 
Yet even death could not put an end to the love you embody. 
Out of death, you arose to new life to live again among your people. 
With joy we celebrate what you have done, 
and with dedication we follow you, transformed by your love. 
We remember that on the night before he was arrested by the authorities, Jesus 
gathered with his disciples to celebrate Passover, a story of liberation. He took a 
loaf of bread, blessed it, broke it, and shared it with his friends, saying “Take, eat. 
This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way, after supper, he took the cup, saying, “This cup is a new 
covenant, sealed in my blood, for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
this cup, do this in remembrance of me.”
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We remember, and in response, we offer ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice 
in union with Christ’s offering for us as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; 
Christ has risen; 
Christ will come again.
Boundless God. 
Pour out your Spirit on this bread and this cup. 
Through these ordinary gifts that sustain our bodies, 
Nourish us and transform us, 
That we might remember that we belong to each other and to you.
Through our remembering, 
Let us be reconciled to each other and to you.
Through this remembering, 
may we tear down all boundaries and walls that we have built, 
and through this remembering, 
may all peoples in all places and times be united in you.
All this we pray in the name of your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in 
your holy Church, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
And now with the confidence of children of God let us pray together the prayer 
that our Lord Jesus Christ taught us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread

Giving the Bread and Cup

Music During Holy Communion Annual Conference Choir 
  “Blood of Jesus Be My All”            Cottrell 
  “By Our Love”          Nockels

*Hymns of Unity  “They’ll Know We Are Christians” st. brendan’s 
    “We Will Stand” Taff & Hollihan 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and Sending 
O God our mystery, you bring us to life, call us to freedom, and move between 
us with love. Having been nourished at your table, may we go forth into your 
wondrous and diverse world 
     to tear down walls of exclusion, 
          to confront powers and principalities, 
               to live and love boldly in the promise of your resurrection. Amen.

*Benediction    Bishop Taylor
*Postlude      Mr. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.

Worship	Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area, 

The United Methodist Church
Celebrant	~	The Reverend Kimberly M. Goddard, 

New River District Superintendent, Holston Conference
Prayers	~	Richard C. Looney, Bishop, The United Methodist Church 

Mr. Jacob Goodman, Trinity UMC, Appalachian District  
Ms. Lindsey Kizer, Broadway UMC, Smoky Mountain District 

Mr. Nate Roarke, Hunt Memorial UMC, Clinch Mountain District
Music	Leader	~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Organist	~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District
Pianist	~	Mrs. Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District
Choir	~	Lay and Clergy Members and Guests of the Holston Conference

Acknowledgements:
http://www.brethren.org/yya/nyc/documents/2014/worship-resources/ 
nyc-2014-scripture-litany-tues-pm.pdf, adapted by D. Chesser 2018.

Emily Brewer, Presbyterian Peace Fellowship.  
Communion	Liturgy	for	World	Communion	Sunday	2017.  
Permission granted for use in worship. Adapted by D. Chesser, 2018.

http://www.brethren.org/yya/nyc/documents/2014/worship-resources/nyc-2014-scripture-litany-tues-pm.pdf
http://www.brethren.org/yya/nyc/documents/2014/worship-resources/nyc-2014-scripture-litany-tues-pm.pdf
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Tuesday, June 12, 2018 ● 8:30 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium 

Morning Bible Study and Holy Communion
“Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!”
Psalm	34:8

Dance Presentation   Fairview Dance Ministry
Prayer     The Reverend Bobby G. Black
*Hymn of Praise #141 “God is So Good” god is so good 
   “Children of the Heavenly Father”  
     tryggare kan ingen vara
Solo   “I Shall Not Want” Assad 
     Ms. Reagan Peters
Bible Study   The Reverend Kimberly M. Goddard
Holy Communion    The Reverend Walter C. Simmerman

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
   always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
   Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom
And Your weakness is stronger
Than human strength.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
   we praise Your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!
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Holy are you, and blessed is Your Son Jesus Christ, 
He preached a radical message of justice 
And love and peace.
By the baptism of His suffering, death, and resurrection, You gave birth to 
   Your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
   and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
On the night in which He gave Himself up for us, He took bread, 
   gave thanks to You, broke the bread, gave it to His disciples, and said: 
   “Take, eat; this is My body which is given for you. 
   Do this in remembrance of Me.”
When the supper was over He took the cup, 
   gave thanks to You, gave it to His disciples, and said: 
   “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
   poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
And so, in remembrance of these Your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
   we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
   as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
   as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again!
Pour out Your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
   and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
   that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by His blood,
That we might do justice, and love kindness and walk humbly with You, 
our God.
By Your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
   one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
   until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at His heavenly 
   banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in Your holy church, 
   all honor and glory is Yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen.
And now with the confidence of children of God, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  
Amen.
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Breaking the Bread
Giving the Bread and Cup  (A	gluten-free	station	is	available	at	section	7)
Music During Communion Fairview Dance Ministry
*Hymn of Adoration     “Jesus, Draw Me Close” Founds 
*Benediction Reverend Black
*Postlude Mr. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.

Worship	Participants:	
Bible	Study	~	The Reverend Kimberly M. Goddard, 

New River District Superintendent
Liturgist	~	Rev. Bobby G. Black, Valley View-Heiskell UMCs 

Tennessee Valley District
Celebrant	~	Rev. Walter C. Simmerman, Loudon UMC, Smoky Mountain District
Music	Leader	~	Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Organist	~	Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District
Soloist	~	Ms. Reagan Peters, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Dance	Team	~	 Fairview Dance Ministry, Smoky Mountain District
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Tuesday, June 12, 2018 ● 11:00 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Retirement Recognition
	“Therefore,	my	dear	brothers	and	sisters,	stand	firm.	 

Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”    

1	Corinthians	15:58
Prelude       Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
Prayer      The Reverend Mickey W. Rainwater
*Hymn of Adoration #363    “And Can It Be That I Should Gain” sagina

Recognition of the Retirees Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor 
      Reverend Rainwater

As the name of each person retiring is read and he or she comes forward 
to be greeted by the Bishop, we ask those who are from a church this 
person has served or who have been in ministry with this person to stand 
where	you	are	and	offer	a	prayer	of	thanksgiving	for	his	or	her	years	of	
service to The United Methodist Church and Holston Conference.

Reading of the Names   The Reverend Daniel H. Taylor, Jr.
Glimpses of Ministry from the Retiring Class 
 A video capturing thoughts from our retiring clergy.
Hymn of Faith #368  “My Hope is Built” the solid rock
Passing of the Mantle    Teresa Renee Atkins McClure and Joseph S. Green
*Hymn of Commitment #714  “I Know Whom I Have Believed”  el nathan
*Benediction    Bishop Taylor
*Postlude     Mr. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.

Retirement Recognition Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area, 

The United Methodist Church
Rev. Mickey W. Rainwater, Chair, Board of Ordained Ministry,  

Smoky Mountain District
 Rev. Daniel H. Taylor, Jr., Director, Clergy Services and  

Conference Secretary, Tennessee Valley District
Music	Leader	~	Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Organist	~	Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District
Pianist	~	Mrs. Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Passing	the	Mantle	~	Rev. Teresa Renee Atkins McClure, New Life-Hopewell UMCs, 
Tennessee Valley District  

and Rev. Joseph S. Green, First Broad Street UMC, Appalachian District



48

2018 Retirees

Name Years of Service

Parker Benson ........................................................................ 16.00

Bobby G. Black ...................................................................... 11.00

Richard D. Bowers .................................................................   6.50

Robert K. Cloud ..................................................................... 22.00

Danny Ray Dockery ............................................................... 14.00

Bobbie J. Dunford .................................................................. 18.50

Douglas R. Fairbanks, Jr. ....................................................... 46.00

Kenneth L. Faught ................................................................. 13.00

C. Dennis Ford ....................................................................... 26.00

Joseph S. Green ...................................................................... 46.00

Richard S. Gregory ................................................................ 40.00

James T. Hartley ....................................................................   2.50

Kenneth Luton .......................................................................   9.00

Princess April Milligan .......................................................... 12.00

Daniel F. Moore ..................................................................... 42.00

Donald Morris ........................................................................ 25.00

Ray E. Petty, Jr. ...................................................................... 27.75

Kenneth D. Pierce .................................................................. 33.50

Rebecca A. Reed .................................................................... 10.00

Bonnie Lynn Seiber ...............................................................   2.00

Regina H. Shelton .................................................................. 14.00

Walter C Simmerman ............................................................ 35.00

Thomas N. Tucker ................................................................. 32.00

Hugh Douglas Wilder ............................................................ 25.00

Dennis Fox ............................................................................. 17.00
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Parker Benson
Spouse: Carol 
Favorite Hymn: There is a Fountain Filled with Blood 
Favorite Scripture:  Mark 6-31; 1 Thessalonians 4-11, 12
Retirement is such a big word – and very misleading. Life goes on.

I have enjoyed my 28 years of ministry most all of which were 
in the North Georgia Conference. I served Union Point, Tate, and 
Bethlehem First, before moving to the Holston Conference in 2014. 
Here I served Maryville First, where I led the Celebrate Recovery 
ministry, and Walland, where I will remain next year part-time.

Carol and I now live in – and plan to die in – Happy Valley, TN, nestled up against the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. We have cows, chickens, a donkey, dogs, cats, a garden, and 
hills – lots of hills, where we love to roam and play. I plan to “come aside and get some rest,”  
and “enjoy life with my wife,” and, “care for the needs of my animals.” Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow – and, thank you, United Methodist Church. You have been good to me.  
Thank you.

Bobby G. Black
Spouse: Lisa 
Favorite hymn:  A Charge to Keep (Charles Wesley)  
Favorite Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:13
I had lived a life of disjointed triumphs and tragedies, amazing 
highpoints and discouraging failures. I was able to see that in its 
entirety at whatever point I took measure, I was blessed to move 
steadily, if haltingly, upward and forward. It was only when my wife, 
the love of my life, suffered a horribly debilitating illness, that I was 
forced to focus and to address the architect of my odyssey to seek 

understanding. I promised my life and my work to Him in exchange for her healing and was 
granted my prayer. From that moment I was able to make sense of and to use everything I had 
experienced. Paul, in his epistle to the Philippians (4:12) spoke my heart when he said, “I know 
both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: everywhere and in all things I am instructed 
both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.” I have found since 
accepting my call to ministry from Christ through Bishop James W. Swanson that all my past has 
been made useful for instruction, for edification, for correction, and for exhortation as I can sit 
with those of so many levels of experience and need and “know.” I have been able to be accepted 
as genuine, not fearful, with keys to the door of a new life through love and compassion inhabited 
by the heart of Christ.

I am thankful for the opportunity to serve as a supply pastor, a full-time local pastor and as an 
Associate Member of Holston Conference as the vehicle to express my call from Christ and look 
forward in retirement to continue to exhort, to minister and hopefully to preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ through whatever doors God opens for me. I would like to thank those who made 
meaningful contributions to my ministry: Bishop Swanson, Reverends Fred Dearing, Al Bowles, 
Samuel Johnson and Ralph Kidd. Each poured into me hope, perseverance, direction, order, and 
discipline.

I thank God for the opportunity to serve and the gift of my wife to serve with me in health.
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Richard D. Bowers
Spouse: Dessie 
Favorite Hymn: Trust and Obey 
Favorite Scripture: Romans 8:16-18
As I look back on my life, I am very thankful for the blessings that 
God has bestowed upon me. I am very grateful that I had parents 
who believed in God and the importance of rearing their children 
in church. I learned early on the importance of family, having come 
from a large family (six sisters and five brothers), and what it meant 
to share. Though I was always careful not to do anything that would 

reflect upon the family name, I never really gave myself unto the Lord until I had finished my tour 
in the military. It was during this time that I really learned the value of life and how important God 
is to our lives. 

A couple of months later I married my wife of 50 years, Dessie, and went to work at Eastman 
Chemical. My wife and I worked with the youth for many years and I taught a Sunday school 
class at Albright United Methodist Church, and yet, felt that I needed to do more. I became a Lay 
Speaker and on one Sunday morning as I was returning home from a speaking engagement, I 
got to thinking about the small churches and how they seem to be neglected by not being able to 
support a full-time minister. The more I thought and prayed about it, the more I felt God calling 
me to apply to that calling. God opened the door for me and I entered. I retired from Eastman 
and began the process. He not only has blessed me greatly with family support but also has given 
me the opportunity to serve two churches that if I had handpicked myself would not have loved 
me more or treated me any better. My first year I served as a supply pastor and for the following 
fifteen years we have had a wonderful time in the Lord. We really became family. We have had 
our ups and downs but with God’s guidance, we have been able to work out our differences. 

The high point of my ministry though, with special thanks to Rev. W. Randall Frye, was that I 
was able to baptize all three of my grandchildren at Fountain City UMC. To God be the glory!

Robert K. Cloud
Spouse: Jessie 
Favorite Hymn:  Victory in Jesus 
Favorite Scripture: John 3:16 
Favorite Book: The Bible
I retired from Eastman Chemical Company in April of 1996. While 
still working I answered the call to preach and began preparing to be a 
United Methodist minister. In June of 1996, I was appointed to Alley’s 
Chapel United Methodist Church and also to Hale’s Chapel United 
Methodist Church, both in the Big Stone Gap District. I was pastor at 

both churches until 2001 when my doctor told me I was over stressed and that I should give up 
one church. I decided to leave Hale’s Chapel and to stay at Alley’s Chapel. I really loved Hale’s 
and hated to give it up. In one good year, everyone at each church that was not a Christian or was 
not baptized made the commitment to accept Christ and be baptized. There were six at Alley’s 
Chapel and seven at Hale’s Chapel.

Alley’s Chapel is a small rural church, with most of the congregation elderly. We have enjoyed 
visiting the homebound. I say we because my wife Jessie made almost all visits with me. Sadly, as 
our members pass away or are in nursing homes, there are no young people to take their place in 
church.

I conduct Bible Study weekly at two assisted living facilities. Jessie and I sing gospel songs 
weekly at various nursing homes with a group of senior citizens.

I have reached the mandatory age of retirement as noted in the Book of Discipline therefore I 
am retiring. However, my desire is to be appointed at Alley’s Chapel for another year.
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Danny Ray Dockery
Spouse: Linda 
Favorite Hymn: In the Garden (I Come to the Garden Alone) 
Favorite Scripture: Phil. 4:13  
“I can do all things through Christ”
For the past 15 years, it has truly been a blessing to serve as pastor 
at Rye Cove United Methodist Church, Big Stone Gap District (now 
Appalachian District).

A special thanks to District Superintendent Dennie Humphries, 
Dan Taylor, Archer Coppedge, and Jeff Wright and my entire family 

for believing in me, supporting me, and giving me the opportunity to pastor at Rye Cove United 
Methodist (RCUM) and therefore answer my calling from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
During these 15 years, I have seen so many children grow spiritually, accept Christ as their 
Savior and become members of RCUM. I am especially proud and thankful to have been part 
of the callings they have received and answered. I am also thankful and honored to minister to a 
wonderful, supportive, and faithful congregation. My prayer has always been to leave the church 
stronger in spirit and more willing to serve than when I came.

Isaiah 43:18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland.”

Nothing in the Bible ever suggests that we are to retire in our service to God. In fact, it 
seems that as people got older in the Bible they became more useful to God. God used them in 
the twilight of life in ways that He wasn’t able to use them when they were younger. When I 
dedicated my life to Christ, I didn’t dedicate just 40 or 50 years, I dedicated all my life to Him. I 
want to be used as long as God gives me the strength and has something for me to do. I pray for 
faith and commitment as I follow God’s plans for the rest of my life. God’s Blessings To You.

Bobbie J. Dunford
Spouse: Dianne 
Favorite Hymn: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
Favorite Scripture: Romans 8:28
Romans 8:28 reminds me that although sin and Satan are powerful, 
God is more powerful. He is able to redeem and restore anything for 
our good and His glory. All things may not be good, but God can and 
will use all things for good. This verse often reminds me how Joseph 
was mistreated and God used it for good in saving Israel. So, this 
scripture brings comfort, direction, and hope to Christians every day.

My favorite hymn, Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, makes me aware that there are times I 
fall in my Christian walk and service, but by the grace of God, I’m moving forward. And because 
of all this, I can join the Apostle Paul in saying, “I run, though not with uncertainty.”

Now concerning my years in the ministry, God called me into the ministry at a very tender 
young age. I was a member in the IPHC. This denomination has a deep Wesleyan background. 
I preached the Word about once a month. In 1976, I became a Pastor in Chilhowie, VA. I served 
there for eighteen years. In 1996, I was appointed to pastor a church in Marion, VA, where I 
served for four years. Then in 1999, I was led to be in the ministry full time, so in 2000 I preached 
my first sermon in The United Methodist Church. I served as Pastor in the Big Stone Gap District 
for four years, in the Morristown District for eight years, in the Tazewell District for one year, 
and my final appointment as a full-time Pastor in The United Methodist Church I served in the 
Wytheville District for five years. 

In my eighteen years of service in The United Methodist Church, I have had the blessing to 
experience nearly 80 conversions to Christ. In all my years in The United Methodist Church here 
in the Holston Conference, I have had great Pastoral support offered: from my education at Duke 
to the Pastor’s Convocations’ attended and throughout my ministry up to my retirement. The 
Church has truly been a blessing to me and I appreciate the support and care given. The Mentors 



52

and Board of Ordained Ministry offered support not only for me as a Pastor but also for my wife.
My hopes for the UMC: Continue to grow and stay true to the Word of God! Finally, it’s been 

a great journey. I’ve enjoyed all the churches I’ve been blessed to serve and I would recommend 
anyone going into the ministry to consider The United Methodist Church. THANK YOU & GOD 
BLESS!

Douglas R. Fairbanks, Jr.
Spouse:  Carolyn
Mother Teresa once said, “All of us are but his instruments who do 
our little bit and pass by.”

It has been a privilege, without equal, to have been able to live out 
my call to ministry, “to do my little bit for God in Christ and pass by” 
in The United Methodist Church. It was such an honor to have been 
ordained by Holston Annual Conference and also to have served in 
the Western North Carolina Annual Conference. Then to have been 
welcomed back to Holston to finish out some forty-eight years of 

pastoral/preaching ministry only made the journey even more meaningful.
Such privilege was made all the more wonderful by the fact that my wife, Carolyn, has shared 

this magnificent journey with me. And, she did so with the sweetest and most unselfish spirit one 
could ever expect. Thanks be to God for such a friend and partner! Truly, Carolyn is, has and shall 
always be “…the wind beneath my wings...!”

Finally, there are no words to describe the honor it has been to end our active ministry by 
serving Christ and his church with the staff and precious people of First-Centenary United 
Methodist Church. Thanks be to God for such a splendid people!

May God in Christ continue to bless and use The United Methodist Church “To Make Disciples 
for	The	Transformation	of	The	World.”

Kenneth “Kenny” L. Faught
Spouse: Chrissy 
Favorite Scripture: Romans 5:8 
Favorite Hymns: God of Grace and God of Glory 
	 It	Is	Well	with	My	Soul
To paraphrase the great theologian, Bob Hope:  
          “Thanks (be to God) for (Most of) the Memories!”

C. Dennis “Denny” Ford
Spouse: Sharon 
Favorite Hymn: Midnight Cry 
Favorite Scripture: John 15:16
At the age of 44 years, I finally said yes to the call to ministry from 
my Savior. My wife and partner in life Sharon and I left behind 
the past and walked into the Ministry by faith. God has used my 
experience in the military, law enforcement, owning a construction 
company and even the tragedies. Through His grace, I could relate to 
people and their circumstances in life. Pastoring folks is about loving 

Christ and showing your love for them. I tried to be humble to self and bold in Christ, preaching 
the Cross, using the Word as the measure of life, and not being afraid to step out of a box if Christ 
was leading!

I thank my home church Beulah UMC for recommending me for ministry and for the 
Knoxville District and the Holston Conference for supporting me on this journey. I have been 
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blessed along the way. The Course of Study program at Duke Divinity School was a great 
learning experience. I am appreciative of the opportunity to be the first chair of the Local Pastors 
Fellowship, chair of the Eastern section of the Volunteer Labor Program, and a member of the 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. However, the five appointments and the folks we met 
these 26 years will always be dear to our hearts. The celebrations, the tragedies, the funerals, and 
whatever happened we faced life together as a church family. We looked to the hills from which 
our help comes! We tried our best to leave none behind! For the Kingdom is nigh unto us all. He 
is coming again!

Sharon and I will be residing in Knoxville for the fourth quarter of our lives. I will be available 
to any brother or sister if the load gets too heavy.

To God be the glory for any good that came out of someone like me! “Just an ole sinner saved 
by grace.” 

Joseph S. Green
Spouse: Beth 
Favorite Hymn: And Can It Be 
Favorite Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-6
It has been said that it takes a village to raise a child. That’s probably 
true, but raising a preacher goes way beyond. I’ve often wondered 
if God ever had second thoughts about His call upon my life. For 
example, I know that He threw His hands up in the air in disbelief 
when I left my wireless microphone on while using the restroom at Ft. 
Oglethorpe United Methodist Church one Sunday morning … during 

the worship service! In the deepest recesses of my heart, I can still hear my Heavenly Father 
quoting my high school basketball coach on those rare occasions when I would score, “Green, 
wipe that smile off your face!”

It’s been an incredible experience for me serving God during my forty plus years of service 
in the Holston Conference. I’ve many people to thank. I praise God for providing Beth to share 
the ride. We knew each other for three months before we got married. Why so long? I had to be 
sure. Anyone who knows my wife and me knows that it hasn’t been my ride, but our ride. We are 
blessed. Our daughter Hannah, her husband and our granddaughters (have you seen the pictures?) 
have deepened the joy of serving our Lord. My parents’ impact will never be out-lived. God even 
sent a mentor, Rev. David Knight, to coach me in the game.

The list goes on, but let me share a few things I learned in the appointments I’ve served:
1. McClure/Clinchco/McCowan’s Chapel – Great surprises come in small churches.
2. Dryden/Seminary – Rural churches can achieve awesome results when working together.
3. Ft. Oglethorpe – Relocation can bring new hope for struggling congregations.
4. Radford Central – Revival can occur among college students.
5. Alcoa First – Senior citizens can open the door to renewal and change a community.
6. Cleveland District – Every church is important to the work of God.
7. First Broad Street – Great surprises come in large churches.
As I turn the page to a new chapter in my life, I ask that you’ll pray for me that I will only seek 

Divine Applause. 
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Richard S. Gregory
Favorite Hymn: It	Is	Well	With	My	Soul 
Favorite Scripture: Ephesians 2:8-9
As I transition into the Retired Status, I want to take this opportunity 
to express my heartfelt thanks. Thanks to God for giving me the gifts 
and graces to do the work of the clergy. Thanks to Bishop H. Ellis 
Finger and District Superintendent The Rev. Dr. Roger Hilton who 
gave my first appointment, as well as all the other Bishops and District 
Superintendents I was privileged to serve with over our years together. 
And a special “Thank You,” to the congregations I served.

I am still amazed that God could use a poor little country boy from Barren Springs, VA to pro-
claim the gospel of Jesus Christ. What a blessing it has been. Forty years have gone by in the twin-
kling of an eye. I am living proof that we “have this treasure in earthen vessels.” 2 Corinthians 4:7

I still intend to preach at every opportunity I have, for I would rather wear out than rust out. 
Retirement is not only an ending; it is a new beginning as well. May God richly bless us all.

James T. “Jim” Hartley
Spouse: Linda 
Favorite Hymn: I Love to Tell the Story 
Favorite Scripture: 1 John 3:1
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should 
be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him. 1 John 3:1 (New 
International Version) 

This journey in ministry began in a tiny country church in central 
Texas more than 40 years ago. As I enter retired status, the journey 

will find me once again in central Texas where I pray, the road will lead to continued fruitfulness. 
My seven years in ministry in the Holston Conference have been the most joyous and the most 
productive of all these years. The friendships that have been made, the lessons that have been 
learned, and the fruit that has been gathered will carry Linda and me forward into new places of 
ministry as we begin the next phase of our journey. “Thank you” is not enough to express the 
gratitude we feel for those we have served, those with whom we have served, and those whose 
leadership we have followed. But, it will have to suffice for it would pauper the language to try to 
express it all. So, thank you, and may our God bless those who continue in service to the Holston 
Conference and the Christ whose grace you will share with those whom you serve.

Princess April Milligan
Spouse: Dennis 
Favorite Hymn: Great is Thy Faithfulness 
Favorite Scripture: John 13:34-35
“Love one another as I have loved you ... so that others will know 
that He is Lord.” I want all prospective clergy to know how well 
this organization takes care of its ministers – at least the disabled 
ones. You have cared for me very well. I am privileged to be a 
representative for our Lord in this uniform. Grace looks good on  
me. Come try one on if you have been hesitating. Let’s serve the  

Lord together.
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Daniel Farris Moore
Spouse: Margaret 
Favorite Hymn: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Favorite Scripture: Micah 6:8
As I look back on the last 43 years, I am thankful for the people I 
have met and how God provides. I have told people that the best job 
I have had was working for the Atlanta Braves on the ground crew. 
They usually look at me and say, “but what about ministry?” Ministry 
has been a calling, not a job. I have enjoyed encountering God each 
day and being challenged to LIVE The Gospel, not just proclaim it. 

I have seen poverty, depravity, mental illness, and human sin. I have witnessed the breakdown of 
The American Home. It amazes me how many people claim to have been abused. It is the church, 
however, that confronts these situations and proclaims a message of restoration and hope. Jesus 
Christ redeems!

Ministry has been a blessing. I remember an Annual Conference several years ago when 
a young woman came up to me and said, “Do you remember me?” I must admit, I did not 
recognize her. I asked her who she was. It was Lauri Jo Cranford, whom I had the pastoral 
blessing of doing confirmation with in Morristown when she was a child. Lauri Jo told me she 
was being ordained into The United Methodist ministry. What a blessing to know that I had a 
small part in passing on the Christian message to her. I could give so many more affirmations of 
how blessed God has made of my time in ministry.

Thanks to my parents, my daughter, my wife, and church members who have listened to my 
cries and provided support. Jesus Christ is the answer to all of life’s difficulties. I am grateful 
for the privilege of being a United Methodist pastor. It has been a truly blessed journey. Thanks 
be to God.

Donald D. Morris
Spouse: Terri
“looking backward, looking forward, looking inward” 
A quarter century ago, I entered The United Methodist Church in 
search of intellectual space, freedom for work, and a non-sectarian 
ecclesiology. The Book of Discipline’s emphasis upon theological  
diversity, its recognition of multiple, corollary authorities (the so-
called Wesleyan Quadrilateral), Wesley’s sermon on “the Catholic 
Spirit” and Methodist tradition’s stress upon “practical divinity,” 
were among the principal factors attracting me to The Methodist 

Church. I am profoundly grateful for the Church’s reception of me and its willingness to entrust 
me with pastoral responsibilities. Though it has appropriately called me to account, it has never 
sought to restrain my freedom to think and speak, whether in conviction or critique.

The fact that I have been largely untapped (or overlooked or otherwise considered unsuitable, 
as the case may be) for responsibilities in the district or conference has become retrospectively 
a matter of gratitude. Upon reflection, this disengagement has allowed me to concentrate all the 
more assiduously upon parish ministry and theological exploration, to live and work unnoticed 
and unrestrained “at the crossroads of Christianity and all that is not Christianity.”

Parish ministry, I should like to say, has been my education. Whether dealing with texts or 
persons, it has been a hermeneutical project, a quest for understanding. If my sermons have been 
more essay than asseveration, it is because their composition has taught me how much in my 
thinking is tentative and premature, how much work I still have to do. Though I am coming to the 
end of my career, my education is just beginning, a consideration by which I am both humbled 
and exhilarated.

As I resign the responsibilities of public speech, I begin the work of silence. Questions 
accumulated over a lifetime await my deliberations. My soul is woefully incomplete. It is pressed 
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upon by inexplicable longings. There is not a moment to spare of the uncertain time remaining.
Retirement, of course, is not a panacea. Getting old is not for the faint of heart. If I dream of the 

vita contemplativa, it is in the awareness that such a life is not without its peculiar suffering. And 
yet, for me, it beckons of freedom, of crucial work, and, in the end “the sure-enwinding arms of 
cool-enfolding death.”

Ray E. Petty, Jr.
Spouse: Alice 
Favorite Hymns: Be Thou My Vision and In Christ Alone 
Favorite Scripture: Romans 8:28 AMP
“And we know [with great confidence] that God [who is deeply 
concerned about us] causes all things to work together [as a plan] for 
good for those who love God, to those who are called according to 
His plan and purpose.”

I want to begin by declaring my thanks to God for His call upon 
my life while I was a teenager and the wonderful opportunities that 

were given to me early on that helped me to discern God’s call to the pastoral ministry. With each 
church I served, I have gained something of value that helped me to be a better pastor and to 
grow deeper in my relationship to Jesus Christ. To all the folks that mentored me, encouraged me, 
and supported me in the ministry, I am deeply grateful, especially to Rev. Jerry Fleenor, Rev. Bill 
Warnock, and Rev. Carl Ware.

My journey in ministry has led to many avenues, to many places, and to many expressions. 
But there are several things I always found to be true: God was there before I got there, I found 
Him to be faithful and true in the midst of where I found  myself, and I always found a people 
ready to hear and receive the Good News of Jesus Christ. My journey in ministry has been one 
of adventure, risk, and faith. We gain nothing from playing it safe, close to the chest, and very 
predictable. I would rather to have tried and failed than to have failed to try at all. Risks in ministry 
are always there, planned or unplanned, but they become places of growth and inspiration. Our 
journey has brought us full circle to the place we began. We thank God for all the experiences we 
have encountered in ministry, the many places the Lord has taken us, and for the many people we 
have gotten to know through that journey. Every journey is a faith journey in which we find the 
faithfulness of God to meet us where we are, who supplies all our needs, and who continuously 
fills us with His Spirit.

I have had the privilege of serving many wonderful people who love their Lord and who love 
their church. I have had the privilege of serving in new start up ministries for which I am deeply 
grateful and learned much from that experience that will always remain with me. For the grace 
that was extended and for the grace that I experienced through all my ministry days, I am deeply 
grateful to our Lord and for the Lord’s people who always see the best in us.

Kenneth D. Pierce
Spouse: Phyllis 
Favorite Hymn: Great is Thy Faithfulness 
Favorite Scripture: John 14:1-4
It is hard to believe 47 years have passed so quickly since the day 
I followed Rev. Henry Horton, Tazewell District Superintendent, 
to the Amonate, Mt. Herman Charge in a coal mining community. 
Wondering where he was taking me, a 20-year-old college student, 
I had never preached a sermon. When I told him that, he answered, 
“You won’t learn any younger.” That was my first appointment.

This journey has led me to pastor in Pearisburg, VA, Nancy, KY, Mountain City, TN, Ocala, FL, 
Hiltons, VA, Clintwood, VA, Weber City, VA, and Dayton, TN. I have also served in many parts 
of our world on short term mission trips.

I am eternally grateful to my wife, Phyllis, who laid aside her own career for the ministry and 
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the rearing of our children. She has been by my side 45 years as we moved and worked together.
I am thankful for the many friends and family members that have encouraged and helped me 

through this journey. I praise God for the privilege of seeing young men and women choose 
ministry and missions as their life vocation. My heart is full of gratitude for all the friends we have 
made and the love that has been freely given to us.

Also, it would not have been the same without our three children and now “our precious eleven 
grandchildren.” They filled the parsonages with energy, music, friends, and good memories.

As with each of us, I am not sure where this chapter of my journey will lead us, but I know God 
is faithful and He will be with us. 

Rebecca A. Reed 
Favorite Hymn: A Mighty Fortress 
Favorite Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11-12
In the brief time I have served in Holston, I have been blessed with 
friendly and loving congregations who have worked alongside me 
to take God’s message to the community, the marketplace, and the 
world. Continue your witness and thank you for your support. 

Regina H. Shelton
Favorite Hymn: Victory in Jesus 
Favorite Scripture: Matthew 28:19-20
I heard God’s Call to Repentance and the Call to Ministry at the age 
of eleven. Since that time, I have never doubted the Call of God upon 
my life. I preached my first sermon at 16 and was invited to many 
churches to “make a talk.” Women did not “preach” in the Church. I 
told many that God called me to be a missionary.

This was acceptable.
At 19, I was licensed to preach by the Church of God, 

headquarters Anderson, IN. I never pastored but supplied for several churches in Smyth, 
Washington, and Wythe Counties in Virginia.

I married at 27 and became a mother at 37. God was blessing me, but I was not   holding 
true to His Will for me.

When Anthony, my son, was four we went to the Rock Springs UMC Bible School and 
found God there. I had been running from Him for years.

The time came when I was asked to supply the pulpit. That morning I spoke on  what I 
knew a lot about, “God’s Restoring Grace.”

I became an Adult Class teacher and certified lay speaker. I knew that while running from 
God, I had run into Him. HE WAS A GOD OF SECOND CHANCES!

I ask my husband to go with me to the place where he and our son had been baptized 
together. I told him that God had called me to go into the ministry. He hugged me and said, 
“I have always known. I will never stand in your way.” He became my encourager, protector, 
and partner in ministry.

I went to see the District Superintendent and introduced myself as a 53-year-old diabetic, 
but the Call of God was upon my life. He responded, “There is no doubt the  Call of God is 
upon you; now, what do we do about it?”

I entered candidacy for local pastors. I waited 3 years before a church would take me 
because of my gender. After this period of years of waiting, the DS called and said, “Get your 
ducks in a row.” That year I became the pastor of Arcadia UMC. I will always have a special 
place in my heart for this church. One year later, I was told that I would be going to Hawkins 
County, full time. We left our home, van in the garage, and Walter left his tool bench. We 
never looked back going to a place that did not have female pastors at that time.
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We served McFerrin, Old Union, and Elm Springs. While there, I lost Walter, my   mother, 
my sister, and almost my life to liver disease. During grief, sickness, and a liver transplant, 
The United Methodist Church stood by me and so did Hawkins County, my home today.

My husband remarked before his death, “These have been the happiest years of our lives.” 
Surrendering all to follow Jesus Christ will result in total happiness.

Walter C. Simmerman
Spouse: Nita 
Favorite Hymn: Come,	Thou	Long-Expected	Jesus 
Favorite Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17
During my second year of college, I responded to a call to ministry 
not knowing all that the call would mean or where it would take me. 
Having served as a minister within the Holston Conference for 34 
years, I have seen God’s grace at work in ways I never expected. It 
has been a joy to see God act in the midst of several churches and in 
the lives of many wonderful people through the years.

No one travels this journey alone and I would like to thank some of those who have helped me 
on the way. The greatest thanks goes to my beloved Nita who has encouraged me and supported 
my ministry through these many years and to our daughters who have taught me more than I ever 
taught them. My parents gave me a great start in the Christian life, involved my brothers and me 
in a great church (Central UMC in Radford), and taught us the value of serving others. It has been 
a privilege to get to know and serve among the great members of 11 congregations: First Pulaski, 
Lincoln Park, Limestone, Auburn, Fairview, Pilot, Sidney, Hixson, Elizabeth Chapel, First Galax, 
and Loudon. These members have graciously accepted and worked alongside me and taught me 
what it means to be part of the Kingdom of God.

Thomas N. Tucker
Spouse: Joan 
Favorite Hymn: More	Than	Wonderful 
Favorite Scripture: Romans 8:28
As I think back upon my thirty-two years of ministry, I have to 
smile because of the joy it has brought to my life. I feel so blessed 
and honored to have been called by God to serve Him. I know as 
I enter into this next phase of my life that God will continue to use 
me to serve Him. Over the course of my ministry, I’ve discovered 
His promises are very true. He will never leave or forsake you. His 

presence in my life has made all the difference. I am grateful for each church I’ve been blessed to 
serve and the people I’ve met along the way. It’s my hope that I’ve helped each one experience 
Jesus in a closer more personal way. I know they have helped me learn more about His grace, 
peace, and especially His love throughout the years. Why God called me to serve Him I’ll never 
know, but I’m so grateful He did.

No one can journey alone in ministry, so I thank the Lord for guiding me each day and for my 
wife and family for understanding the demands ministry makes upon someone who serves God 
as I have. I want to thank the Holston Conference for allowing me to serve the churches God has 
entrusted to them. What an honor that has been. I also want to thank the many who have taught 
me so much about ministry by the way they have lived their lives and who have shared their 
knowledge and experiences with me. They have blessed and helped me in such a wonderful way. 
I believe a fitting way to conclude this reflection on my ministry would be to quote my favorite 
scripture, Romans 8:28: “and we know that God causes all things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” I know that I love God; 
I know I was called according to His purpose to the ministry, because all things have worked 
together for good in my life.
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Hugh Douglas Wilder
Spouse: Becky 
Favorite Hymn: He Lives 
Favorite Scripture: Galatians 2:20
I have been blessed in so many ways including coming to Christ at 
the age of seven and being raised in a Christian home. But in my 
growing up years, I never imagined I would be called into ordained 
ministry. Late in my teens, I recall stating that the two things I did not 
want to do were deal with people and speak in front of a crowd. God 
took that as There have been so many people who have helped me 

along the way. First and foremost is my wife Becky who has been a loving and supportive wife 
for the last 45 years. She has been a true partner in ministry and a tremendous blessing to every 
place we have served. I have had people tell me that I could go on to my next appointment but 
they wanted Becky to stay. I also want to thank my three sons, Nathan, Luke, and Daniel, who 
persevered as preacher’s kids, undergoing new schools and the loss of friends as we moved to 
new churches.

I have served under excellent District Superintendents but it has been the congregations of 
Grange Hall and Lebanon United Methodist Churches, Beulah United Methodist Church, First 
Oneida United Methodist Church, First Jefferson City United Methodist Church and most recently 
Rutherford Memorial United Methodist Church that have taught me so much and allowed me to 
be their pastor. As I look back, especially at those early years, I am thankful they were so patient 
with me.

Special thanks go out to two of my clergy friends, Rick Spell and Ray Petty, who expanded my 
understanding of the Holy Spirit as we prayed together and for each other. 

It has been in studying God’s Word, teaching, and ministering with others that I have grown and 
finally learned it is not about me, but Christ. It is only what Christ does through me by His Spirit 
that truly counts. Christ in us is the hope of glory. May He be given all the praise! a challenge and 
by His grace, through the Holy Spirit, He took my weaknesses and used me. As many have said 
which is so true, “If He can use me, He can use anyone.”
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Tuesday, June 12, 2018 ● 7:15 p.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Mission Celebration
Pre-service music, 6:45 - 7:15 p.m.  Cokesbury UMC Praise Team
Welcome and Prayer     The Reverend Michael G. Sluder

Jesus is Good: 
A Litany of Hope with our South Sudanese Brothers and Sisters in Exile

Jesus is good! 
   All the time! 
All the time! 
   Jesus is good! I am a witness!
Jesus Messiah, we are here for you.  
   And we love you because you love us so much,  
   that’s why we are alive from the war in our country. 
Now we want to give you praise. 
   You give us our body; we praise you with our head, with our soul,  
   with our shoulders, with our hands clapping. 
You make us alive here in the refugee camps. 
Jesus is good! 
All the time! 
All the time! 
Jesus is good! I am a witness!
Some 2600 years ago, the prophet Jeremiah sent a letter of encouragement to the 
Israelites exiled in Babylon. He wrote,
“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have 
sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant 
gardens and eat what they produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; 
take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear 
sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of 
the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in 
its welfare you will find your welfare.
Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I will 
fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:4-7; 10-11 NRSV).
Walking with Jesus along the way, 
We dance to the Lord where we are (Song lyrics, translated)
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Civil strife and famine in South Sudan, the world’s youngest country, are tearing 
thousands of people from their homes, leading to starvation and lack of access 
to clean water. Countless refugees are pouring into neighboring countries as 
worsening ethnic conflicts and power struggles deepen the local crisis caused by 
severe drought in those adjoining lands. 
South Sudan, which celebrated its independence in 2011, has faced internal 
conflict for almost four years. There is fighting between government and 
militia groups, and between the two main ethnic groups—the Dinka and Nuer 
peoples. Persistent violence is considered a major cause of famine, starvation and 
lack of access to clean water, hampering humanitarian attempts to provide relief 
(Elliot Wright and Bella Difilippo, Response to Humanitarian Crisis in Horn of 
Africa, General Board of Global Ministries, 2017).
And yet our South Sudanese United Methodist brothers and sisters living in exile 
in Uganda sing songs of trust and hope to a living Lord who is with them. Their 
witness and strength is a testimony to the power of faith in Jesus Christ!
Who is enough in our lives?... Jesus! 
In hard or good situations, Jesus is able. 
In our country, Jesus is able. 
In the camps, Jesus is able 
United Methodist young people and children find strength for the journey through 
song and dance. We sing and dance with them as their brothers and sisters in Christ:
In South Sudan we were suffering with a lot of bombs. 
Because of God we are here alive. 
God is a God of all people, a God of love. 
He protects us from all the bombs. 
If we need peace in our country we need to be committed to the Lord. 
If we commit to the Lord we will have durable peace in our country. 
God is a God of forgiveness.  
A God of all the people around the world and will not let us down 
Song      “10,000 Reasons” Redman & Myrin
Who is enough in our lives? 
Jesus! 
In hard or good situations,  
Jesus is able!  
In our country,  
Jesus is able!  
In the camps, 
Jesus is able! 
Jesus is Good! 
   All the time! 
All the time! 
   Jesus is Good! I am a witness!
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*Congregational Songs of Praise   Cokesbury Praise Team
Mission Committee Report  The Reverend Tom Hancock
UMCOR Presentation    Ms. Nancy Robinson 
    Mission Advocate for the Southeastern Jurisdiction
Scripture Reading    
A Word from South Sudan                    The Reverend Fred Dearing &  
    Mrs. Libby Dearing
Response to the Word        Reverend Sluder
Offering for Our South Sudanese Brothers & Sisters in Exile   
   “In His Eyes”         The Reverend Curt McKee
Prayer of Thanksgiving  Reverend Sluder
*Congregational Songs of Praise Cokesbury Praise Team
*Sending Forth  Reverend Sluder
*Postlude   Cokesbury Praise Team

*Please stand as you are able.

Worship	Participants:	
Speakers	~	Rev. Fred Dearing, South Sudan District Superintendent 

East Africa Annual Conference  
and Mrs. Libby Dearing, South Sudan Missionary

Liturgist	~	Rev. Michael G. Sluder, Director, 
Connectional Ministries, Smoky Mountain District

Music	~ Cokesbury UMC Praise Team, Knoxville, Smoky Mountain District
Music	Leader	~	Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District

Organist	~	Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District
Music	~ Rev. Curt McKee, St. Mark’s UMC, Louisville, Smoky Mountain District
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Wednesday, June 13, 2018 ● 9:00 a.m.
Stuart Auditorium

Service of Ordination, Commissioning, 
Recognition and Sending Forth

“Have	I	not	commanded	you?	Be	strong	and	courageous.	Do	not	be	afraid; 
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

Joshua	1:9
Pre-Service Music, 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.  The Lake Junaluska Singers
Prelude              Mr. Bryan K. Underwood
*Processional Hymns 
 #139  “Praise to the Lord, The Almighty”  lobe den herren 
 #154    “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” coronation
*Greeting and Prayer         Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor

As the congregation remains standing, 
the bishop greets them and they respond:

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you.
We come together to praise God, 
   to hear the Holy Word, 
and to seek for ourselves and others 
   the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit   
 you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts. 
Give your grace  
 to all servants of your church,  
 that we may with diligence and faithfulness  
 fulfill our various ministries. 
Grant that we your people may follow where you lead,  
 perfect our ministries,  
 and live in joyful obedience to your will, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

THE RECOGNITION OF OUR COMMON MINISTRY AND 
REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

As the people remain standing, the bishop begins:
Ministry is the work of God,  
 done by the people of God. 
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Through baptism  
 all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers,  
the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world. 
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service 
 for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation.
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry,  
 I call upon all God’s people gathered here:

The bishop may pour water into a basin and say:
Remember you are baptized and be thankful.
We reaffirm our baptism 
 and our common call to ministry. 
 Thanks be to God!

All people are seated.

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE ORDAINED, 
COMMISSIONED, OR RECOGNIZED 

The Conference Lay Leader and the Chairperson and representatives  
of the Board of Ordained Ministry present to the bishop those who  

are to be commissioned, ordained, and recognized.  
Each candidate stands as their name is read: 

     Bishop Taylor 
Who presents these candidates to be ordained, commissioned, or recognized?
     Mr. Del Holley, 
     Conference Lay Leader 
We have recommended them in our local congregations.  
We present them with our prayers and support.

       The Reverend Mickey W. Rainwater,  
       Chair, Board of Ordained Ministry: 
We have examined these candidates according to the standards of our  
Discipline and this annual conference of The United Methodist Church.  
We present them with our prayers and support.
       The Reverend Sharon Bowers, 
       Chair, Order of Elders 
We present these persons for ordination as elder. 
We present them with our prayers and support:

 Teresa Renee Atkins McClure Wayne Davis Hickman
 Harrison James Bell Nancy Gerhart Martin
 Thomas John Burdine Thomas Drew McCallie
 James Todd Chancey Caleb Richard Pitkin
 Debra DeLoach Pittman Dickerson  Charles Scott Spence
 Timothy Sanford Hankins Magan Keylon Stubblefield
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 The Reverend Jodie Ihfe, 
 Chair, Division of Elders
We present these persons for commissioning as provisional members preparing 
for ordained ministry as elders. We present them with our prayers and support:
 Christopher Edward Black Leslie Anne Daniels
 Eric Paul Bronkala Justin Reid Keating
 Lisa Carol Harr Bryant Nancy Jane Twigg
 Palmer Caroline Cantler
 The Reverend Rebekah Fetzer, 
 Chair, Division of Deacons: 
We present these persons for commissioning as provisional members and 
preparing for ordained ministry as deacons 
We present them with our prayers and support:
 Nathan Dale Irwin   Lorrine Audrey Madigan
 The Reverend Kathie Wilson-Parker 
	 Co-Chair,	Division	of	Local	Pastors	and	Associate	Members 
We also present this person for recognition as an Associate Member. 
We present him with our prayers and support:
 James Trueman Hartley

After all the candidates have been presented,  
they remain standing, and the bishop says:

These persons are by God’s grace  
 to be ordained, commissioned, or recognized for set-apart ministry  
 in Christ’s holy church. 
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them  
 have discerned that they are persons  
 of sound learning and of Christian character,  
 and possess the necessary signs of God’s grace,  
 and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God.
We ask you, people of God,  
 to declare your assent  
 to the ordination, commissioning, or recognition of these persons.
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace,  
 to be ordained, commissioned, or recognized?
We do! Thanks be to God!
Will you uphold them in their ministry?
With God’s help, we will!  
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THE GENERAL EXAMINATION 
All	remain	seated	except	the	candidates	and	the	Bishop,	 

who	stand	facing	one	another.	The	Bishop	examines	the	candidates	for	
commissioning, ordination and recognition: 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 you have been called  
 to an ordained, commissioned or recognized status in set-apart ministry. 
The church now confirms your calling.
As ordained or commissioned ministers and associate members, 
 you are to be coworkers with all the people of God: 
 With laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, provisional members, 
 diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners, supply pastors, 
 With all who serve God in the Church. 
Remember that you are called  
 to serve rather than to be served,  
 to proclaim the faith of the church and no other,  
 to look after the concerns of God above all.
So that we may know that you believe yourselves  
 to be called by God  
 and that you profess the Christian faith,  
 we ask you:
Do you believe that God has called you  
 to the life and work of ordained or licensed ministry?
I do so believe.
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  
 and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?
I do so believe and confess.
Are you persuaded  
 that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments  
 contain all things necessary for salvation  
 through faith in Jesus Christ  
 and are the unique and authoritative standard  
 for the church’s faith and life?
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
Will you be faithful in prayer,  
 in the study of the Holy Scriptures,  
 and with the help of the Holy Spirit  
 continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you? 
I will, with the help of God.
Will you do your best to pattern your life  
 in accordance with the teachings of Christ?
I will, with the help of God.  
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Will you, in the exercise of your ministry,  
 lead the people of God  
 to faith in Jesus Christ,  
 to participate in the life and work of the community, and  
 to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, 
 accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline,  
 defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word,  
 and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you,  
 and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?
I will, with the help of God.
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate  
in the life of the order or fellowship into which you are ordained, commissioned, 
or recognized? 
Will you give yourself to God through the order or fellowship 
in order to sustain and build each other up  
in prayer, study, worship and service 
under the rule of life 
set forth in the vows you take this day?
I will, with the help of God.
May God,  
 who has given you the will to do these things,  
 give you grace to perform them,  
 that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.  
Amen.

All may be seated.
Anthem     The Lake Junaluska Singers

PROCLAMATION
Scripture Reading
Sermon     Bishop Taylor
*Hymn of Commitment                “Lord, I Need You” Maher

As the hymn is sung, the candidates for commissioning  
move to the stage and face the bishop. 

COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS 
Bishop Taylor says to the congregation:

By affirming the covenant of baptism,  
all members of Christ’s holy church pledge  
to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.
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Christ gave all of us this command:  
“Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.” 
We have asked, and the Lord has answered.
These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people,  
 see the plentiful harvest,  
 and are ready to respond generously to the Lord  
 in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”
Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit,  
 they now come to declare in public  
 their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism 
 by binding themselves to the service of God 
 under the supervision of the bishop  
 and the guidance of ordained colleagues in full connection 
 and by being appointed to share as servant leaders  
 in the body of Christ.
Today we commission them to service 
as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.

PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS 
The candidates kneel. 

The	bishop,	extending	arms	over	all	of	the	candidates,	prays:
God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers,  
 you raise up men and women to be apostolic leaders in your church. 
By your Holy Spirit  
 help these, your servants,  
 to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy. 
Deepen their sense of purpose  
 as they exercise commissioned ministry.  
Empower them, and those who will walk with them to guide their ministry, 
 together with all of your people,  
 to heal the sick,  
 love the outcast,  
 resist evil,  
 preach the Word,  
 and give themselves freely for your name’s sake.
 Christopher Edward Black Leslie Anne Daniels
 Eric Paul Bronkala Justin Reid Keating
 Lisa Carol Harr Bryant Nancy Jane Twigg
 Palmer Caroline Cantler
 Nathan Dale Irwin   Lorrine Audrey Madigan
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The bishop, laying both hands upon the shoulders of each candidate, prays:
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name. 
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,  
     to announce the reign of God,  
     and to equip the church for ministry,  
     in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Those	being	commissioned	receive	their	certificates	and	Bibles.	 
All are seated after being commissioned.

*Hymn of Commitment                    “Holy Spirit”   Torwalt

EXAMINATION OF ELDERS 
The elder candidates stand. 

The	bishop	examines	the	candidates	for	ordination	as	elder:
An elder  
 is called to share in the ministry of Christ  
 and of the whole church:  
 to preach and teach the Word of God

Here a large Bible is lifted by an assistant. 
and faithfully administer  
the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion;

Here a paten and chalice are lifted. 
to lead the people of God in worship and prayer;  
to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ;  
to exercise pastoral supervision,  
to order the life of the congregation and the connection,  
to counsel the troubled,  
 And declare the forgiveness of sin;  
to lead the people of God  
 in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world;  
to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people;  
and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church  
and in service in and to the community.
This is the rule of life and work of an elder.
Do you believe that God has called you  
 to the life and work of an elder?
I do so believe.
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THE LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS 
The bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer:

As these persons are ordained by the church  
 for the office and work of elders  
 to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, 
 let us pray for them.

The people pray for them in silence. 
The	bishop,	with	hands	extended	over	those	being	ordained,	prays:

We praise you, eternal God,  
 because you have called us to be a priestly people,  
 offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
 Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. 
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death  
and, having ascended into heaven,  
has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people,  
making some apostles, some prophets,  
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,  
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,  
to build up Christ’s body,  
and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.
Give to these your servants the grace and power they need  
to serve you in this ministry. 
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors. 
Enable them to serve without reproach,  
 to proclaim the gospel of salvation,  
 to administer the sacraments of the new covenant,  
 and to offer with all your people  
 spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.

Candidates for ordination as elder and their sponsors and spouses  
move into position, and elder candidates are invited to kneel  

before the bishop one at a time as directed.
Those who are to join in the laying on of hands will stand with the bishop. 

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for  
silent prayer during the laying on of hands for each ordinand.

 Teresa Renee Atkins McClure Wayne Davis Hickman
 Harrison James Bell Nancy Gerhart Martin
 Thomas John Burdine Thomas Drew McCallie
 James Todd Chancey Caleb Richard Pitkin
 Debra DeLoach Pittman Dickerson  Charles Scott Spence
 Timothy Sanford Hankins Magan Keylon Stubblefield
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The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying:
Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit, 
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church. 
Amen.

Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible  
as the bishop lays hands on the hands of the ordinand and says:

Name, take authority as an elder  
 to preach the Word of God,  
 to administer the Holy Sacraments  
 and to order the life of the Church;  
 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.
The	ordinands	receive	their	stoles	and	certificates	and	return	to	their	seats.

Memorial Moment Carl Theodore Marshall, Sr. Rev. Rainwater

Those to be recognized as associate members  
move to the stage and face the bishop.

RECOGNITION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
The bishop addresses him: 

You have served among us faithfully as a local pastor, 
demonstrating your commitment to accept and uphold 
the doctrine, liturgy and discipline of The United Methodist Church, 
under the appointment of the bishop.
You have now fulfilled the requirements 
and been elected by the clergy session of this annual conference 
as an associate member.
We rejoice that you have been called to serve among us, 
and pray that God may guide your ministry.
 James Trueman  Hartley 

As the candidate comes forward, the bishop greets him:
Name, we now recognize you as an associate member  
 in the Holston Annual Conference.

The	newly	recognized	associate	member	receives	his	certificate	 
and Bible and return to his seat.

Anthem     The Lake Junaluska Singers  
Distribution of Appointment Books 

The ushers will provide appointment books for lay and clergy members  
of the Annual Conference.
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Question of Clergy Character Reverend Rainwater
The Fixing of Appointments  Bishop Taylor, District Superintendents,  
 and District Lay Leaders

*A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition (in	unison)		 No. 607 
I am no longer my own, but thine. 
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, 
exalted for thee or brought low by thee. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
thou are mine, and I am thine. So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 
 let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

*Hymn of Commitment #413        “A Charge to Keep I Have”           boylston
*The Dismissal with Blessing  Bishop Taylor
 As Jesus sent the disciples out in the countryside 
  to preach and to heal, 
  so Christ sends us out to speak words of hope 
  and to heal human hurts today. 
 We accept this mission to be God’s people in the world. 
 Go on your way, rejoicing in the presence of God’s Spirit, 

 and in the power of the gospel of love and hope. 
 For yours is the glory, O God, now and forever! Amen. 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 We are sent in the name of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 Amen.
*Hymn of Praise #159   “Lift High the Cross” crucifer  
*Postlude         Mr. Underwood
*Please stand as you are able.
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Worship	Participants:
Mary Virginia Taylor, Resident Bishop, Holston Area, 

The United Methodist Church
Richard C. Looney, Bishop, The United Methodist Church

Director	of	Liturgy	and	Assisting	Deacon	for	Bishop	Taylor	~ 
The Reverend Glenna Manning, Concord UMC, Tennessee Valley District

Music	Leader	~ Mr. Wesley Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District
Organist	~ Mr. Bryan K. Underwood, State Street UMC, Clinch Mountain District

Pianist	~	Mrs. Sandra Rouse, Fairview UMC, Smoky Mountain District
Musicians	~ The Lake Junaluska Singers, Lake Junaluska, North Carolina 

Ms. Mary Huff, Director, 
Ms. Kathy Geyer McNeil, Associate Director

Thank you:

Stoles: Stoles presented to those being ordained were provided by the 
congregations where they are currently appointed.

Bibles: Bibles presented to those being commissioned were provided by  
their home districts.
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Historic Examination of Full Membership in the Annual Conference

Those being ordained this morning answered the following Historic Questions 
during the Clergy Session on Sunday afternoon of Annual Conference.
 1. Have you faith in Christ?
 2. Are you going on to perfection?
 3. Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life?
 4. Are you earnestly striving after it?
 5. Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God and His work?
 6. Do you know the General Rules of our Church?
 7. Will you keep them?
 8. Have you studied the doctrines of The United Methodist Church?
 9. After full examination, do you believe that our doctrines are in harmony  
  with the Holy Scriptures?
 10. Will you preach and maintain them?
 11. Have you studied our form of Church discipline and polity?
 12. Do you approve our Church government and polity?
 13. Will you support and maintain them?
 14. Will you diligently instruct the children in every place?
 15. Will you visit from house to house?
 16. Will you recommend fasting or abstinence, both by precept and example?
 17. Are you determined to employ all your time in the work of God?
 18. Are you in debt so as to embarrass you in your work?
 19. Will you observe the following directions?

a. Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never be triflingly employed. 
Never trifle away time; neither spend any more time at any one place 
than is strictly necessary.

b. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at the time. And do not mend our 
rules, but keep them; not for wrath, but for conscience’ sake.

 2016	Book	of	Discipline,	Paragraph	336
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The Service of Commissioning, Recognition, and Ordination
The United Methodist Church

The acts of ordination and commissioning, as well as consecrating and certifying, 
are anchored in the sacrament of baptism and the ministry of the baptized. 
These sign-acts are based on what is already implicit in baptism and rest upon 
the essential ministry given to all Christians in baptism. Within the church 
community, there are persons whose gifts, evidence of God’s grace, and promise 
of future usefulness are affirmed by the community and who respond to God’s 
call by offering themselves as ordained and licensed ministers. 

There are four categories of persons who have responded to God’s call and are  
set apart for ministry.

Recognition of Associate Members – These persons are full-time local pastors 
within the annual conference who are a part of the itinerant ministry of the church 
and are available on a continuing basis for appointment by the bishop. These 
persons must have reached 40 years of age, have served four years as a full-time 
local pastor, must have completed the five-year Course of Study for ordained 
ministry in addition to the studies for license as a local pastor, have declared their 
willingness to accept continuing full-time appointment,  and other requirements 
for licensing and election as an associate member.

Commissioning – This act may be compared with the experiences of the early 
church in Antioch when the Holy Spirit instructed the community to “set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” (Acts 13:2) 
The act of commissioning relates persons to the annual conference as provisional 
members. These persons are being sent for service within the annual conference. 
Provisional members may be preparing for ministry as deacons or elders.

Deacons in Full Connection – These persons are ordained for the purpose of 
leading the Church in servanthood in the church and the world and to embody 
the interrelationship between worship in the Church and service to God in the 
world. Deacons are non-itinerant clergy called to ministries of word, service, 
compassion, and justice. They are members of the annual conference in full 
connection and become members of the Order of Deacons. The ministries of the 
deacon are symbolized by the Bible (Word) and the basin and pitcher (service).

Elders in Full Connection – These persons are ordained for ministries of word, 
sacrament, and order. They are itinerant clergy subject to annual appointment by 
the bishop to lead the gathered community in the celebration of the sacraments 
and the guidance and care of the church’s communal life. Elders are members in 
full connection of the annual conference and become members of the Order of 
Elders. The ministries of the elder are symbolized by the Bible (Word), chalice 
and paten (Sacrament), and The Book of Discipline (Order).
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Form for Motion or Amendment to Report
HOLSTON ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018

“All motions presented to the Conference and amendments to any paper shall be in writing and 
placed in the hand of the Secretary immediately following the presentation.”

Standing Rule 32, 2017 Journal

Date  __________________________

Agenda Item ________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________

Motion /Amendment
Name of Maker  ___________________________________

Clergy Member   o Lay Member    o

Motion  ________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________

Seconded by ________________________________________________

Conference Action
Approved  o
Voted Down  o

Referred to _________________________________________

 for  _________________________________________

   _________________________________________

Other ______________________________________________________

Thank you for assisting the Secretarial staff by the completion of this form!
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Holston Annual Conference 2018
The United Methodist Church

BALLOT

Date:  _________________________________

 Yes No

Holston Annual Conference 2018
The United Methodist Church

BALLOT

Date:  _________________________________

 Yes No

Holston Annual Conference 2018
The United Methodist Church

BALLOT

Date:  _________________________________

 Yes No

#
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